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I. The Preference of Marriage 
to a (ingle Life. 

II. The Arguments For and a- 
gainfta Plurality of Wives and 
Concubines. 

III. The Authority of .Parents 
and Governors, in regulating 
or retraining Marriages. 

IV. The. Power of Husbands, 
and the Privileges of Wives. 

V. The Naturcot Divorce, and 
in what Cafes it is allowable. 



VI. . TheReafons of prohibiting 
;;'Marriage within certain De- 
? fcrees. 

VII. The Manner of coritrac*- 
ing Eipoufals, and what En- 
gagements and Prorhifes of 
Marriage are binding. 

VIIL The Penalties incurred 
by forcible and clandeftine 
Marriages, and the Confe- 
auenccs attending Marriages 
lolemnized by the Diflenters. 



To which is added, 



An Hiftorical Account of the Marriage Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Greeks and Romans, and our 
Saxen Anceftors, and of mod Nations of the World 
at this Day. 
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£#vLAD IES 

• i - . ' And 

HE S£ general Dedication 
or Prefaces^ though tittle 
nefit can accrue to the. Cotae 
pqfer, have .this material Advantage 
however^ pf thofe that or $ more par- 
ttculari phatythey are feldom fluffed 
with Flattery and impotent Endeavours y 
W advance fome filly Mortal above the 
Level of his fellow Creatures, 

V - A % Her* 
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; Here he is under no T^rrftaUm if 
tttrHwting divine Perfe&ioHs & firing 
fettfekfi piece sf Pageantry $ mdtkt* 

down and worfhip n y as' is frequent m 
' Addrejfes of the other Kind; while nit 
more is meant than to cajole the little 
Animal, wbafe Name he ufei, **d 

*oak him out his /uperfktous Com* '• 
And fo natural is it for one whom 
Fortune has placed a little above his 
Neighbours, to imagine that he excels 
them no left in the Endowments of his 
Mind y to believe that Heaven has don? 
hut Juflice to his Juperior Talents > in 
thus advancing him above the Vulgar $ 
that an Author is at very little "Pains 
4o perjuade his Patron, he is really ah 
lied to the Gods ; Even the great Alex- s 
smder difcovered his Weaknefi in this 
Particular, and gave all Encourage- 
ment to thofe who paid him divine Hp- 
nours: Nor would others, who fall in* 

finitely 
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finitely Jht/rt of that great Man, fcru- 
ple as pofitruely to demand thislncenfe, 
if they wire clothed with equal Power, 
To fitch as thefe, how can a fervile . 
Dependant better recommend himfelf 
than by thus- applying to their' Vanity! 
What if there be nothing elfe but a lit- 
tle HI 'gotten Wealth, or a fantafiick 
Tttle, to diftinguifh the Man from the 
Croud, his Canity may be as predomi- 
nant, and his Thirfi of Adoration equal 
to that of Alexander'* ; and there ne- 
ver will want Men of Parts and Edu- 
cation, who ' will proflitute their Pens, 
to gratify the Ambition of thefe wotfd 
he Gods. 

• Where fuch AdSreJfes are made to a 
Gentleman, whofe Merit is in any De- 
gree anjweraUe to his Quality, his 
CharaEfer is oftner depreciated than 
advanced, by an Enumeration of his Ti- 
tles or Virtues: The malicious World 
iaiUimagjine him pleafed with tfoe ful- 
A 3 Jowe 
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fome Recital, . efpecially if any En?: 
courage we ftt be given to the Aahor. 

To avoid, therefore , bringing an Im- 
putation upon any particular Perfon r 
to whom I might dedicate this Ejfay^ 
under a Pretence of doing. Jufiice to his 
Merit, and to fave my felf a very un- 
grateful Task j / have chofen to prefint 
it to the Ladies and Gentlemen in ge- 
neral, for whofe Ufe it was defigfied\ 
and as the Ladies, by the Courtefy of 
England, are entitled to the Hand in 
Puhlick- X and the Defign of jhefe P4-1 
pers is principally to Jhew, how aptly 
they are formed, to give us all that 
Joy that Heaven firfi propofed in their 
Creation, and vindicate them from the 
jfyperjions that are thrown on ihem by 
the loofer World, and made a Pretence, 
for not entr'ing into the married State % 
I firft, apply my felf to ihem; nottha% 
I apprehend the Gentlemen will deny 
their (Countenance {q an tytdertakr* 
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#*& *qwfh d e fi$P e t to promote their, 
Happinefs, by removing.thofe Prejudi- 
ces they feem to entertain to that Sex f. 
who were intended to be the Comfort, 
and Solace of our Lives. Factions and 
Parties are always of pernicious Confe-. 
quence: But when one half of the hi*- , 
map Species /hall combine againfi the , 
other: ,. When Gentlemen Jhall be. 
taught, that Women are altogether un- 
qualified, for Friend/hip, and incapa- 
ble of yielding us any /olid Joy: That, 
there is fomething in their Compojhion . 
fo irreconcileabl/e, fo di/agreeable to. 
ours, that nothing but endlefs Jarrs 
will probably attend an intimate Union, 
with them: And the Ladies have im- . 
bibed Notions no lefs di/advantagecus 
to our Sex : An Atttempt to reconcile 
the Male and Female World, and give 
them more favourable Thoughts of one 
another, will, it is pre fumed, meet with 
a general Indulgence. It is /aid, in- 
A 4 deed* 
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tieedy the Devil never gets fitch an 
Advantage of a Man, as when he putt 
it into his Head to write, e/pecially 
upon fo critical a Subject; but what-? 
ever Advantages the. Devil, or the 
World may propofe, or however a Wri- 
ter may lay him/elf open to Cenfure, 
all this may pojfibly turn to his Advan- 
tage. Thefepublick Admonitions t h is 
true, are ufuaiiy theRefuh of Malice, 
or an impatient Itch of fhinmg at the - 
Expence of another :. But if they tend 
p rgfohe our Doubts y and illufirateihe 
SubjeB we are upon, what Reafon 
have .we to be angry? Every one does, 
or ought to aim at Truth, and what way 
more likely to difcover h, than by com- 
municating out; Thoughts to others y and 
allowing them free Liberty of dtf cant- 
ing upon them? Who would be content 
to remain in Error? Were it not better 
u receive. Inflruclion, even in the rough. 
D'taleB of Billing/gate, than 4te m 
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TV 

our Miftakes? Shall we grudge any 
Mem the Honour of the Conqueft, that . 
tarries Cmf^hfi in his Arguments? 
Surety, we ought to took upon fuch a 
one us a friend > rather than an Ene- 
my: Indeed 'to isvefy natural, to dejire 
to be- ufedwnh Humanity ; and it mufi . 
be acknowledged, that har d Names are] 
a little grating, tbttthey feldom con? 
vmee, or mak? one Profelite* And ye% 
J know not how it comes to pafs, Men 
of Learning, and even the Fathers of 
the moftpacifickgood nature d Religion 
in the World, whofe Meehtefs anS 
extended Beneuoknce Jhould d'tftbt- 
guijh them from the reft of Mankind, 
are too often apt to brand their Oppo^ 
nents wttb odious Epithets, when Met 
Arguments are wanting. They drefs 
the Man they would expofi in fome 
ludicrous or dreadful Garb, and then 
fet the Rabble upon. his Back to run 
him down: Bpt I flatter Hty felf, I 
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Jhall not be ft unhappy to incur thekf^ 
Indignation , however I may feiem 'to^ 
contradiB fome favourite Opimam.l 
The Church of Rome, indeed, alUmf\ 
her Votaries to examine nothing, hufijp\ 
believe as the Church believes, on paint, 
of Damnation ; but we are thought to%. 
breath a freer j$r y and to have fbm&* 
tjfe of our Reafon, after we are. inki-it 
ated into our Religion: That we areafs:^ 
Liberty to examine the Grounds of thofe^. 
Opinions that have obtained in th$*. 
World, when^they feem apparently t'e-% 
fugnant to the facred Writings. Fo*$ 
thepurpqfe: When our Saviour fays t \ 
Whoever puts away his Wife and^ 
marries another, unlefs in Cafe ©£s, 
Fornication, committeth Adultery 
And the Canonifis declare, That he that : a 
puts her away, even for Fornication, > 
and marries another, commits Adul** 
tery: A Man may, without the Impur e 
tatiqn of beingtw ajjumiugy examine intay^ 
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theReafon of this feemhtg Contradiction; 
efpe dally when we have Jken national 
Synods, as well as the fupream Civil 
Powers, differ with the Canonifts in this 
Point* There is fuch a Thing as a . 
Medium to he obferved; we may pay 
a fuitableRefpeB to Authority, without 
refigning up our Under/landing entirely . 
to it. It is held indeedby fome, that Ig- 
norance is the Mother of Devotion ; 
and manyThings are, no doubt, conceal- 
ed from the Vulgar with a pious In^ 
tent; hut what is that Virtue or Reft- 
gion worth, that has its Foundation 'in* 
Igtiorance; and how egregtoufly are 
thofe poor Creatures impofed upon, by 
tkofe who have an Interefi to ferve up- 
on them? It is the Glory of our Religir 
on, thai it can bear the Tefi of the 
ceft; Enquiries, and does not expeSl an 
implicit Submiffion: It allows, and even 
encourages ui to rxamin Opinions, how 
/peciqw'aftd popular foever, wfarei* 
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is done with Modefty, and a Defire of 
being informed i which encourages 00 
Writers to communicate their Though^ 
with a Freedom that is not known & 
Countries where the Inquijaion reignfis I 

But to proceed to give an Account 
fif fime of the principal Heads of thh 
• Treatife: Having weighed the Argp* 
ments for and againfi a married Life, 
in order to make the Undertaking of 
more general Ufe y I have confidered aU 
ptoft every other Head that has any Re* 
lotion to, Marriage: As whether one o* 
more. Wives or Husbands be mofi eqm* 
table or eligible: In whatCafesDroorea 
is allowable y and whether the Parties 
divorced ought to be at Liberty to mar* 
ry again -> and the Reafon of prohibit 
ting Marriage within certain Degrees* 
The Arguments on each Side are coir 
leBed from fome of the greateft Wri- 
ters on thefe Subjects, whofe Names are 
frequently mentioned, m the Body of this 

' " Work* 



P B P I C A T 10 ft. 

Wj find fometimes I have taken 
fir own Words, particularly Mr, 
ilto&'j, where the Images are fo 
ong y and the Colours fo beautiful, that 
py will not admit of an /iteration to 
Vantage. And I have alfo inquired 
to the Nature and Obligation of Mar* 
tge ContraBs and Promifes} when 
ey amount to prefent Marriage, and 
ben they extend only to future Mar- 
age: A Knowledge, of all others., the 
oft neceffary for young Ladies and 
entlemen, being of the greatefi Im- 
\rtance, and of the moft unwerfal 
nicer n ; and yet nothing is fo little mi- 
nded to* The general. Notion feems 
' be, that no Promifes, no Engage- 
ments whatever, among Lovers, art 
wding either in Law or Confcience, 
vt thofe that - are- made in a Church, 
nd ratified by the Priefi: No Manner 
t Difference is made between the Con- 
m aB and the Solemnization, or Pub- 
- •- licdtion 
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licationof it t or rather, the Ceremony 
at the Celebration is*taken fir the Sub* 
. fiantie-, for the ^ery Contract .it felf i 
which is ufually, tf not nhxrys, . con*- 
eluded before the Parties- enter the 
Church Doors. It is true$ the Words 
•of the Contract are repeated at the So- 
lemmzaiion, thtf they have-teen never 
fo^often repeated in private before-, but 
this can be for rid other End,- than *o 
apprize the World of the Agreement y 
that neither of the Parties may hav& jtt 
in their Power to retract, orde&eivethe 
other. So in every other Contract, the 
Parties meet and conclude the Bargaih 
between themfehes; but to prevent all 
Frauds Writings are ordered to tefiify 
the Agreement, and there 4 is the Solem- 
nity of figning and fealmg, &c. But 
it mufi be admitted, that the Contract 
is as binding in Confiience ; before that 
S ilemnity, as afterwards and it is oh- 
fervable in all- our Conveyances and 

Contract s r 
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Contracts, " that they run both in theptc- 
terperfeB and prefent Tenfe, viz. That 
\fich a one hath granted and agreed, 

- &c, and that he doth thereby grant 
afnd agree, &c, Now if the Party had 
before granted and agreed. Sec* as h 
recited; h feems a little of the latefito 
/ay, he doe? now grant and agree,, &c» 

. But the Meaning of it feems to tern 
more than this, that whereas the Bar* 
ties have made fuch an Agreement m 

? private ', or before fome particular 

- Friends, . they publijh it to the World,. 
■ that it may not be in the Power of ei- 
ther of them to recede from it $ and 

. thus, where a Man and a Woman do, 
, even in a Parlour, take one another for 
Husband -and Wife r : in Words of pre- 
sent Time, they are not only fo in Con- . 
i fc 'tence, but the Law has that. Regard 
\ .Jq the Contract, if tt can be proved, 

- that if 'either - "of the Parties marry elfe* 
\_ wbere y and have Chilaren, the. Ijfucjf 

\ 4 the 
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latter Marriage are accounted $a^ 
fiards y and either Party may be confc, 
gelled to return to his or jher former 
Sfroftfe } and if there be mE^dence of 
tty the Obligation is nepephelefs the 
fitnte in Cattfe'tew e*. where the 
Gonfrafi 4*. Prttonfc only relates to fu- 
ture Marriage, the Be'cJefiaftieal Courts 
trill compel the Performanie of #, or. 
Damages may he recovered at Gommetk 
Law, for the Breath of fitch a Pro->. 
mife $ and yet what is fi common* what 
p$ou boafted of than the falfifying our 
ffows of thh Ktnd, and deluding inm* 
cent fOrgtns, by the mafi folemn Oaths 
and Imprecations? This is looked upon 
as Jo neceffury a piece of Qolldntryhy 
fame, that without h ;tbey think tfai 
tan no more: arrive at the€hara&er of ft 
fine Gentlemw', than om who b#s Mr 

\ yer tiUed'hisMm. Bpt if it be true* 
■as J feem manner nf Ifcqfiw tb 4mkt t 

; ' $at$ejirfi €oMk^ 

^vw, ./ evert 
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ever, ought to fland, and all future 
Contra&s, tho* attended with the great* 
eft Solemnity , are abfolufety void : Horn 
many Families of Figure in the World 
will be found to live in a mofi criminal 
Commerce all their Lives, and their 
Children come under the Denomination 
ofBaflardsl A Reflection, methinis, 
that Jhmld have fome Influence on us, 
when the Ruin of the deluded Fair 
Can't move us. 

Having run thro'' the feveral Kinds 
of Marriage Contracts, whether he* 
tween prefent or ahfent Parties, whe- 
ther tranfaBedinPetfon or by Proxy, by 
Letters or Meffages ; hhave, laftly, gi* 
' pen an Hifiorical Account of the Rites 
and Ceremonies obferved at the Nup- 
tials of the antient Greeks and Ro- 
mans, and of the Englifli Saxons, 
with ihofe obferved in moft Nations of 
the World at this Day. 
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- And upon a Review of the whole, 
however the Work may want fome 
EmbelUJhments ,• /• have Reafon to be- 
lieve it mufl he highly ufeful and enter- 
taining to the young Gentlemen and La- 
dies, for whom it was dejigned, and to 
whofe Patronage it is recommended: 
Mufl it not excite the Curiofity ofeve/y 
one to enquire how it comes to pafs that 
thofe extravagant Honours are paid 
to a State of Coelibacy by the Religious, 
when Marriage is acknowledged to be 
the Inflitution of Heaven, and ordain- 
ed for fo many noble Purpofes? To 
enquire how the want of all Deftre or 
Inclination to propagate our Species, 
came to obtain the Name of Virtue ; 
will it be unpleafmg or unufeful to ob- 
ferve,' the exqutfite Satisfactions that 
are to be found in the Marriage of an 
agreeable Pair -, and the Deformity 
and ill Confequence, that commonty at- 
tends an unfatiable roving Lufl? Are 

; 'rot 
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not mofi People, with Rea/bn, inquift- 
twe into the Authority of Parents and 
Governors, in commanding, or refrain- 
ing and prohibiting Marriage ; and in- 
to the Power of Husbands, and Privi- 
leges of Wives ; when, and for what 
Caufes, Divorce is allowable , and if 
the Pttrties are at Liberty to marry a- 
gainl Why Marriages are prohibited 
within certain Degrees ; and whether 
the PraBice of Poligamy and Concu- 
binage are any Breach of the moral 
Law, or of a pojit 'we Command only ? 
Thefe, and other Particulars of the like 
Nature enumerated before, will faffi- 
ciently evince the Ufefulnefs of fuch a 
Treatife. Many of the Arguments, 'tis 
acknowledged, are taken from, and are 
to be found in other Authors, ^phofe 
Names are mentioned in this EJfay ; 
but they treat upon fo many different Sub- 
jects, and are fo voluminous, that they 
are not likely to jail into the Hands of 
4 tloe 
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the many, for whom this Work was in* 
tended. 

There will he found alfo a competent 
Share of Matter, for which the Author 
is not indebted to any that have gone be- 
fore him. Howjufi his Reflections are. 
mufl be fubmrtted ; but as he is ever- 
ready to retraB any miflaken Notions , 
and has not difguifed or concealed a 
Thought with any fimfler View : As he 
neither gives into the fuperfiitious Part 
of the World, or fooths the Libertine 
in his Vices: He may, it is prefum'd % 
meet with generous Treatment from the 
Wife and Virtuous, whofe Judgment on- 
ly ought to be regarded. 




MARRIAGE 

Preferable to a 

SINGLE LIFE. 

N<D God faid, it is not good* 
that the Man Jhould be alone, I 
will make him an. Help-meet for 
him. As God who beft knows 
tour Frame, and what will mbft conduce t6 
our Happirtefs, has thus plainly pointed out 
the married State, as the beft Expedient to re- 
lieve our Solitude, and fweeten die bitter 
Draught of Life ; it is furprizing there fliould 
tver arifc an.Order* or rather numerous Or- 

B ders 




% Marriage prefer ahle 

ders of Men, who fliould place moft of their 
Virtue and Religion in negie&ing and con- 
temning the (acred Inftitution j looking upon 
it as too great a Defilement and Pollution of 
their purer Souls, to obey an Ordinance dc- 
fign'd by Heaven, not only for the Comfort, 
but Continuance of our Species. 

What can this proceed from ? Is it from 
that impious, but vulgar Error, an Error that 
has prevail'd with the Multitude in almoft e- . 
very Age, and every Nation under Heaven $ 
namely, that God is plcafed with the Afflic- 
tions and Diftrefiesof his Creatures 5 and. that 
he abhors nothing more, than to. behold them 
in perfeft Eafc and Tranquillity ? Or is it that 
they find Virtue an exceeding difficult Task, 
and therefore impofe Penances and Hardfhips 
on themfelves, by way of Compofition for 
their Deviations from it? Are they fenfible 
they do not a& up to the Di£t*tc$ of that 
Reafca with which God has endoirfM them, 
land therefore would commute with him for 
their Difobedicnce i Or laftly, do they look 
«pon the gratifying thqfe Appetites mi Pro- 
penfions God «nd Namre has planted io us, as 
* finfui and abominable Pollution $ 96 Rem 
does more than infinuate, when flie 4eni?s 
Wives to tlwfe who minifter io. hply Thiegs? 

To 
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To tome or all of thefe, poffibly, we may at- 
tribute thofe unnatural Reftraints that have 
been laid upon human Nature, by the De- 
votees and Bigots of every falfc Religion. 

O wretched Man, whofe Pleafure is a 
Crimei* 

. " Haft thou not, fays Montaign y Afflidions 
" and Inconveniences enough, that are inevi- 
" table, but thou muft incrcafethem by thine 
€€ own Invention? Art thou not mifcrabie 
" enough by Nature, without being fo by 
u Art ? There are real and cffeiitiai Calami- 
" ties enough, without forging thofe that are 
4€ imaginary. Haft thou perform'd all the Of- 
u ficcs that Nature has enjoin'd thee, that 
41 thou doft oblige thy feif to more and new? 
u Thou doft not ftick to break the univerfal 
■ u and undoubted Laws, and yet ftick'ft faft to 
" thofe fantaftick ones of thy own devifing. 
tt The Laws of thy ScGt or Party bind thee, 
u and perhaps thofe of the Parifli where thou 
" liveft : Thofe of the World concern thee not. 

To proceed ; That ever Whips, hair Shirts, 
the cutting and mangling our Flefh, macerat- 
ing our Bodies, difcrdering our Minds, and 
raining our Health, one of the moft fubftan- 
tiai Bleffings>in Nature, by excefltvc Failing, 

and the denying our felves the innocent Grati- 

B z fication 
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fication of our Appetites, fliould be look'd 
upon as pleafing to the Author of our Being; 
and the Author of every Appetite and Pro- 
penfion in us, is fomething very extraordk 
nary. - »• • 

Again, that Heaven fliould have ordained 
but one only Method for the Propagation and 
Continuance of our Species, riay, and enforced 
it by a pofitive. Command, and order'd Things 
fo, that a great Part of our Happincfs fliould 
confift in a Union and intimate Commerce 
# of both Sexes* and when the great Work of 
Creation was finiflied, God fliould deliberate- 
Jy declare, when he review'd every Thing that 
he had made, (even every Appetite and every 
Propenfion,). that behold it was very good: 
After all this, that Virtue and Religion ftoUld 
be made to confift in negie&ing the Propaga- 
tion of our Species, and denying our felves the 
Gratification of our Senfes, even in the moft 
moderate and regular Manner, is altogether 
unaccountable. 

We would be Angels, poflibly, before our 
Time i but let us firft perform the Duties of 
reafonable Men, and then it may be time c- 
nough to afpire to the Condition of Angels * 
and' not becaufe there is a Text or two in 
Scripture, which, according to vulgar Appre- 
. henfion, 
4 . 
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henfion, may fccm to countenance Codibacy, 
rejeft others much plainer, and aft contrary to 
the whole Tenor of the facred Writings. Our 
Saviour, indeed, fays, that in Heaven there 
Jhall be no marrying, or giving in Marriage* 
but we Jhall be as the Angels. Not in all Re 
fpe&s, fay our Commentators, but as to Im- 
mortality and Incorruptibility, and fo (hall 
need no Marriages to perpetuate our Genera- 
tions. 

But whether the Angels themfelves have 
Bodies compofed of a more refined and fubtil 
Matter than ours at prefent $ or whether they 
and we, after the Refurre&ion, may not be ca- 
pable of receiving Pleafurc by the Mediation of 
fuch Bodies, feems not to be determined. 
Nay, it iS| difficult to think that our Bodies, 
which are to be then more exquifitely framed, 
fhould be of no Manner of Ufe or Advantage 
to us : We may probably be fo far like the An- 
gels, as to have the abfolute Dominion of our 
Appetites and Paflions $ and be endowed with 
fuch a Share of Wifdom and Virtue, that we 
need not be reftrained by Contracts and Engage- 
ments, or be governed by pofitivc Laws ; every 
Man being fo far a Law to himfelf as to trans- 
act all Things with the greateft Reafon and Ju- 
ftice. There may be no manner of Occafion 
B 3 for 
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for Laws or Contrails, to keep us within th« 
Bounds of our Duty in thefc blefled Abodes; 
but whether we (hall have all, or any of our 
Senfes 5 or, . whether as many more as we enjoy 
in this mortal State, does not appear from that 
or any other Text; all that we know, is that 
we know not what we (hall be then. 

Some are pleated to allow us the Senfe of 
Hearing, and (bme of Seeing, and exclude the 
reft j but what Danger there can be in allowing 
us all or any of our Senfes, when the Soul (hall 
have the abfolutc Government of them, and 
we fhall ad according to theDi&ates of right 
Reafon , I cannot forfee , any more than 
there was in permitting our firft Parents to 
enjoy them in Taradife: Nay, indeed, not 
fo much, if we (hail be, as the general Opi- 
nion is, out of all Poffibility of tranlgref- 
itng again. It is agreed, I think, that 
whatever our Pleafures (hall be, they will be 
much greater and more durable -than any we 
have experienced here, which is a ftrong Argu- 
ment for a married State; for if we may 
thereby be the Inftruments of bringing Crea- 
tures unto Being, that (hall not only enjoy this 
Life (that perhaps is no great Boon) but who 
(hall know the mod ccftatick Blifs to all Eter- 
nity i is not this an Inducement fufficient to 

• balance 
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balance any temporal IncdTiveftfcncc > If any 
. Monaftick, or Patron of Ccelibacy, can propofc 
an End fo beneficial, fo glorious as this, in a 
fingle Life, I fhall foon become his Difciple. 

If it be indifferent, indeed, whether we do 
the grcatcft Good that Man can conceive, then 
might Marriage be indifferent. The Ramans 
and Grecians, we fee, who bad none of thofe 
mighty Views of Futurity that we Chriftia* 
pretend to have, laid unmarried People uncter 
Difgrace, and heaped Honours and Privileges 
upon thofe that enter'd iftto that State. Whft 
ffocouragcmcnf then Ought Chriftian Gover- 
nors to give their Subjefts to enter into ihk 
State, whereby they fhall ftOt only people their 
©wn temporary Dominions, but even* Heavcft 
it felf, that bright Region Of BJifsaftd Immor- 
tality ? But in fa&, Men look upon all that's 
faid of the other World, in the faered Writings 
birt as the t> realms of Enthufiafift or a Utopian 
f*laft 5 or thtfir P*afi!k:e would not in thris, and 
every other Inftance, Fo direttly contradifl! their 
Ct&d. 

But there are fome, who p*et ettd to carry fo 
. vehemctft art Antipathy agaittft what they arc 
ptesffed to denominate Impurity fffcfctheywifl 
«ot allow the Women to rife agate in the 
* feme Sex. Others arc? for altering every part 
B + of 
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of us, and think we fhall not retain the leaft Rc£ 
femblance of what we are now, either in Form 
or Subftance, but he entirely new Creatures ia. 
a literal Senfe ; becaufe they cannot conceive of 
what Ufe any one of our Members can be to us; 
9nd all this from the immoderate Dctcftation of 
every Thing that has any relation to' our Sett- 
les. But I would ask thefe Puritans, how, at 
ler fuch an entire Metamorphofis, we can proper- 
ly be faid to rife with the fame Bodies ? It need 
not be asked, I think, whether we, (hall know 
our Friends in the next State, for it will not be 
very eafy for us, upon this Suppofition, to 
know ouff felves 5 but if thefe Gent lcmca 
would confider, that our Saviour himfelf appear- 
. ed exadly in the fame: Form after his Resurrec- 
tion, as h? did before, at\d eat and drank as wc 
Mortals do* or at leaft feem'd to do fo (and 
my Opponents are at Liberty to take which 
fide of the Queftion they pleafe) it may be a 
Means poffibly to recover them frojn they: 
Deluiion,. 

As Milton obferves, €C Marriage for many 
" Ages lay in Difgracc with the antient Doctors, 
" as 3 Work of the Fle/b, a Defilement. 
" wholly denied toPriefts, and a fecond time 
u diffuaded to all* But how comes it to pafs, 
that an Ad fo natural, fqnec?ffary, (hou\$ 
. ' : ' * ' b<? 
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fee looked upon as a Pollution any more than 
• eating and drinking ? In thefe the Exceft only is 
held criminal, then why fliould the moderate 
Ufc of the other be condemned? 

To fay the Adk>n is brutifh, becaufe it fs 
common to Beads as welt as Men $ by the 
fame Rule, we ought to refrain from every Ga- 
ther Adion that is common to us with brute 
Beafts. Mankind can be no more propagated 
without the gratifying one Appetite, than be 
fupported without gratifying another ; and in 
fome Countries Men are as much afhamed, it 
feems, of being feen to cat, as they arc here 
to be found in the Ad of Generation 5 but 
every thing we arc afhamed of is not criminal. 
It may be decent and commendable to do 
many Things in private, that are not fit to be 
done in publick j as every Man's Reafon will 
fugged to him from various Motives. In *Pa- 
radife, and in a State of Perfedion, there can 
be no fuch thing as Shame, becaufe there can 
be no Miftakes, no Mifapprehenfions, or Dan- 
ger of offending or corrupting thofe about 
us, becaufe all are fuppofed to ad upon Princi- 
ples which are the Refult of the raoft con- 
fUmmate Wifdom and. Virtue : But here, 
where even an innocent Adion may produce 
iU EiFeds in • thofe we converfe witly or create 
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in them an Opinion of Levity, or Weaknefc 
in our felvcs, common Prudence will admo- 
nifli us to retire. 

But no Man will infer from hence, that c- 
vcry thing which Cuftom or Prudence prompts 
us to conceal, is therefore impure or diflio- 
neft. To proceed, the Jews were fo far from 
apprehending any thing criminal in Marriage, 
that in purfuance of the Command to en- 
creafe and multiply, they obliged all their 
Males to marry before twenty % and many of 
their Do&ors looked upon thofe who abftained 
longer as guilty of Murder. By the Laws 
of Lycurgus* old Batchelors had Marks of In- 
famy fet upon them : Tlato declared them un- 
worthy of any Honour * and the Romans gave 
great Encouragements to enter into the marri- 
ed State. 

But, fay our Monafticks, * by denying our 
« felvcs thefe Gratifications, and devoting our 
u felvcs to Afts of Piety and Devotion, we 
" may be much more acceptable to the Deity/' 
And poflibly many of them ore in tarneft; 
they really think by their vokineaiy Penanctfs 
and Mortifications, by fhiating fhtfttrfetves up 
in Cloyfters, in order to repeat oyer a Bead- 
Roll of Prayers ( for to pray and ntf&tafe 
Without ccaftog, in a literal Scnfit^ fca&*a% 

impof. 
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impcffible) from one end of the Day to the 
other, is an Aft extremely pleating to God. 
That People may be brought to think in this 
Way, Ihavefeen feverai Inftances even a- 
mong Protcftants, particularly the good old 
Woman that the Weather had prevented go* 
ing to Church, who inftead of her Prayers 
read over a whole Chapter of hard Names j_ 
and look'd upon it that fhe had by that Task 
recommended her felf to the Prote&ion of 
Heaven, as cfFe&ually as if flic had performed 
her Devotions in the Manner that other Peo- 
ple did; fhe had punifhed her fclf (be was fare; 
and it is a Notion hardly to be rooted out of 
the common People, that Heaven is pleafed 
with the little Puniftiments and Penances they 
lay upon themfelves : Even Papifts and Presby- 
terians feem to agree in this, that if any Thing 
will render the Deity propitious* thefe will : 
Though how thefe things, when fdrioufly exa- 
mined, fhould tend to promote the Honour of 
God, or the Good of Mankind, may be dif- 
ficult to difcovcr. Does not one Man of found 
Principles and honeft Convcrfatioifr, do more 
Service to Virtue and Religion, and to the 
World while he remains in it/ by his Ex- 
ample, and fhewing the FcafiWenefsr of con- 
verting amongft Men with Innocence and In- 
tegrity, 
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tegrlty, than a dozen cloyftered Nuns and Fry- 
ars, who have retired out of it to fay their 
Prayers i 

The Monafticks alfo feem to declare their 
bwnWeaknefs, and that they defpairof doing 
their Duty in the World j and therefore for 
their own Eafe, and that they may render the 
Strife between Flefli and Spirit more tolerable> 
retire out of it 5 fo that to thofe that do remain 
in the World, and acquit themfelves well, they 
v plainly refign the Poft of Honour: They 
themfelves give the Preference to thofe great 
Souls, who can convcrfe with the World, and 
not be polluted by it. 

But they pretend farther, that a Commerce 
with Women clouds, their Underftandings, 
and makes them unfit for Study, or any thing 
that is great and noble. To rcfolve this,, we 
xnuft appeal to thofe who have tried both Con- 
ditions, which our Monafticks cannot be fup- 
pofed to have done ; and this Dodrine, I be- 
lieve, will then be contradided by univerfal Ex- 
perience, provided we avoid Intemperance and 
Excefs : And admitting there was fome prefent 
Indifpofition, do not our ordinary Meals too 
often make lis lefs fit for Study for a Time ? But 
the Man foon revives, and his Mind is much 
lefs difordcred by the moderate Gratification 
— - of 
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of his Appetites, than by fuffering himfdf to 
be perpetually racked and tortured by a burn- 
ing importunate Defire, which he has deter* 
minied never to fatisfy in the Way that God 
.and Nature defigned. 

Nor (hall wq, from the Obfervation of thofc 
who have denied themfelvc$ thefe Satisfacti- 
ons, and lived to advanced Years in this unna- 
tural State, be at all induced to follow their 
Example : Their perpetual Contentions with 
the Calls and Inftin&s of Nature, or the de- 
nying thcmfelves. the Society of the other 
Sex, generally render them fo exceeding "pce- 
vifh and untra&able, that they are hardly fit for 
Society : So offended, fo out of Love with the 
World they feem, (which they would have us 
believe, proceeds from the impure Liberties 
Mankind take) and fuch Enemies to focial 
Life, that they give ho fmall Uneafinefs to 
thofe they converfe with, or depend upon them. 
The Apoftles and primitive Chriftians indeed, 
in a State of Perfecution, and when their whole 
Lives were fpent in travelling to remote and 
barbarous Countries, and often deftitute of all 
Conveniences of Life, might have Reafons 
for not entring into the rgarried State : Nay 
if they had, it was almoft impoffible, in that 
Condition, they fliould reap the Fruits, or 

perform 
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perform the Conditions of it; butcvcninthcfe 
Diftrefles they were fee from prohibiting Mar- 
riage to their Followers, confeifing that the 
Calls of Nature were not always to be refitted. 
And though we fhould admit a MUftonary, 
who oat of Zeal for his Religion fhould tra- 
vel to for diftant Countries, and live in perpe- 
tual Hazards and Diftreflcs, in order to im- 
prove Mankind, and acquaint them with the 
Beauties and Advantages of Religion, to dc- 
fervc to be enrolled in the Catalogue of Saints or 
Heroes: If we fhould applaud the Man who deni- 
ed hixn&lf the Satisfactions he might hav e indul- 
ged to hazard his Life in Co glorious an Enter? 
prifes yet why one who lives in Peace in his 
own Country, and knows no other Diftreflcs 
Chan thofe of hi6 own making, fhould expeft 
the fame Applaufc for not entring into the 
married State, is not altogether ib intelligible. 
If k be faid that the Cares of a Family make 
him lefs capable to ferve God, or of doing 
good in the World, I am really at a Lofs to 
know why ; for fuppofing a Man to have a For- 
tune to manage, or to he brought up to any 
Trade or Husbandry, will not the Wife take off 
abundance of the boufhold Care ? Are not his 
Effe&s within Doors much fafer in her Hands 
than in a Stranger's or Servants ? And muft not 

this 
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this eafe him of many diftra&ng Cares ? Sup-' 
pole him a Gentleman, or a Divine, may he 
not be much more ferviceabie to the Neigh- 
bourhood he lives in, by his dealing with them, 
and adminiftring 'to their Neceifities, where 
he has a Wife and Family, than if he had 
none i Let the Villagers determine this Point, 
and tell us, if they had not rather fee one Gen- 
tleman, or Clergyman, fettle amongft them 
with a Family, than five without : And as to 
its being any Hindrance to Study and Con- 
templation, or the Service of God and Man, 
I take a Family to be rather a Relief, than any 
Prejudice to either. If we are at fome Care 
«nd Trouble to provide for a Family, to ba- 
lance this, we have a mighty Satisfa&ion in do- 
ing it, and we need not go Abroad to find Di- 
vcrfiou : The Convention of a Wife and 
Children, at our vacant Hours, is a moft exqui- 
site Satfcfaftion ssndfromthefe be will return to 
his Studies again wkh a Mind perfeftly fecene 
and eafy. The mutual good Offices and En- 
dearments that are to be Teen in a well rcgu- 
w kttd Family, are a mod ravifljing Entertain- 
ment even to an obfecviog Stcaoger. 

See the kind and undiflemWcd Concern of 
the Father and Mother for each othct's Wel- 
fare i fee them both bufy in contriving their 

- Chil- 
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Childrens Happinefs, and regulating their Coin? 
dud. Behold the Children officious to dd 
whatever tfiey think may be grateful to thfeir 
Parents ; the Servants readily and chearfully 
performing their Duty, in a Senfe of their be- 
ing ufed with Humanity and Tendetnefs. Sec 
th£ neighbouring Villagers, in all their Di- 
ftrefles, applying to, and relieved by this hofpi- 
table Family, and fliew me any thing in a Cloy- 
fter, or a fingle Life, that has fo lovely> fO 
beautiful ian Afped. 

And are not the Powers and Faculties of out 
Minds limited? can we perpetually contem- 
plate and keep them upon the ftretch? Arc 
not Sleep and Diet, and (he fweet Intcrcourfc 
of Love, by Heaven made neceflary to recruit 
and refrefli our wearied Bodies, and exhaufted 
Spirits ? Then let us not leave the Road that 
Nature has trae'd out, and afpiring to be An- 
gels before our Time, render bur felves left 
able to perform the common Offices of Hu- 
manity. 

But it has been rightly obferved, that the 
World is generally govern'd by Names and 
Sounds $ fix but fome odious Epithet upon the 
Thing or Perfon you would blacken, and it 
(hall have a quicker Operation than if you 
had produe'd the moft pregnant Proofs : And 

this 
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this is in no Inftance jnore confpicuous, than 

the Gafe before us. Wc fee (tiefe Advocates . 
for a pretended angelick Purity never fail to 
brand the Appetite and Defirc of multiplying 
. bur Kind, with the now detcfted Name of 
Lufts tho' Luft or Defirc, taken (imply/ when 
it has nothing in it irregular or inordinate, 
muft be ailow'd to be extremely innocent: 
\ And this very dreadful Word, which Time and 
. Ufe have rendred fo exceeding (hocking, ftg- 
nified no more, in the laft Age, than bare fDe- 
jire> (however it is now appropriated to the 
foiileft Effeft of a. difordcr'd and' irregular 
Paffion,-) as we may fee by that Text, He that 
lufteth to fee good 'Days, &c. It is the con- 
founding the former and the prefent Senfe of 
this- Word that has led fome well^ meaning 
People into a& Abhorrence of the moft harmlefs, 
if not the moft generous Paffion, that ever io* 
fpired the Breaft of Man: But can any rati- 
onal Man imagine that Virtue confifts in the 
having no Dcfires, no Appetites or Paflions, 
as ihefe Perfons would insinuate ? Does it not 
rather confift in the regulating and governing 
our Appetites and Paffions, and dirc&ing them 
to their proper Ends, for which: Heaven in- 
tended them ? Where is the Virtue, whejre the 
Honour of being deftitute of all Defire, of 
C every 
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every Appetite J We frequently fee indeed, 
. Infenfibility looked upon as the Rcfok of a 
confummatc Virtue. But would the moft vir- 
tuous Lady really have 'feet Lover believe flic, 
hasnowarm Defires ? Or would the Coldnefc 
of his Conftitution at all recommend him to 
her Choice, whatever her publiqk Profeffions 
are? If Ok is indeed thus cool, flic would: be 
much filter for a Cloyttcr than a married State. 
But there are feveral other;great Ends ia : .Mar- 
riage, heitd£6 fatisfying this Paflion ; Do ma 
not propofc to find in-thcPejifon we fi}t ear. 
Affections an, lone who., raayepntribute to. lc£ 
fen and divide our Cares, and snake Life ft 
tolerably eafy i J)o we not pxopofe the increa- 
jgngand multiplying our, Species, and leaving 
Sons and Daughters behind as, who may hie a 
Strength and Ornament to our .particular Fa- 
milies, and itomc Commonwealth we live: in i 
And mall the Defoe of Marriage, which con- 
duces to fo many, and fuch noble PmpoftSj be 
looked upon only as the l&fdk. of a dijbtdcred 
Luft> This may sxptefsthcperv^rfe and-peefyUlt 
Tempers jDf 'thofc, who irnafce the ill ijaturcd 
Suggeftion, but will beflC.'lictle Weight with 
any one of .common Senfe. \ . . ; : . 

| But it. is obje#ed farther > that Women arc 
incapable of entertaining any real Frieadihip* 

\j That 
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That there is fiich an Unfuitablchefs, fucha' 
Contrariety in our Natures, that it is notia 
thd Power of Wifdom it fclf to render the 
Sexes agreeable to each other long: That in- 
ftcad of proving a Help-meet, a Wife is often' 
4 domeftkk Plague, and fo much more to be' 
dreaded than any other Calamity j as ihe is 
intimate with all our Concerned fo faftned to 
us,ithat nothing but Death can remove the Evil. 
Now if we fhould admit that this is fometimes 
thcCafe, yet it does not follow that the Inftituti* 
oh of Marriage ought to be blamed, or a gene- 
ral Difagreeabknef? of the Sexes to each other; 
inferred from fome few fuch Inftances. • It is 
obfervable, that the beft Things, corrupted 
and abu&d, often, prove the worft; and eho? 
Marriage, as has be?n intim*ted> was certainly; 
defigned to relieve our Solitude, and promote 
our mutual Interefts and Happinefs$ yet if 
when we are entring upon the grcateft Con- 
corn of our whole Lives, we will ufe no Cau- 
tion, no Deliberation; if Wifdom and Difr 
crdtion have no Share in the Tranfa&ion, what 
can fee opened but eiiiHefs Broils and Conten- 
tions, infuperable Averfion and Antipathy, 
dark gloomy Profpefts of lafting and irrevoca- 
We Woe, much worfe than even Solitude it 
fidft J:his, I fay, may be expefted, where we 
, ( C % blindly 
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; ( . . blindly rufli into that State without confuting 
opt Rcafon : If ever Prudence was ncccflary r 
it is in this grand Concern 5 proper Enquiries 
muft be made, if we would hope for Succefs i 
as whether the Party has a fincere AfFe&ion for 
Us, and we for them $ whether their Tempers, 
manner of Life and Education ire agreeable to 
ours ; whether they are likely to perform the 
refpe&ive Parts they are to ad, the Man in his 
Dealings and Commerce with the World, the 
Woman in the Management of her Concerns 
' at home. For as my Lord Halifax, in his Ad- 
; vice to a Daughter, obferves, the Government 
j of the Houfe, the Family and Children, is 
' the Province allotted to the Wife; and the dis- 
charging it well, will for that Rcafon be ex- 
1 pc&ed from her : If(fafi he) you either defert it 
out of Lazinefs, or manage it ill for want of 
Skill \ injlead of an Help, you will be an In- 
cumbrance to the Family where you are placed. 
He goes on admirably, which I beg leave to 
tranferibefor the Advantage of the Ladies and 
Gentlemen that have not met with it. 
. " I muft tell you, Madam, fays he, that no 
« Refpeffr is lafting, but that which is produced 
€t by our being in fome Degree afeful to thofc 
" that pay it 5 where thatfaileth, the Homage 
" and the Reverence go along with it, and 
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m fly to others, where fomething may be ef- 
u pe&ed in Exchange for them: And upon 
u this Principle, the Rcfpefts even of the 
" Children and the Servants will not ftay with 
" one. that doth not think them worthy their 
" Care s and the old Houfc-keeper fliall make 
u a better Figure in the Family, than the Lady 
* with all her fine Cloaths, -if flic wilfully re- 
« linquiflies her Title to the Government. 
' u Therefore take heed of carrying your good 
" Breeding to fuch a Height, as to htgood for 
<\ nothing and to be proud of it. Some think 
)" it hath a great Air to be above troubling their 
" Thoughts with fuch ordinary Things as their 
f Houfe and Family ; .others dare not admit 
u Cares, for fear they (hould haftcn Wrinkles. 
« Miftakcn Pride maketh fomc think they 
« muft keep thcmfelves up, . and not defcend to 
46 thefe Duties, which do not fecm enough re- 
" fined for great Ladies to be imployed in; for- 
u getting all this while, that it is more than the 
greateft Princes can do, at once to preferve 
" Refpeft, and negicft their Bufincfs : A T * 
" Age ever eretfed Altars to infignificant 
iC Gods. They had all fome 'Quality applied 
*' to them, to draw Worfliip from Mankind ; 
" this maketh it the more unrcafonable, for a 
?£ Lady to expeft to be confidcrcd, and at the 
C 3 lt fame 
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"tfamfe time rcfolvc not to deferve it. Good 
? Looks alone will not do, they are notfuch 
" a lifting Tenure as to be relied upon; and 

* if they flioUld ftay longer than they ufually 
< € do, it will by no Means be fafe to depend 

* uport them; for when Time hath abated 

* the Violence of the firft Liking, and that the 
" Nap is a littld worn off, though ftill a good 
.* Degree of Kindhels may remain, Men 

recover their Sight Much before might , bt 
4i dazzled, and allow themfeives to objeft, as 

* well as tt> admire : But if a Man will fix up- 
on a gay fluttering Thing, that has neither 
Serife to manage her Houfchold Affairs, Or 

/to entertain him. with her Converfations he 
mutt thank himfclf for the Confequence. 
- 7 The famous Montaign alfo affigns^Hufwifef y 
as one of the grearcft Accompliftiments in a 
Wife $ and what is here obfervedof the Wo- 
inin, with a little Variation, may direfit her 
in the Choice of a HusbaiuJ. 
/ If he too be guilty of Lazinefs, oc want df 
Skill to manage his Concerns, inftead of a 
Help, he will probably prove but an Incum- 
brance 5 and he alfo would do very well to re- 
member, ThdtwRefpeB is lifting* butthdt 
which is produced by our bring in fitne *De- 
gree ufifitl to thoje &ko p*y it : Tht fl&k&ng 

often 
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often, upon this admirable Sentence, would 
probably prove one of the beft Expedients co- 
wards rendring Marriage what it was defigntt, 
a moft fweet, delightful States and it is hot 
that there want Women of Scnfc and Virtue, 
capable of being agreeable Companions, even 
to the wifeft j but it is not Virtue and good 
Senfe we aim at; and though in every other 
Concern of life we may hope to be affifted 
by the Advice of our Friends and Relation^ 
in this their Judgment and Experience are fo 
far from being of Ufe ta us„ that they, with 
all their Wifdom, frequently contribute, and 
even compel us to enter upon certain Ruin. 
So far arc they from considering whether the 
Parties have any Relifh for one another's 
Gonvcrfation, that they give them <io Oppor- 
tunity of making the Experiment; and let 
the Petfon be blind, lame, deformed, difcafed, 
fowrc, morofe, vicious* old, or good for no- 
thing, if there bo but Wealth, or they cad a 
little advance their Son or Daughter above the 
Quality or Oxwbtkm themfclvcs have lived in, 
the poor Children nxuft he made a living Sa- 
crifice, and probably know no more happy 
Days after the Sokmimctation of their Nuptials. 
What can be cxpefted from fikch Matches as 
chde r but the moft piercing Sorrows, tho* at- 
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tended with , a glittering Equipage, and the 
gttatcft iFlow of Plehty ? If a Man is not eafy 
at home, if (he that (houid be a Bofom-Friend 
proves little better than a Fiend, can the whole 
World make him an Equivalent? 

As thofe who are thus facrificcd by their Pa- 
rents ought to be pitied, it being more their 
Fate than their Fault 5 yet what (hall we fay 
for thofe who are at their own Difpofal, 2nd 
•in eafy Circumftances, and barter their Liber- 
ty, and furrender their Perfons, upon the like 
vile Motives) Or for thofe who, fmitten with 
a Shape, or Mein, or the Varnifli of a fine 
Completion, without confidering any other 
Accomplifliments, (halt refign their Freedom ? 
Will they charge the Inftitutionwith their 
Misfortunes, or fay there was not a deferring 
Woman to be found, becaufc they blindly and 
precipitately have thrown themfelves away ? 

No, the Fault is not in the Institution $ 
nor is there fuch a Dearth of fine Women : 
We have feen Women whofc Afiedion, whofe 
•Conftancy and Senfe of Honour, has equalled, 
if not exceeded, that of the greateft Heroes 
of our Sex : Who is not acquainted with the 
Hiftory of Lucretia, and of. Garcia the Wife 
of Brutus, and feveral other Roman Heroines > 
Of whom give me leave to produce Qne or 
ftvp Inftanccs. Tft$ 
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The firft fhall be that of Arria, whofc Htif- 
band Cecima Te^us, haying been made Pri- 
foner by fome of the Emperor Claudius his 
People, after Scribonianus his Defeat, whofc 
Party he liad embraced in the War, (he begg'd 
of thofe who were to cany him Prifoner to 
Rome, that they would take her into their 
Ship, where (he fliould be much lefs Charge 
and Trouble to them, (he (aid, than a great 
many Perfons they muft othtrwife have to at- 
tend her Husband * and that (he alone would 
undertake to fenre him in his Chamber, his 
Kitfchen, and all other Offices. But they, re- 
fused her. Whereupon (he put her felf into a 
Fifher-Boat (he hir'd on a fudden, and in that 
manner from Sclavmia followed him. Be- 
ing come to Rome, Junia, the Widow of 
Scribonianus, one Day, for the Refemblance 
of their Fortunes, accofting her in the Empe- 
ror s Prefcnce, (he rudely repuls'd her wirh 
thefe Woods, J, faid (he, [peak to thee? or 
give ear to any thing thou fayft ? To thee in 
whofe Lap Scribonianus was JIain, and thou 
art yet alive? Thcfc Words, and feveral o- 
ther fuch Intimations, gave her Friends to un- 
derftand that (he would undoubtedly difpatch 
her felf, impatient of fupporting her Husband's 
Fortune : An<\Tbrafeahcr Son-in-law befeech- 

ing 
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ing her not toihtow away her firtf, and faying „ 
to her, What if IJhould rtm the fame Fortune 
that Cccinna has done* would you thatymr 
'Daughter, tny Wife, Jfould 4o the fame? 
Would 1? repiy'd flie, yes, yes, 1 would* if 
, flte bad Irv'd as long and m as good Intelli- 
gence with tbee y as I have done faith tny Htff- 
iand. Theft Anfwcrs made them more carer 
ful of her, and to have a more watchful Eye 
to her Deportment. One Day having &td 
to thofe that look'd to her* 'Tis to much Tur- 
pofe that you take all this Tains to prevent . 
we, you may indeed make me to die an ill 
%)eath t hut to keep me from dying, is net in 
your Tower $ (be on a fudden furioufly flatted 
• from a Chair wherein flte fate, and witk all 
her Force ran her Head agamft the Watt ; by 
which Blow being laid flat in a Swoon, and 
very much wounded, after they had again 
With much ado brought her to. her fclf, I told 
you, faid fhe, that if you refus'd me fomeeafy 
Way of dying, I fhoutdfmd out another, how 
painful foever. The Gondufion Of fcr admi- 
rable a Virtue was thus* her Husband Titus 
not having Resolution enough of bfeownco 
difpatch himfelf, as he v^s by the EmpefOfs 
Cruelty enjoin'd, one Bay, araongft ©there, 
after having firft employ^ all the < Rcafoos and 
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Exhortations which file thought moft preva- 
lent to pcrfuade him to it, fhc fnatch'd the 
Poniard he wore ftom his Side, and holding 
ititeady in. her Hand, for the Conclufion of 
her Admonitions, Do this, Petus, faid (he*; 
and in the fame Inftant giving her&lf a mor- 
tal Stab In the Bread, and then drawing it out 
of die Wound, prcfented it to him; ending 
het Life with this noble, generous and im- 
mortal Saying, Tate, rum dokt, Petus, it hurts 
mt y having Strength to jpronounce no more 
tint thofe three never to be forgotten Word*, 

\ ■ ' .... 

Gafia fko gladium cum tradaret Atria Tato, . 

§lmm de vifceribuiJraxerat ipfo Juis ; 
Si qua fides* vulnus, qmd ftci y non dolet> inquit, 

Sed quod tu fades, id mibi Tate dokt. 

When the chaffe Atria gave the reeking Brand 
That had new goaitt her Heart, to Tetus* Hand, 
Pctus^* Wound I've made hurts not y quoth (he, 
ButtkeWtnmd thou wilt make,'iis that hurts me. 

The A&ion was modi more noble in it fclf, 
and of a braver Scnfe, than .the Poet could ex- 
prcfe it * for fhe tas fb far from being deterr'd 
bj the Cruelty of her HusbandV Wound and 
Death, and her own, that flic had been the 

Pro- 
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Promotrefs, and had gJrcn the Advice/; But 
having perform'd this high and contagious En- 
terprize for her Husband's only Convenience, 
(he had, even in the laft Gafp of her Life, no 
dthcr Concern but for him, and of difpoffef- 
fing him of the Fear of dying with her. 
tus prcfently ftruck himfelf to the Heart with . 
the fame: Weapon ; afhamed, I believe, to have 
flood in need of fo dear and precious an Ex- 
ample, v ' 

* The next Inftance I (hall produce, • is that 
of Tompeia TauMna, a young and very noble 
Rinnan Lady, who had married Seneca in his 
, extreme old Age. Nero, his fine Pupil, fent 
his Guards to him, to denounce, the Sentence 
of Death; which was perform'd after this 
Manner : When the Raman Emperors of thofc 
Times had condemned any Man of Quality, 
they fent to him by their Officers, to chufe 
what Death he would, and to execute it with- 
in fuch or fuch a Time j which was limited 
according to the Mettle 'of their Indignation, 
to a fhortcr or a longer Refpite, that they 
might therein have better Leifure to difpofe 
their Affairs ; and fometimes depriving them 
of the Means of doing it, by the ihortnefsof 
the Time. And if the condemn'd feem'd 
unwilling to fubmit to the Order, they had 

PeoplQ 
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People tttdf at hand to execute it, by cut- 
dng the Veins of the Arms and Legs, or by 
compelling them by Force to fwallow a 
Draught of Poifoa. But Perfons of Honour 
wotold not flay to this Extremity, but made 
Ufc of their awn Phyfidans and Chirurgcons. 
For this F^t^ok Seneca with a calm and (tea- * 
dy Countenance heard the Charge, and pre- 
fently call'd for Paper to write his Will $ .which 
being by the "Captain deny'd, he turn'd him- 
feif towards his Friends, faying to them, 
Since I cannot leave you any other Acknow- 
ledgment of. the Obligation I have to you, I 
leave you f at leaft, the beft Thing I have, 
namely, the Image of my Life and Manners, 
which I intreat you to keep, in Memory of me, 
that fo doing you may acquire the Glory of 
fmcereand reil Friend* And therewithal one 
while -appealing the Sorrow he law them in, 
with gentle Words, and prefently railing his 
Voice to reprove them, What, faid he, are 
become of all our brave phihfophical Pre- 
cepts ? What are become of all the Trovifions 
we have fo many Tears laid up againfi the 
-Accidents of Fortune! Is NcroV Cruelty un- 
known to. us ? What could we expett from 
him who had murthered his Mother, and his 
Bmbtr?$& that be fiould put his Governor 

to 
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u Veeth, <wha had mwrijk'4 and kred him} 
After haying fpota tfiete Word* jn general, 
he tura'd bimfelf towards hw Wife, andem- 
bracing her feft in bis Arms, at her.HMrt and 
Strength failing b<f iJicw« ready to (ink: down 
with Goaf, he bcgg'4 of fcer, foriw fake, to 
bear this Aceidcnt with a little roore Pari encc, 
y telling her, that now the Hour was ,cc*ne* 
whercux he vasto 4hcw» not by Arguewnt 
and Efcfcourfc, bat by Practice,' the Fruit be 
had acquired Jby his Smdtes, and that he really 
embraced his Death, not only without Grief, 
but With exceeding Jojrj Wherefore* my dear- 
eft, laid he, do not difhonm 'it with thy Tears, 
that it may not feem as if thou kvedfi thy 
felf more than my Refutation $ moderate thy 
Grief, and comfort thy, feif in the Knowledge 
thou haft had of me, aid . of my A&Hom, lead* 
ing the Remainder of thy Life in the fame 
virtuous Manner thouhajt hitherto dom r To 
which Paulina, having a iitde recovered her 
Spirits, and warmed her Magnanimity with 
the Heat of a mod: generous Affection, re* 
ph/d,. No, Seneca, J am not a Woman to fuf~ 
fer you to go alone 5 1 would not have you to 
think that the virtuous Examples .of your 
Life have not yet taught me how todies and 
when . can J ever better , or. more decently do it, 

or 



to a Single Life. 31 * 

cram to my own^Defire, than with you? 
4nd therefore affure your fety ? IwiU go along 
with poll. Seneca then taking this noble and 
generous .Resolution of his Wife's exceeding 
kindly at her Hands, and alio willing to free 
himfelf fcom the Feat of leaving her expos'4 ' . 
to the. Mercy and Cruelty of his Enemies af- 
tcrih^ , Death j J have, Paulina,, faid he, Juf~ 
ficiently inftruSted, thee in what %pouJ4 ferve 
thee,t>sppify to live, but thou mow covet eft t I • 
fed the Honour of - dying: In truth I will net 
grtulge it thee $ the Conflaucy and Refolution 
m wr common . End are the. fame, but the 
Beauty umd Glory of thy Tart is touch greater. 
Which being faid, Jthe Chirurgeous at the lame 
Time opened the Veins of both their Arms, 
burthofe of Seneca being more flwunkup, as 
well with Age asAbftinence, made his Bleed 
to flow too (lowly whereupon he command- 
ed them to open the Veins of .his Thighs, and 
left th^ .Tormcntsrhe ^uted anight terrify fets ' 
Wife,, .and alfip 49 free himfelf ftpm the Af- 
fjiaionof feeing her in fo J&d a Condition, af- 
ter haying taken a .very affectionate Leave of 
her, .lite entreated Jhe would futfer them to 
carry her into her Chamber, which they ac- 
cordingly did 5 .but all thefe Incifiqns being not 
yet, enough to make him die, he commanded 

Statins 
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Stathts Atmeus, his Phyfician, to give turn i 
Draught of Poifon, which had nor much bet- 
ter ErTed j for by rcafon of the Weaknefs and 
Cpldnefe of his Limbs, it could not arrive to 
his Heart $ wherefore they were forced to fu- 
peradd a very hot Bath, and then feeling his End 
approach, whilft he had Breath he continued 
excellent Dlfcourfes upon the Subject of his 
prefent Condition $ which the Secretaries writ 
down, fo long as they. could hear his Voice; 
and his laft Words were long after in high 
Honour and Eftccm amongft Men, and it was 
a great Lofs to us, that they were not referv'd 
down to our Times. Then feeling the laft 
. Pangs of Death, with the bloody Water of 
the Bath he bath'd his Head, laying, This Wa ; 
ter I dedicate to Jupiter, the 'Deliverer. Nero 
being prefently advertb'd of all this, fearing 
left the Death of 'Paulina* who was one of 
the beft defcended Ladies in Rome, and againft 
' whom he had no particular Unkindnefs, mould 
turn to his Reproach, he fent back Orders in 
all Haftc to bind up her Wounds, which her 
Attendants, without his Knowledge, had done 
before, (he being already half dead, and with- 
out all manner of Senfe. Thus, tho'fheiiv'd 
contrary to her own Defign, it was very ho- 
nourably, and according to her own Virtue j 
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her pale Complexion ever after, manifefting 
how. much Life was run from her Veins. 

But it will be faid, thb' there ntey be fome 
filch Inftances as thefe, yet the Generality of 
Women are not filch : Every Man miift not 
exped to have one of thefe fall to his Shaft; 
To which it may be anfwer'd, that neithet 
are the Generality of Men (it Matches for fuch 
v Heroines as thefe % but poflibly a fine Gentle* 
\ man need not be in any great Diftrefs to meet 
with a foe Lady, if he did not confider the 
Perfon much lefs than her Fortune/ And as 
for the feftf they too might meet with Matchei 
fuitable enough to their Tafte, if they made 
that their principal Aim, There arc Women 
capable of giving every one of us Satlsfa&ion* 
It is our Buftnefs to Angle them out, if we 
would render them and our felves happy j and 
it ought ever to be remembred, that in this 
State one cannot well be happy or miferable 
alone j the other will have a Share in their good 
or ill Fortune. 
\ But it is farther objeded, That there Can be 
fto fuch Thing as Friendfllip, where the Paf*. 
ties are not upon the Level $ and that the 
SubjeQion and Dependahce of the Wife, 
which is flecefTafy in Marriage, deftroys the ve* 
*y Notion of it* . That where there is any Itt* 
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tcreft or Defign, this dcftroys the very Notion of 
Fricndfliip. This is, another Sort of Com- 
merce, it may be rather term'd bartering, or 
any thing, thah Friendfhip : Bqt where (haU 
we find, even among Men, Friendfliip$ freed 
from all Views to Intereft or Pleafure i And 
why we fhould defire it, I cannot conceive, 
^here is the Immorality of propqfing fome 
Advantage or Pleafure to our felves, in the 
Friendfhips we contrad I Surely the doing mu* 
tual good Offices is the firmed Bafis to fix 
Friendfhip upon, whatever romantick Notions 
fome may entertain of it ; and these feems to 
| me a Neceffity of different Excellencies, and 
! different Accomplifhtijents in the Parties, to 
j render any Friendfhip agreeable: As here ther$ 
fmay be Beauty and Wit, and an eafy Con- 
defcenfion, on the Woman's part, and Strength 
and Judgment on the Man's. She may employ 
her Wit and Prudence to divert his Cares, and 
, render him # eafy and happy in his Houfei he 
his good Senfe and Judgment in providing 
for and prote&ing her. And thefe mutual 
jjood Offices furcly have a natural Tendency 
to promote and advance the Friendfhip. 

There are alfo many other Incidents in 
Marriage, that hourly heighten and . improve 
the Flames there area thoyfand little Pleafures, 
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bclidcs conjugal Endearments, that perpetually 
encreafe the Affc&ions of an agrcfeablc Pair, 
which cannot poffibly be praftifed with-thofc 
of the fame Sex. Nor does the fharing ope 
common Fortune, contribute a little to cement 
the Friendship : Even that generous Concern 
they (hew for one another, the being grievM 
when our Friend is griev'd (which is looked 
upon as fo 'dreadful a Thing, and made one 
Argument againft Marriage,) ferves but to en- 
creafe their Affc&ion. And is not the parti- 
cipating common Joys, the ftiaring in each o- 
thcr's Succcfs, another mighty Charm ? What 
is more likely to advance their mutual Love ? 
Therefore why Friendfliip may not be as per- 
fe& and as lading between Man and Wife, as 
between any two Men whatever, is not eafy 
to be imagined. 

Still fome Gentlemen reply, it is in vain to 
amufe us with Dreams of Happinefs, in a mar- 
ried Life 5 muft we not part with our dear Li- 
berty, which is more to us than all other Blefc 
lings put together ? But what Sort of Liberty 
is it thefe Gentlemen contend for ? Is it a Li- 
berty to have all the Women of the World in 
common? A Liberty to invade every Mans 
Property, as Occafion offers? Or would they 
have no fuch Thing as Property in this Cafe ? 
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Can they fuppofe that the mod defirable Cfea* 
tures in Nature would occafion no Contention, 
when every other Trifle does, where Property 
is not fettled > We need not .fetch Inftances 
from Greece, or Rome 5 there are Helens to be 
found in every Country, if not Lucretius e- 
nough to engage 'Families and Nations in per* 
petuai Strife, and fet the World in Flames, if 
Property was not fetflcd. And what muft be 
the Condition of Children born of fuch a pr0- 
miTcuous Commerce i Who would labour, or 
deny himfelf any thing, to'fupport and edu- 
cate thofe Children he could have no A durance 
were his own I And miferable muft be the 
Condition of their Mothers, who, if common 
to all, would probably be provided for by none, 
except here and there a Favourite, who pof- 
fibly might have the Satisfaction fometimes of 
feeing her Lovers cut one another's Throats be- 
fore her Face. 

But farther, would not that good Will and 
Benevolence we extend to our Relations, eve- 
ry where be wanting, if a promiscuous Ufe of 
Women were allowed i How could there 
have been fuch a Thing as a Family, or So- 
ciety, much lefs a Kingdom, eftablifhed upon 
the Face of the Earth, if Men had none, or 
knew no Relation they had to one another ? 

And 
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And (hall we have no Regard whether our' 
A&ions tend to the common Good, or not ? 
But as we find Property is already fettled, with- 
out waiting for our Advice in the Matter, (hall 
we have no Regard to the Diftra&ions and 
Diftrefles we may reduce private Families to 
by allowing our felves thefe. unaccountable Li- 
. berties i Shall we corrupt Wives and Daugh- 
ters, and of the neareft Relations, make them 
the moft dangerous Enemies? Shall we pro. 
mote Contentions and Divifions among Rela- 
tions, encourage the Breach of folemn Oaths, 
be the Occafion, if not the immediate Authors, 
of Murders and Adulteries, and think our 
felves innocently or honourably employed > 
How does the thoughtlefs young Fellow, by 
thefc Pra&iccs, cxpofc himfelf to dangerous 
Quarrels, and much more dangerous Difeafes, 
which he communicates, perhaps, to others; 
and propagates to his and their Pofterity? And 
what is like to become of the miferable Iflue 
begot in thefe Embraces ? perhaps ftrangled by 
their unhappy Mothers, as foon as born, to 
prevent their own Shame, or Want ; or per- 
haps fold to Thieves or Beggars, to be brought 
up amongft the vileft Wretches, where they 
lhall not only know Diftrefs and Want, but 
be taught to cheat and pilfer, and every other 
D 3 wicked 
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Wicked Art, before they arrive at the Ufe of 
Rcafon : They may probably be thrown into 
Prifons and Dungeons, and undergo the Hang- 
man's La(h, till they arrive at their laft Stage, 
when they (hall receive the Gallows for thctc ' 
Portion. Or fuppofe them fold to thofe ^hO 
fhali put out ^ their Eyes, or make them Crip- 
ples in their Infancy, in order to extort good 
People's Charity. Who, that has any Huma- 
nity, can, without Horror, refleft on the many 
Miferies Children produced in fuch Embraces 
muft be expofed to ? Can we deleft hard Ufagc 
and Cruelty in others, and be infenflble of • 
the Miferies our own Flefh and Blood may 
probably be reduced to, by our thoughtlefs Ma- 
nagement ? Do we indeed pretend to Morality, 
(not to fay Religion, for th*t and Superftition 
feems as at this Day to be held in equal Venera- 
tion j) can we pretend to Morals, and yet be 
guilty of the groflfeft Immoralities i It was in- • 
deed an Ad of great Humanity in the French 
King, to make Provifion for fuch helplefe In* 
fants, whofe Parents abandoned them to fuch 
Diftreffes, as have been here enumerated 5 thf* 
Thought became a Monarch : But the beft 
that I can fuppofe of thefe wretched Fathers, 
is, tliat they have no Thought at all, that they 
are utter Enemies to Confutation, or fome 
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bf them would ftartle at the Confequences of 
their loofe Behaviour, when expofed in proper 
Lights. 

But farther, let a Man turn the Tables, and 
Ibppofc himfeif Matter of a Family, bleffed 
with a kind obliging Wife, and beautiful Daugh- 
ters, living with them in perfeft Harmony and 
good Underftahding, and one of thefe thought- 
left Gentlemen* without any Regard to Ho- 
nour or Confcicnce, (hall break through all 
Rules of Friendship, and Gratitude, and Hof- 
pitality, and while he is heartily and generoufly 
entertained by the Matter, be laying Plots to 
tkbauch his Wife and' Children, and reduce 
them all to the extremcft Mifery 5 what Opini- 
on fliould we entertain of this our treacherous 
Friend ? Under what Character,* what Deno- 
mination, ihould we rank him, when we find 
him-ading fo bafe, fo vile a Part ? But how- 
ever our Blood may rife, however we may re- 
fled with Indignation on thefe Practices in o- 
thers, may it not juftly be faid to every Liber- 
tine, Thou art the Man ? Even thou, that lay eft 
Claim to fuch a Share of Mbrality and good 
Breeding, art perpetrating as foul Crimes as e- 
ver Profligate was guilty of. Thou art laying 
Scenes of the greateft Horror and Confufioii, 
under the fpecious Pretence of Gallantry. O 
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fatal Influence of Sounds! How is it poflible 
that we (hould be thus impofed upon } That 
the bafeft Anions, by giving them plaufible 
Names, (hould feem to alter their Natures, and 
induce us to run precipitately into Ads of the 
higheft Cruelty and Injuftice ! To break thro' 
the ftrongeft Ties of Fricndfliip, and ftill per- 
fuade our felves we are Men of confummare 
Honour and good Breeding ! To cut the Throat 
of the Husband we have thus abus'd, has been 
efteemed a Piece of Gallantry. But furcly, 
the Words, Honour and Gallantry, were never 
. thus proftituted in any other Inftance* 

There are, it is acknowledged, Inconveni- 
ences to be met with in the married State : 
'Twould be Folly to e^peft perfeft Happinefs 
in a Life deftin'd to a Viciflitude of Fain and 
Plcafure, and intended only to train us up for 
that Happinefs we vainly grafp at here. . He 
tnuft know little of the World, that does not 
know he will have fome Exercife for his Pari- • 
ence in every Condition j but poffibly there 
may be found as few Inconveniences in this 
State, which God himfelf hath inftituted and 
approved, and as rational Satisfa&ions, as in 
any other of bur own devifing. Thefe Gen- 
tlemen thcmfelves acknowledge, there is no 
living comfortably without the other Sex * all 
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the Difpute fccms to be, whether a wild roving 
Luft, or a regular Marriage, is to be preferred! 
To obtain Pleafure, and avoid Pain and Unea- 
finefs, feems to be the Purfuit of everyone; 
and the Intention of thefe Gentlemen is cer- 
tainly to enjoy all that is defirable in Woman, 
without the Cares and Inconveniences incident 
to a married Life* But I appeal to their own 
Experience, whether they don't often find as 
great Inconvenience's in their' lewd Ad ventures* 
as married Men are liable to ? But admitting 
they could find their Account in this Practice, 
and might promife themfelves fome Exemption 
from that Care and Sorrow to which othet 
Mortals are doomed; yet all wife Men agree, 
that no Man was made for himfelf, but ought 
to have a Regard to the general Good of Man- 
kind, and to the Society of which he is a 
Member. And I cannot conclude this Head 
, better, than with that Speech, which Auguftus 
is faid to have made to the Knights of Rom, 
upon the like Occafion. 

" Gentlemen, I am marvellouGy troubled 
at your Behaviour, I know not by what 
* Name to call you 5 not by that of Men, 
" for you perform no manly Thing 5 not by 
€ * that of Citizens, for the City might come 
- f to an end and perifh for you 5 not by that 
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" of Romans, for you ihtcnd to deftroy the 
" Raman Name: I am forry, infinitely forry 
« to obferve your Nuttabcrs ; no Endedvouts 
" of mine have been wanting to make you k 
€€ great and powerful People, but ye defeat 
u alt my Dcfigns. • Have ye no Regard to 
u the Providence of the Gods, . or the wife In- 
" ftitutions of your Anceftors? What Seed> 
<« what Remainder of Mankind will be left/ 
4§ if all People (hould imitateyour Examples ? 
H And as the Beginning of this Mifchief pro- 
" ceeds from you, ye ought juftly to fuftain the 
4t Blame, if univetftl Ruin (hould enfiie : 
" But if none follow yout Example, as I hope ' 
" none will, Airely all muft hate you. You muft 
u live deteftcd by every Man, who introduce 
" fuch Rules and Courfes of Life j as if all 
« would imitate Mankind muft fail and be ex- 
" tinguifhed; Ail Crimes laid together, can- 
" not equal yours % yc are guilty of Murther, 
" in not fufFering thole to be born, which 
v ought to proceed from you ; ye are guilty of 
," Impiety, in extinguishing the Names and 
f € Honours of your Anceftorsj ye are facrile- 
5 e gious, in abolifhing your Kind, who fprang 
"from the immortal Gods, and deftroy hu- 
" man Nature, the principal Thing confecra- 
<' ted to |lxem : Yc do in Effeft, by this Prac 
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*' ricei overturn their Temples and their AI- 
€g tars, and demolifliyour City in depriving it 
" of Inhabitants * for a City confifts not in 
u Houfes y ^Portico 's or Forums void of Infia- 
" bitants, but in Men. 

u Conftdcr Romulus your Founder: What 
" would he think of you, to refufe to pro- 
€f pagate your Species by lawful. Marriage? 
u What would thofe Romans who were with 
u him think, who hazarded every Thing, ra- 
u ther than want Wives, when they made ' 
* thcmfelves Matters of. the Sabine Virgins 
" who were Strangers? Whereas ye, their Po- 
€€ fterity, cannot love thofe that are of the . 
" fame Stock with your felves. They entred 
" into War to procure an Offspring, while ye 
€C will not endeavour to have Children by 
",your fellow Citizens : And to what Purpofe, 
u with what Dcfign do ye live in Coelibacy 5 
€€ is it the fame with that of the Veftal Vir- 
f€ gins ? If fo, ye ought to be punifhed as well 
" as they, if ye do not preferve your Chaftity . 
€C Be not difpleafed at my Words, my ftlf 

and your fellow Citizens have much more 
€i Reafon to be difpleafed with your A&ions ; 
" Therefore, if you find your felves touched ? 
" be advifed to repent, that inftead of repre- 
*' heading, I may $oqimen4 ,mi thank ye for 
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" the Time to come : Before my Time it was* 
u not lawful for any to neglcft Marriage and 
€€ Pofterity, Laws having been made againft it 
" at the firft founding of the Commonwealth; 
u and the Senate and People have fince thatr 
u ordained many Things againft thofe who live 
" unmarried. I have inereafed the Mulft of 
u unmarried Perfons to render them obedient, 
" and have propofed Rewards to encourage 
and extite them to comply with me, that 
" u thefe Advantages might provoke fhem to 
u Wedlock and the Procreation of Chil- 1 
" drcn, if nothing elfe will; but foe your 
" Parts, ye feem neither to defire the Re- 
« wards, or regard the Penalties $ but as if 
tc ye lived in no Society or Commonwealth, 
" give out that you make Choice of a Life, 
* void of the Care and Trouble that attends 
" Matrimony and Children; < whereas, info 
€C doing, ye are no better than Thieves and 
" Robbers 5 ye are not really fo far taken with a 
u folitary Life, as to live without Women, or 
u without a Bdd- Fellow or Companion at the 
<€ Table ; but by this Courfe you gratify your 
u wanton Lufts and Appetites, at the Expence 
il of others. 

" I have not been in great hafte in enforcing 
thefe Inftitutions ; firft, I allowed you the 

" x Space 
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f Space of three Years, and then of two; but 
u neither by threatning, exhorting, deferring, 
u or entreating, have I gained, any Thing : Ye 
€€ cannot but perceive how many more ye arc 
" than the married Men 5 whereas ye ought to 

have produced as many, nay, as many more 
u as ye are. By what other Courfe is the Na- 
" tion to be continued ? How can the; Com- 
* c monwealth be prefejrved without Wives and 
€i Children, except you expeft the Fable (hould 

be fulfilled, of Pcrfons rifing out of the 
* Earth > For Shame do not extinguish the 
€C Roman Stock and Name, and deliver over 
" your City to Strangers: Shall we manumit 
u pur Slaves, becaufe we would have many Gi- 

tizens i Shall we give the Freedom of our 
€t City to our Aflfociates, that it may be filled 
€i with People, while ye who from the firft 
<c Original were Romans ? The Valerii, the 
" Juliiy &c. refolve together with your felves 
€C todeftroy all fuch Names and Families: I 
" am afliamed to repeat and dwell upon this 
u pernicious Prafticej put a Stop to your Mad* 
" nefs, and now at length conOder many of 
" us v have been confumed with Wars, and 
u many by Difeafes, and that the City can. 
u not be fafe, except it be repleniflied with 
« Children : Let none think I am ignorant; 

"that 
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€c that there are fome difficult andtroublefbftiS, 
u Occurrents in Marriage; but ye ought to 
" confider, that there is nothing good that hath . 
" not fome Bitternefi mixetf with it; that the 
" greateft and mod excellent Enjoyments 
** have manyharfh Things joined with them, 
u which, if ye would decline, ye muft not de- 
" fire the Good : Wc cannot attain to Virtue 
" or true Pleaftire, without Labour 5 and tho* 
€t Matrimony have its Inconveniences, yet 
€t compare the Advantages and them together, 
€c and ye fliall find them over balanced by far $ 
€e not only as to the Conveniences which the 
u Thing in its own Nature affords, but as to 
" the Rewards alfo propofed by the Laws. F 
" thought fit ( Citizens, for I hope you are 
" now perfuaded to retain this Name, and to 
" accept of thofe of Husbands and Fathers) thus 
" to fcxpoftulatc with you, unwillingly truly, 
c $ but out of Neceffity 5 not as an Enemy or 
" one that hates you, but out of Love and De- 
" fire to have many like your felvcs 5 fo that 
" inhabiting lawful Houfes, and havihg our 
" Habitations full of Roman Offspring, we 
" may approach tp the Gods, with our Wives 
" and Children, and communicating with one 
" another in all publick Things, maycpnverfe 
" together in the Enjoyment of them. How 
4 " can 
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* can I be faid to govern ye, if I fuffcr yc to 

* be diminiflied > How can I be called any 
^ «* more your Father, if yc. have no Offspring? 
\ a Therefore if ye, really love me, and have 

* given me the Name of Father in Honour, 
„ K €€ and not out of Flattery, do your Endeavour 

« to become Husbands and Fathers, fo that 
" ye may be Partakers of it, and I my felf 
«V, may not bear the Name in vain. 

But there remain yet a melancholy Set of 
Gentlemen, who are ever upon the difmal, 
and extend their Cares in this Affair, even be- 
yond this World, and thefe will expeft to be 
confidered : They objeft againft Marriage on 
the Account of the Miferics they and their Po- • 
fterity are liable to, both in this and the other 
World : The Marriages of poorPepple, efpe- 
tidily, they hold to be extreamly imprudent, if 
, not immoral. • Would you fay they leave a 
Race of Beggars, burthenfome to the Com- 
monwealth, and expofed to ten thoufand Cafu- 
alties and Misfortunes ? Would it not grieve 
the Soul of any Man, to reflect that his Chil- 
dren muft probably be Slaves , condemn- 
ed, perhaps, to the Toils and Hazards of the 
Sea or Land Service, to work in Mines, or 
ferve fome infolcnt Maftcr, whd has lefs Re- 
gard for them than his Dogs? Shall we fay, 

the^ 
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they beget Wretches who muft ever live irt a ne- 
ceflitous dependent State, and whofejMinds pro-' 
% bably will be as abjeft as their Fortunes ? Who 
would not ever live fingle, rather than be the 
Father of fo miferable an Offspring >* And fup- 
pofe the married Pair in flowing Circumftancesj 
that they are in this Refped the Favourites of 
Fortune) yet this will not exempt them from 
Jealoufies or Houfhold Jarrs, from Pai»; 
from Sicknefs andDifeafesj and where one of 

* them is affiifted, if there be any Affe&iofl* 
the other cannot but mourn and be affii&ed 
too 3 fo that whoever enters into that State, 
doubles his Sorrows. And as to Pofterity, ad* 

• mitting the Parents had Wealth fufficient to be- 
llow on all their Children, yet Riches njakc 
thcmfelves Wings; Fortunes unaccountably 
moulder away andexchangc their Owners ; and 
if this fliould be the Cafe, then would out • 
Children be much more wretched* than if bortt 
to nothing, as being lefs inured to Want and . 
Hardfliip, and generally fuch too are more 
the Subjed of the People's Ridicule : Befides* 
Poverty is but one of all the many Ills we ase 
cxpofed to ; Gour, and Stone, and a numerous 
Train of Accidents and Difeafcs await us: 
And if it is our Lot to live in Times when our 
Country is affli&ed with Wars and Rebellions ) 

when 
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when Fathers, Children, and Brothers fpare 
not to dip their Hands in one another's Blood % 
when Murders, Rapine, Burnings and Devia- 
tions fhall be faii&ified, by giving the Caufe 
fome fpecious Name ; (houid we not fay 
in thefe Exigences, Happy the Man that has 
no Wife, no Children to retard his Flight, , o£ 
to become the Objcfts of the Enemy's Rage J 
Better furely, better never to be born, than 
fall in fuch tumultuous Times j and yet who 
can guard againft thefe Cafualties, orinfure u& 
they (hall not overtake us or our Children? 
What Nation in the World, that does noe 
once in an Age at lead (fome much oftner) 
experience thefe or fome other Calamities e- 
qually dreadful ! 

And fuppofe none of thefe (houid happen* 
he muft be little acquainted with the World, 
that cannot experimentally declare it to be one 
continued .Scene of Perplexity and vain Pur-* 
fuitsj ever mourning our paft Conduct, doubt* 
ful and dreading what is to come : Nor will 
our Mifery terminate with our Life. We bring 
(fay they) Creatures into the Wdrld, not only 
expofed to Want and Diftrcfles here, but liable 
to exquisite and everlafting Mifery hereafter 
We are told the greateft Partjof Mankind, thus 
everlaftingly mifearriesr and how muft it alky 

E and 
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and even CKtingaifh the hjgheft Joys you can 
pmpcrfe in Marriage to think that endlds Woe 
is like to attend one half, at leafl* of ourmife- 
tabk If&c: Will rise Thought that fame one 
or mace of than may be happy, be equivalent 
•oahat fad Rcflc&ion, that fonie of them maft 
Mve jfo? ever in the grcaccft Torments > O 
(booking Thought! Killing Rcfkftionl What 
ate all the temporary Affli&ions, and tranficat 
Mi&rin enumerated before, compared with 
this dreadful Scene I Shall we not rather chufc 
to remain in Solitude, and ddpife the trifling 
momentary Jby„ rather than contribute to the 
bringing foch mifecable Wretches into Being ? 

Tfaefe are fome of dve mod fpecious Ob- 
jections I have met with againft Marriage. And 
as to the fitft, which fecms to prohibit it to all 
People in tow Qrcomftances, it is to be con& 
dercd, whether every Man has the Gift of 
Chafthy ; far if not^ . we are only, propafbg 
what's impra&icabic, It may be considered 
further, whether a Companion, fcven in the 
to weft State, may not tighten our Misfortunes * 
and notwithstanding ail the Cares attending 
fcch a Marriage, it may not in the main bo 
preferable to a finglc Life. 

If it be granted that every Man cannot live 
without a Woman, it may be better to let him 
i-r take 
I 
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take otic in a legal Way, where the honcflt 
Pair ihall mutually affifi in maintaining and 
bringing up the Children, than that the Man 
fliould lie with every Woman he meets, and 
ftoek the Country with Baftards 5 who being 
no Body's particular Care, ate much more likeljr 
to mifcarry, and be a Nufancc to tlie Stated 
than if they had a fettled Abode, and lived un- 
ite* the Care of a Father and Mof he* : Betides* 
the lower Part of Mankind, efpeeially with «§, 
art not fb extremely miferable as has been *6- 
prefentcd. HeaVen has diftributed the coin- 
men Bkfikgs of Life more equally than wei 
Imagine. It is not umifual to find the Matt 
drawn ifc the gilded Chariot* with a glittering 
Equipage, mote miferable than any of hie 
Retinue. He perhaps is diftrafted with tert 
thoufand Catcs and Fears, when thefe about 
him . have no other Care, but to attend his 
Motions. They are doath'd, they eat, and 
drink, and flcep, and eonvcrfe wkh Freedom/ 
with thofe of their own Rank, and difecrirera 
general Satisfa&ion in their Countenances and 
Behaviour; riot always to be found among thb ' 
Great. It was well faid of the Philofophcr* 
when his Friends came to redeem! him front 
Slavery, What are you doing* Gentknien ? 
IDon't you eonjfder 1 receive mj Meat, and 

£ a Clot he s % 
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Clothes, Sac. from this Matti and you are go* 
ing about to deprive me of my Livelihood! 

To proceed 5 when the poorer Sort marry, . 
is it fo dreadful , a Thing for them to work for 
their Bread, in the Way they have been brought 
up > It is vejry rare but they find 'a Subfiftence $ 
and th6' their Food be coarfe, their Appetites 
abundantly fupply the Want of Sauces. The 
Hardnefs of their Beds they feldom feel j after 
a Day's Labour their Food is fayoury, and fweet 
their Reft. At their Entrance into Wedlock 
they are in, the prime of their Strength and 
Youth, and beft able to work. Nor is their 
Charge yery great at firft y and it is but a little 
Time before their Children become feryice- 
able to them. They know not what Spleen 
and Vapours mean, nor the troublcfome Rules 
of State. Neither do any Alterations of Go- 
vernment affed them. . Their Wealth, or their 
Station, can't move the Avarice or Ambition 
of any. Their Houfes will be paft by, when 
the rich and great (hall be plundered, infulted, 
diftra&ed, and perhaps butchered, for their 
Weakh or Honours; or by way of Revenge, 
or Retaliation for Oppreflions when they were 
veftcd with Power. Nor is an honeft indubi- 
ous, poor Man a ufelefs Member of the Com- 
monweahh j I'm fure it mud be very much 

the 
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ttfe Fault of the Government he lives under 
if he be. The 'Dutch may teach us, that the 
Strength and Riches of a Nation confifts in a 
right Employment of the Poos j and that 'tis 
impofliblc we (hould be too well ftocked with 
People, if we find them but fuitable Employ- 
ment. Where arc there fewer Beggars, or 
whqrp does Trade and Manufactures flourifh 
more, than in that croudod Country ? So that 
the hindering and prohibiting poor People to 
marry,for fear of (locking the Country with Beg- 
gars, is of all other Motives to be contemned % 
and, as it has been obferved, how wou'd the Or- 
der of the World be fupported, if all were upon 
the Level \ Indeed the not regulating the Poor 
is certainly a great Reproach and Misfortune 
t<^ any Nation 5 but the multiplying our People 
in it feif can never hurt us. 

That we are fubjeft fco Cafualties and Mif- 
fortunes, is not to be deny'd 5 but whether this 
be a Reafon fufficient for Coelibacy, is the 
Queftion? Every ohe muft acknowledge, a 
Friend is a mighty Support under Misfortunes, 
even fuppofing he can only relieve us by his 
Converfation and Advice. There is no fuch 
Thing as infuring Happinefs, in either State : 
Heaven is pleafed our Condition here (hould 
t>c precarious, that we might look farther for 9 

£3 Place 
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Place of Reft. If out Joys were perauraerit* 
fhould we regard the Author of dur Being at 
we ought} Ate We not apt to forget from 
whence we fpreng, and to whom we owe ail 
that we have, notwkhftahding out Time and 
Fortunes ate fo uncertain as they ire ? And if 
this Dlfclpline be moft (Uitable to us, then Aire* 
ly it may be fo for our Children too $ and he 
that mould pray to He4Ven to have them «*. 
tmpted from the Calamities other Mortals afe 
liable fdo, might perhaps beg the greateftMifr 
chief that eould befal them. What room ftfc 
great Anions? What room would there be for 
Virtue, in a perpetual Flow of Profper ity \ If 
War; or Faming or Peftilcncc fiirprize us, 
here may be noble Opportunities of excrcifing 
<Jut Patience, Fortitude and Charity, arid our 
Truft in him that made us : If we are engaged 
in Defence of our Country, sgainft foreign or 
domeftick Enemies, can a Man wifh to die a 
ftoblcr Death, of gain more lafting Honour, 
than by laying down his Lift in her Service i 
No matter how foon we die, if We are con- 
fcrous of our Integrity, and go off the Stage 
with Honour. He that is of a mean grovelin* 
•Spirit j who ftiidres nothing but his own Eafc 
and Quiet, and has no Regard to the Pdblicfc, 
ought not to be. fiiffered in a Goramonwealth. 

Where 
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Where thde mean Souls abound* 'tis. obferverf : 
the Defttu&ion of that People is not hroSL 

The Advocates for the married State* *ai ar. 
farther Argument, urge, that if the Obligation 
to our Parents arifes from their predating ur 
into Being, then furcljr this Being raoft be al 
vataable Good : And if fo, thofe that wilfully . 
negleft to bring Children into Being, npgleft 
to contribute to a valuable Good. If it be not 
a Benefit to live* how are we indebted to odd 
Parents for producing us into B<ing ) 

Again, had it been a Thing indifferent whe- 
ther ever Man had been, or nor, furely Hea- 
ven had never created him at ail, and com- 
manded him to propagate his Species. And if 
we don't diflemble with God when we thank 
him for our Creation, we do efteem it an Aft 
of his great Goodncfs : And if it be an Ad of 
Goodnefs to bring one Man into Being, why 
is it not fd to produce more ? 

Farther, if we really believe our Religion, 
that it is not very material what our Condition 
is in this World, whether high or low, rich or 
poor, for that we are to expeft our Happinefs 
in the next, can the Apprehenfion of Poverty, 
or any Calamities here, be urg'd as fufficient 
Arguments againft Matrimoqy ? Will any Man 
preteiui to dqrponftrate, that thofe thai are 

E 4 Poor 
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Poor and Diftrcfled here, will be in a worfc 
Condition in the next World, than the Rich 
and Great? Indeed if our Eafe and Pleafure 
in this World is our ultimate, and only Happi- 
nefs, then will this Bufincfs require another 
Examination ; then indeed, whatever is like 
to give us any Difturbancc ot Unealinefs here 
is abfolutcly to be avoided, even tho' our Spe- 
cies was to be exterminated ; but if both die 
Duration of our Happinefs, and the Nature 
of it, is infinitely beyond what we can hope 
for here; then,: fo as wc can prefervc our In- 
nocence in the Way God has appointed, it is, 
of much more Importance than all the tri- 
fling Advantages we can propofe by living 
unmarried, or marrying to Wealth and Ho- 
nour; 

Still 'tis obje&cd, how do we know but the 
Children we bring into the World, may not 
only be miferablc here, but hereafter $ and 
that in the higheft Degree, to all Eternity. I 
anfwer again, this Argument is full as ftrong 
agamft tbe creating as the propagating Mankind. 
If it be look cl upon as an A£t of the higheft 
Wifdom and Goodnefs to give us a Being at 
firft, can we be deem'd guilty of Folly of 
Cruelty, in propagating our Species? Accord- 
ing to thef? Gentlemen, the wifeft and jnofi: 

merciful 
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merciful Thing that Heaven could have done 
upon the Fall, would have been immediately 
to have infli&ed that Death upon our firft Pa- 
rents, which W4$ threatned, and made thetp in- ; 
capable of conveying fo much M ifery to their 
unfortunate Poftcrity. 

But as we all acknowledge and adore the 
Wifdom. and Goodnefs of our Great Cre- 
ator, from the numerous EfFe&s and Inftances 
we fee of both, what have we to dread on 
this Occafton ? Could infinite Wifdom be over* 
feen> Or, can infinite Goodnefs ceafe to be fo ? 
It is univetfally acknowledged, that he will do 
every thing that is wife, and juft, and good; 
nay, that he cannot do otherwife , and what- 
ever our Fate (hall be, we our felvcs (hall ac- 
knowledge, it could not have been otherwife, 
and confident with thefe divine Attributes: 
Wherein the Happinefs or Mifery of the other 
World confifts, what Expreffions arc to be ta- 
ken literally in the holy Scriptures, and what 
figuratively, I (hall not take upon me to deter- 
mine ; all that I can be fure of is, that every 
thing is and will be tranfa&ed with the higheft 
Wifdom, Juftice and Goodnefs ; and we have 
no manner of Reafon to dread the Confe- 
quencc of any one Aftton which Heaven has 
commanded or encouraged. Nor can we, 

without; 
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without. Impiety, murmur at the DifcipHnc 
by which Heaven is pledfed to train us op, 
and qualify u» for another, and a far better 
State* r • 

Our next Enquiry {halt be, what Autho- 
rity Governors and Parents have, in difpo- 
ftng of their Subjcfts and Children in Mar- 
riage. 
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AUTHORITY 
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Parents and Governors* 




Onfieur Tnftndorf is of Opinion, 
c that a civil LcgtQatot may, by 
' virtue of hisfovereigh Author!- 
" ty,cOttftramaU^isSubjcds who 
are capable byNatare, and have Means of 
procuring a fuffirient Maintenance, to engage 
in Matrimony by men a Time. Yet,, lays 
he, it looks more mild in this Cafe, to en- 
force fuch an Ordinance, rather by Rewards 
to the Compilers, and Subftraftion of Bene- 
fits from the Rccttfants, than bydiredand 
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« pofitivc Punifliments." Of this Sort was 
the famous Jus trium liberorum amongft the 
Romans ; and that Spartan Law mentioned by 
Arifiotky ena&ing, " That he who had encreafed 
u the State with three Children, (hould be free 
€c from the Trouble of keeping Watch ; and he 
" that had one above that Number, fliould ftand 
" farther exempted from all kinds of Burthens/* 
After the fame Manner Strabo informs us, that 
the Terjtan Kings propofed a yearly Prize to 
thofe who had been Fathers of mod Children. 

" It is no lefs evident, fays he, that a Prince 
" or State would aft mod ridiculoufly, as well 
" as moft unjuftly, fliould they in general for- 
" bid Matrimony to all theit Subjects, or 
" (hould they allow this Privilege to thefirft- 
" born only of every Family, and enjoin drift 
** Cqelibacy to all the reft 5 for it is impofliblc 

that in fo great a Number, all fliould be able 
# to lead a Life of Severity and Continence * 
Nor would thefe Conftuutions be a more 
merciful Way of retrenching the exuberant 
Flood of Subje&s, than the cruel Pra&ice of 
expofing Infants, fo common in antient Greece, 
or the other of procuring Abortion, : which 
Ariftotle himfeif advifeth. 

But if it appear upon common Reafon and 
Experience^ that any particular Ofl^e in a Sjtate 

can 
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can be more conveniently difchargcd by an un- 
married, than a married Perfon* the civil 
Laws may fairly reftrain fuch an Employment 
to Men that are content to live fingly, and 
may oblige them to quit the Honour, when 
they change their Condition. Provided ftiil, 
that the Number of Men privileged to forbear 
Matrimony by the Gift of Continence, be fuf- 
ficient to fill thefe Offices with a conftant Sup- 
ply. For. it muft not be fuppofed that the De- 
fign of fuch an Ordinance, is either to li- 
cenfe irregular Lufts, or to do Violence to any 
Man's natural Temper $ in as much as no Man 
is compelled to ad in this Capacity, who judg- 
eth himfelf unfit for the Service : And it muft 
be a farther Provifo, that as to the great Bufi- 
nefs of Pofterity, due Care hath been taken 
of it.another Way, fo that it may not fuffer by 
thefe Reftraints. 

In the fame Manner it is lawful to forbid an 
Ambaffador, a General, or a Soldier, when 
fent.on a long or dangerous Adventure, to car- 
ry his Wife with him in the Expedition. Far- 
ther, fince the natural Obligation to Matrimo- 
ny is undeterminate, and admits of fome La- 
titude, the civil Legiflator may fairly fix the 
Age of the Perfons who (hail be thus joined to- 
gether, or affign a Period taken from fome 

other 
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ether Confederation. Thus in tkcLex^Ptp* 
paa amongft the Romans, it was ordefed that 
no Woman under fifty ftiould marry a Man 
of fixty i and no Man under ftxty, a Wo- 
man of fifty's which we find afterwards re- 
pealed by Jujiinian. So Tlato limits the Time! 
of a Man's being a Father, from thirty to fifty 
five Years of Age ; and of a Woman's being 
a Mother, from twenty to forty. Amongft 
fbme People, it was unlawful for a Man to 
marry, before he had given fome fignal Proof , 
Of his Valour upon the Enemy : As Strobe* 
tells us of the Carmaniens, nd one of whom 
was permitted to have a Wife, till he had taken 
off the Head of an Enemy and ptefented it to 
his Prince. 

And what k more, though Perfons are na* 
tpraity free t<? marry whom they pteafc $ yet a 
Government, if it feem for the Intercft of the 
State, may in forac Cafes reftrain and limit 
the Privilege : Forlnftance, it may be ordered, 
that no Subjcft (hail marry a Foreigner, none 
of the Nobility a ^Plebeian. Arrian, in- Hfc 
Hiftocy of the Indians, reports that the feve. 
fal Orders of the People were forbid marrying 
one into the other $ a Husbandman could not 
give his Daughter to an Artificer, nor aft Artifi- 
cer return the Compiimeoi in the fame Manner. 

taftly, 
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Laftly, it may be cnafted by civil Power*; 
that Marriages (bail not be contracted, but 
wirh the intervening Confent of publick Au- 
thority, efpeciaily between Perfons of confided 
able Figure and Importance in the State. The 
Force of which, and of the like Laws, may 
amount to this EfFed^ that ail Matches contra- 
ry to fiich Injunctions, fliali either be declared 
void, or <hail be divefted of certain Privileges, 
with which they would be otherwife attended. 

As to the Power of Parents in this Cafe, 
Mr. Tuffimdorf is of Opinion, " that when 
" Children have left their Fathers Fami- 
« ly, they are perfeOiy at their own Difpofal * 
« but as on one Side, (he Father ought not td 
" expel the Children his Houfe without weigh- 
" ty Reafons j fo if they fliould have juft 
" Grounds for departing, and cannot prevail 
" on their Fathers to give Confent/ their Duty 
" docs not hinder their * removing, and con] 
" cerring their Affairs contrary to his Humour* 
" efpeciaily if they freely rcfign alt future De- 
w pendence upon him for their Fortune:" And 
it is now generally held, that the paternal Pow- 
er does not extend k felf fo far, as to the revcr- 
iing a matrimonial Contrad, if carried on 
by Perfbns of mature Age and Reafon : It is 
faid indeed, «hatfil«al Duty requires that Chil- 

dcea 
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<dren (hould not oppofc their Parents Advice 
and Direftions in this Cafe; yet if they do 
break through their Duty, the Aft is valid ; for 
an Obligation to hear and refpeft another's Ad^- 
vice, does not diveft a Man of the Power of 
governing his tfwn Concerns. And Quintili- 
m was of Opinion, that if a Sod ought to be 
at Liberty in any Cafe, he ought to be fo in 
his Marriage i for who, fays he, cm love bj 
the Eyes or Affettions of mother ? 

By the Laws of England, whoever (hall mar- 
ry a Maid under fixteen, without the Confent 
of her Father, Mother/ or Guardian, (halt 
fuffer five Years Imprifoftment* or pay a Fine to 
Jbe affefied by the Court of King's Bench $ and 
if the Maid agree to fuch Contraft, her Lands 
(hall go to the next of Kin lor her Life ; but 
the Law does not pretend to make the Contraft 
void, even- info green an Age. 

By the Canons made in 1603* it is enjoin'd, 
that none under the Age of twenty one (hall 
contraft Matrimony without the Gonfent of 
their Parents or Guardians * yet if; the Parties 
can find a Prieft to perform the Ceremony, and 
they are above the Age of fourteen; and twelve, 
the Marriage is valid. 

And it is obfervable, that after the Parties 
have arrived at the Age of twenty one, none of 

our 
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ttcleftaftical or civil Laws, lay any Manner of 
Reftraint or Difcouragcment on thofc who 
<SQiitra& Matrimony, without the Confent of 
tbok- Parents. They feem then to fuperfedfc 
the Authority of the Parent ; and admit that. 
Pcufonsof that Age have the Difpofal of their 
Perfons, and are not fubje&tothc Humour of 
a Parent or Guardian. That they then lie under' 
HO„Manner of Obligation, but that of Prudence* 
to contain in a State of Coelibacy 5 and they are 
beft; Judges, whether the Want of a Fortune* 
or, Want of a Husband, is moftinfupportablc. 
It might not be impolitick, indeed, in Go- 
vernors to require the Father to advance fuch 
a Sum as his Fortune will allow, when his 
Children are of a fuitablc Age, and he can 
have -no material Obje&ion to the Match pro- 
po&ds -but till this is done, the Children muft 
remain unmarried, or hazard the Confequcnce* 
Indeed, there feems very little Difference be. 
twecn the Burning within the Walls of a Mo- . 
naftery* and the Wallsof a Father's Houfe $ ua- 
kfsit be, that in a Father's Houfe the Di- 
ftrefs is' greater % for here both Sexes have a 
more intimate Commerce than in a Cloyfter 5 
and where People arc condemned to CoelK 
bacy, no Matter how far one Sex is diftant 
from the other. • Tt> he furrounded with Temp* 
. F tation* 
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tatioo, and prcferve our Chaftityv mud be ad- 
mitted to be fomcthing 'difficult. Miffl fi& 
dom approach a Nunnery * and the Thoughts 
of: the cloyftered Virgins ^re diverted with v^ f 
tious Atnufements: Their Time it divided be- 
tween Devotion, Painting and Needle»wo»k * 
mi their Bodies macerated with frequent 
Watchings and Fallings, Penances, and what* 
not. Bat in . our Engbjk Nimnerie^ where 
the blooming aracfrous Girl feeds high, tfnjoys? 
her Eafc, and has frequent Gonvejfation widt 
the Fellows 5 this, is indeed a Tryal of ber Yhw 
me little fbozi of the fiery Trj&al, and defervea 
equal Applaufe, if flic comes off watt Vic- 
tory. 

But after. aU the wife Leftures of die aged 
Aunt or Parent on the Beauty of Continence* 
let but an agreeable young Fellow appear, the 
Memoty of thefe grave Lefibii&vantfl^ Natu&b 
will prevail L#ve y fays the Son of $yrmh % 
ist as ftrmg as Thatb : It is not always to be 
refitted. Pasenas may: deny ttefc ChtUfeat 
Matches ac fuitabte Ages, and compel diem toi 
be wicked; but they muft look, sqponttem^ 
fetves to be: the Authors of thofe vcry Cximcs, 
they fo fevecciy reprehend ia them. * And had 
not the Mtfet sailer fee his Childraa. lewd, 
than break into hi* boarded Ttea&ce:) Does 

not 
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Hot ho apprehend h<f fhatl be ftorved, if he dl- 
ntmifh one Petty of his Stock? Let his Ghtt- 
dcea remain Angle, and he fives his Money. 
If ihey Mow (he D&af t* of Nature «nd 
ittarry, he faros' his Money too, under 
pretence of Difobtdicfwe.' hi the mean Time 
they are reduced! to a pretty Diteflftri*? if we 
marry We 1 are ntfued j. if we do net we are 
damned, they tell os> for doing what we can** 
not refifr. . How; does foci* 4 Wretch compel 
las Children ton cuefe hUty and wifh for his lift 
Hour I Prudebce or Dceertey may indacd dhem 
to ftide their Thoughts, bt»c ill the Duty In rit« 
Wdrld cail neve* hinder a ; Pdrfon's wiflimg rot 
Water, who is dying with' Thirft. 

To this,, perhaps, time Father may repty* 
That he has* mi does proptfc Maltha to At 

their &an chufing. Ami is this the tmtirluni' 
ttafotakia Demand cfcac ever Children tirade i 
who. c& judge for another r Wili a Fathu 
pretend w know WhicfeJ Lover* is hfce to ma*e 
thdmoftagteeaWe Coropanlon for his Dangfr 
tea r Not cad ir properly be called a Marriage, 
wtoere theft is aoti Ctokmof Souls as well as 
Bodies, f be : wdrfc of alt Putttfhtncnts" was 
deemed the fyiAg a Irving Body to a dead 
Gocaft; eWfhat hsedly corner op to 
F %■ th»4 
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xhis. Ought not (hch Marriages, with much 
more Reafon, be declared null from the Be- 
ginning, where the Hearts of the Parties were • 
never united, than chafe that arc annulled for 
Impotence. If a Father rcfufes:tacon(ult the 
Inclinations of his Children; and will propose 
tip Match that is agreeable, . he does in xffieft 
prohibit their marrying at all $ and can : that 
Perfon be blamed, who refufes to cbhabit with 
a Creature in whom he defpairs of enjoying 
any Satisfaftiori, with one: from whom h& 
would wifh to be divorced, befdre the Cere- 
mony is well finiflied ? Sore better venture loft 
of Fortune, and even a Father's Difpleafurc> 
than enter upon a /State that would probably 
damn all our Joys inrthds World,; whatever he * 
did as to the next: Better content our felvos . 
With a very humble Fortune, than perpetually 
be peftered with: an intimate domeftick Plague: 
People are not to run into Temptations, and 
render themfelves itfecoverably miferable, to 
oblige* the fondeft. Parents. What can be morq 
dreadful than an ill concerted JMatch, as the 
Law now ftands, wben nothing but Death can 
fet us free i Death* which of all other Things 
is dreaded mod! unlefs it be fuch an unhappy 
Conjundion of difagreeablc, Tempers, if it 
can be called a Conjundion, in which the Soul 
h*a pot the leaft Share. ^ 



Parent^ and Governors. 6$ x 

r 6ut to confidcr farther the Prudence of . 
thefe wife Parents 5 will they admit what the; 
Scripture does, that the Calls of Nature can- 
not be refitted by every one i If they do, how 
will they difcover when their Children have 
this, violent Properifity and Impulfe to Marriage, 
any other Way than from their own Relation ? 
And would not they think a Daughter pretty 
forward, if not. impudent, that fliould ac- 
quaint her Father with her Diftrefs i If fo, 
what is to be done, but to marry them when 
they come to Years of Maturity, unleft they 
themfelves chufe a fingle Life ? For what will 
probably bc thc Confequencc of not difpofuig 
of them, when they have amorous Confti- 
tutions? Nature- will have its Courfe: We 
may as well divert a Torrent, or flop their 
Pulfe from beating, as allay their amorous 
Heat with a little hypocritical Advice. Be- 
fides," with what Face can a Man that has 
been a Father, preach Coelibacy to a Child, 
at an Age when their Paflions are ftrongeft ? 
Either old Folks forget themfelves, or they 
have no Companion for their Children; 
. They force them upon Scenes of Wicked; 
hefs and Villany, while they pretend an Ab- 
horrence of them.. Does a Father fend his 
into unlawful Embraces* ^vefe: ^ 
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c*n be innocent pf tfee Crime fHmXeff? What 
Q^fcquences ate itfiepe fp batf, that fuch 
Fatheys may not jufty look ppon themfelves 
as tt]c Authors of i And if Heaven has im* 
planted thefc PrppenGties in us, which Holy 
Writ aflures us ar? not to h< overcome; 
will Governors pr Parents pretend to inter- 
pole, and fay you (hall no* fatitfy them ? Why 
dont they tafcc upon them to command the 
Wind and Waves * It w°u*W not be a whit 
lefs ridiculous. 

To reduce this. Matter to a Point: Such a. 
fAm cannot live unmarried innocently ; his 
Governors or Parents, notwithftanding, com- 
mand hirn to live unmarried; then in Effeft 
do they command him to live wicjeedly, which 
it is generally held no Powers on Earth can 
do. 

Dc&or Whitby, by thefc Words, /ill Men 
cannot receive this Saying, (ays we are to 
underftand, all Men cannot live tingle and 
abftain from Marriage $ from whence he in- 
fers, that neither Men or Women can be o- 
hligcd to do fo by any ruonaftical Vows $ fir 
'nm wght to he obliged, fays be, by Vw* 
to do that which they cannot 4o without 
fin. And furcly, if thofc who after a long 
Time of Probation, and having voluntarily 

vowed 
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vowed Coelibacy in the moft folemn Manner, 
are not obliged to live unmarried $ then much 
Ids thofe, that never entered into any fuch 
Vows : A Command to do what is Impious, or 
impoiliblc, is in the Nature of the Thing 
a void Command. 

The next Thing I (hall confider, is the, 
Power of Husbands oter their Wives. 
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THE 

P O W E R 

OF 

HUSBANDS 

OVER THEIR 

W I V E S. 

[AN doe; "not fccm at the Crea- 
tion to have had any Dominion 
oyer the Woman : Nor can there 
be any Reafon affign'd, why either 
ibould have any Superiority or Command over 
the other, irf Paradife, where Reafon and 
yirtup reignU triumphant, and the happy Pair 

Refded 
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needed not the Refttaint of Laws, or Com- 
. pafts : But the Superiority feeate to be given 
by the ' pofitive Cbmitfand of God, upon the 
Fall, in that Text, Thy*Defire fialtbeto thy 
Husband, and h$ Jhall rule over thee. Nor 
is that Right of the Man's now fo mdcfeafible, 
but Wei fee the Laws of Kingdoms,, or partir 
cular Compafts, may fcftrain or alter it. And 
no Man can fay that this or that particular 
Woman is fubje# to him, until (he has made • 
her felf fo by Compaft. Indeed God has di- 
rected, that in fuch Agreements th? Man (hould 
have an Advantage, but he can have no greater 
or other Power or Advantages over her, than is 
ftipulatpd for, or. the Laws of the Country 
confer upon him: And he may give up or 
wave his Right, upon what he efteems a va- 
luable Coniideration. We may obferve the 
Laws and Cuftoms Of jevery Country, deter- 
mining their refpe&ive Rights and Privileges 5 
for inftance, in fome Countries the Wife is 
little better than a Servants (he is not permit- 1 
fed to eat with her Lord, or approach him, 
but upon her Knees: In others, (he is treated 
as ah Equal, takes the right Hand at the Table, 
ajid'in Publick 5 and the Devotion or Refpe£fc 
feems to be paid by tfyeManto her. 
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Again; in fame Countcks the Woman is 
not entitled to any Fart of her Husband's For- 
tune, uppn .his Deceafe $ in others file will have 
a third, and in another, half what he leaves: 
In thef?, and fuch like Cafes, either Party I 
take to be entitled to juft jfi> much Re^eft, 
and to fuch Privileges and Advantages* as the 
Laws and Cuftoms of the Country reqqoe^ and 
no more ; and, notwithftanding that natural 
Superiority which- is pretended to on the Man's 
Side, it will be granted, if the Man marries 
his Sovereign, he will ncverthclcfc remain a 
Subjed, unlefs fomething. is ftjpulated to the 
contrary. But admitting the Man has by Na- 
ture an Authority over the Woman, and that 
there is that Inequality in the Sexes, which my 
Lord Hallifax infinuates, where he fays, that 
u for the better Oecpnomy of the World, 
" the Men, who were to be Lawgivers and 
" Governors, had the larger Share of Reafon 

beftowed on them:" Yet he grants, that 
upon Examination it will be found that Na- 
ture is fo far from being unjuft to the Ladies, 
that (he is partial on their Side $ " She hath 
" made you, fays he, in his Advice to a 
Daughter, cC fuch large Amends, by other 
" Advantages, for the feeming Injuftice of the 
€C firft Diftribution, that the Right of com- 

« plaining 
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'* pl#fli»g is came owe to our Sac : You have' 
«* It in your Power, 00c only to free your 
■ '? felye*, out to fubduc your Matters, and, with* 
« out Violent, throw both their natural and 
" legal Authority at your Feet. We are made 
" of diftfejrent Temper*} that our Dcfe&s.may 
" the better be nwuuaily.fupplicd, your Sex 
" wantem our JUajfon foe your Conduct, 
" an4 wr Strength for your Protection ; Ours 
" wanteth your Geotkncfs, to foftcn and to 
" enterfa'in us. The firft Fart of our Life is a 
" good deal fubjo&e4 to you, in the Nurfery, 
" where you reign without Competition j and. 
" by that means have the Advantage of giv- 
" ing the firft Iroprcflioni: Afterwards, you 
" have ftronger Influences, which, well ma- 
" naged, have more Force on your Behalf, 
" than all our Privileges and Jurifdiftions can 
" pretend to have againft you: You have 
" more Strength in your Looks, than we have 
*' in our Laws* and more Power, by your 

Tears,- than wc have by our Arguments. 

" It is true that the: Laws of Marriage tun 
" in a harfber Stile towards your Sex j obey is 
" an ungenteel Wwl> and lcfs eafy to be di- 
" gelled, by making fuch an unkind Diftin&ion 
" in the Words of the Comrad, and fo very 
<< unruitable to the Excefs of good Manners 

" which 
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which generally gbes befofeit: Befidcs, the 
« University of the Rule - feemcth tb be a 
" Grievance, and it appeareth reafonable that 
u there might be an Exemption fofi exftaor- 
« dinary Women* froth \ ordinary Rules} to take 
" away the juft Exception that licth. againfl: 
<c the falfe Mcafurc of general Equality. 

" It may be alledg'd, ; fays his Lordfliip, 
u by the Counfcl retain'd by your Sexi that 
" as there is in all other Laws an Appeal from 
" the Letter to thfc Equity, in Cafes that require 
" it j it is as reafonable that fome Court qf a 
" larger Jurifdi&ion might be ere&ed, Where 
" fome Wives might rcfort,' and plead fpectally 
" and in fuch Inftances, where Nature is fo 
" kind as to raife them above the Level of 
" their own Sex, they might have Relief, and 
" obtain a Mitigation, in their own Particular, 
" of a Sentence which was given generally a- 
iC gainft Woman-kind. 

To this he anfwers, that the Inftitution of * 
Marriage is too facred to admit a Liberty of 
objc&ing to its that the Suppofition of theirs 
being the weaker Sex, hath without all doubt 
a good Foundation, and maketh it reafonable. 
to fubje& it to the mafculinc Dominion 5 that 
no Rule can be fo perfed, as not to admit 
(bme Exceptions, but the Law prefumeth there 

would 
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wouWifte To few who 
WOUldiiSvcM fuffieieht RighticJifiich Privilege, 
thaMt is ftfet fonje vlniuftice fhould be con- 
nived , at In a Very few Inftances, than to break 
Into an Eftabliflhmcnt) upon which the Ordci* 
of faiimaotjSQciety doth fo much depend. 

" Youi are therefore, fays he, tor make your 
" bsft of what is fettled by Law and. Cuftom f 
a and not vainly imagine that it will be changU 
? c for your fake : But that you may not be dif- 
" cOurag'd, as if you lay udder the Weight of 
" an incurable Grievance* you are to know; 
" that by a wife and dexterous C6ndu&, it 
" will be r in your Pdwer to relieve j your felf 
" from .any thing flhatloofceth like a Difadvan- 
u tage to it. ; ,7 . • j 
• I (hall .conclude this Head with Monficur 
Tuffendarf'i Thoughts* on this Matter. " Ail 
" human. Perfons, fays: hd, : whether of one 
u Sex or of the other, are naturally equal in 
" Right,: and no one can claim the Sovereign- 
" ty ov^r another, uniefs it be obtained by 
€i the free A& of one of- the Parties $ for tho* 
<c in Strength of Body and of Mind we arc 
" allowed 1 to have the Advantage of the fair 
"Train, yet this Superiority is not of it felf 
v fufficicnt to juflify^is in fetting up for thrir 
■V Maftcte and Govcrnots. Therefore whgt- 

" ever 
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« ever Right a Marikefefc over a W<$mfiny ta- 
" afmach , » ihe is by Nature his Equal, he 
« mufti aciprirti either by hCf Coftfem, of by 
« th<! S wordy in- a- jufcWan Yet Huec^ it is 
<£ mod natural that Marriages fliontd be found- 
" ed On rootoal Godct^, thefofiwerWay 
" fcems more proper, fee the wteakig' of * 
« Wives,) theotherfottbff^rocoringdf Slaves'. 
" And ttesefare; in thofc Countries where k is 
" ufttal to many their fair Captives, the Mcii 
" lay afide the fcvew Authority; of Mat 
" ters, for a more gentle and* more agscesbfe 
f Sway. 

If then we fuppofe aft Mankind thds placed 
in a Gondttktttof riaolrai Equality and Liber- 
ty, it may happen, that a Woman as welt as a 
Man, (hall defirc Mae pecofiariy for her felf, 
over which tie may prefidc and* oottmMdt 
Now to aceomplifh. this End* it istteccfiary 
that a> Covenant pais between a Man and a* 
Woman ibs thek mutual Affiffcmce, in ferving 
Pofteiity. If this Covenant be fimp*^ no* 
joined with any Agreement about eonrhnt Co- 
habitation* but refpc&tng barely die Proecea- 
tion of Children* it confers on neither Party 
any Sovereignty ot Right over the other, ct- 
cept they may challenge, on ettherSide the ptd- 
mifedr Afiiftance, with/ Regard CD Pofcriry : 

And 
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And in this Cafe, fc-it w^^iclllf iotimatt* 
in the Covenant, tikat the Woman defired I£ 
ftepropcrly for her fttf, and het own Manage- 
mewi the Children fhall be under the Govern, 
ment of the Mother: Such a Kind of fimple 
and irregular Marriage we may call Amazonian* 
' if any Credit is to be given to the Stories of thofc 
warlike Dames. In the fame Manner, when 
Thalaftris courted Alexander the Great, and (as 
fome tell us) the Queen of Sheba King Solomon ; 
the Offspring could not fairly be reckoned fpuri- 
ous, but in their Way honed and legitimate. 
So Travellers report of the Inhabitants of the 
Kingdom of Congfc that their main Strength 
confift* m Comjaaies of Women, who live by 
thcmfelves, ia ceitairt Teixkcriesaffigned them 
by the prince, amtat fet Times dni&fome that 
they like beft among the Mm for the fake of 
continuing thei? Breed : If the Child prove a 
Boy, they fend him back to his proper Fa- 
ther; if a Girl, they keep her in their own 
Train, and educate her under the Severity of 
martial Difcipline. 

Now tho' it muft be confefs'd that this Kind 
of Coupling is barbarous at leaft, if not beaft- 
yet amongft the mod civiliz'd Nations there 
are to be found Inftances of Marriages in which 
either both Parties are declared equal, or elfe 

the 
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the Husband is obHged-.to: fijbxftit to the fit: 
premc civil Authority QfitiJif ^ife, as.whea a 
Queen Wbacnjojisla Cro*nii« feet qwi Right 
takes a HoJbmtl, and;yeb retains littihgttfa 
r ity in the Govcanncflt. : 

' . ' • .. . .'.)•* 
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A V f N»G treated: of Marriage iti 
general; 1 (hall in the next Place 1 
enquire tfhethei? 'Poligamy be al- 
lowable •'Pblig<to^njay'b^eft!re^ 
man- hi* feverali 'Husband^ 6*4 
^anTeve-fil'W^ite-atWifld tfcc^an^TinVe^ 
ft is faidi th^have beenV Totf**' Nations lirhb 
tiave h*f thelf Wives in corwrAon : -This is re* 
juried, parriAflfifcly, of our Anceftors, the Brf- 
fSns : Ten or twelve of them, fays CJefar+have 
their Wives in common ; efpeciaUyBrotherswHB 
Brothers, Fathers with their Sons i but every 
Woman's Children are prdvided for by him 
twho firji married her.' But in this Cafe, I 
take it, the Man cannot be laid to have feveral 

G Wives, 
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Wives, or the Woman feveral Husbands \ for 
every. Man, Jt.feems, married his own Wife, 
and obliged himfclf to take Care of her Chil- 
dren 3 but f hey entcr'd into an Agreement, to 
lend their Wives to one another. . 

This Practice fecias very unnatural and im- 
probable to us at this Day ; and one would be 
tempted to think,evenG?/4r was miftaken,or had 
a Mind to impofe upon his Readers ; for as the 
Matter is rcprcfented to us, Fathers and their 
Daughters-in-Law, Sons with thett Fathers 
Wives, old and young, cohabited proftiifcuoaf- 
ly. Indeed, if twelve young Fellows, and as 
many Virgins, , placing their Satisfaction in Vlj- 
riety, had cnter'd into this State at once ; aqU 
at the fame Time agreed to e&cbange or lend 
theirJHftves, there might have been more Co- 
lour, for the Story i but that a Father fliould. 
invite the Son, or {he Son the Fa^er, to his 
Bed ; that young Fqllows flw^ld delight in a 
Commerce with old Women,, or young; Girls 
with old Men ; fuch Fatts had need be well 
attefted, before we give an entire Credit to 
them. • . - . , 

*P/at0> indeed, propofes a Community of 
Wives, and the Stoics advifed it j ;becaufc by 
this Means they imagined, tha^ ^11 cfteeming 
tiie Children their own, would love them with 

^qual 
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equal Tciidcrncfs i and there would be no room* 
left for Jealoufy ocSufpicion of Adultery, that 
fomctimes are of, fuch pernicious Confequen- 
ces. But it is more natural to think, that no 
Man being affured the Children were his own* 
no Man would be at any great Pains to provide 
for them 5 and'tq fuppofe that Jealoufies could 
be prevented by this Means, is equally ridicu- 
lous ; for it is ten thoufand to one but fomc 
would be piore admired than others, and confe* 
quently thejre muft be cndlefs Strife and Conten- 
tions about them ; while others being negleft- 
cd, ;woijld not &U,,by way of Revenge, to 
give all the Uneafincfs imaginable to theic 
admire^ Rivals. If it were'poffible, indeed, 
to;?CK>f put of human Nature that Defire to 
\k bclpved again by thofe we love, or to make 
a flfgbf ed. i Woman e»fy f thefe romanticfc 
J&hemes might poflibly be reduced to Praftice $ 
bus till fhen, J belief we muft defpair of fee- 
ing Iijftances of Happinefs, in any fuch Com- 
i9uoitie%9nd promifcuous'Mixtures. 

9ttt this Praftice : of lending or exchanging 
Wives, or enjoy ing them in common, is not pro- 
pertyJPoiigamy. That, as<has been obferved, con- 
fute in the Woman'siiaviog fcveral Husbands, 
pr the Man feverai Wives. The firft of thefe 
isgttigrally exploded, ; for that the endearing 
G % T\\V^ 
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Titles of Relation, it is faid, would then be 
funk and extinguished : Where none could bo 
certain who was his Father, or who his Son, 
how, fay they, could there be expefted any Af- 
fedion ? And who (hall reverence a Man as his 
Father, when it is uncertain to whom he owes 
his Being ? It is faid farther, that Nature not 
requiring fo numerous a Concurrence, all 
thofe additional Supplies itmft proceed from 
pure Luft ; and it may be added, that however 
Heaven may have difpenfed with the other 
Sort of Poligamy, no Countenance, or even 
Toleration, was ever given to this by the>Law 
of Mofes. > 

The Pra&ice of a Man's taking more Wives 
than one lias been ahftoft univerfal; and has 
many more Advocates than the other Sort of 
Poligamy 4 but this may- ' proceed, poffibly, 
from a Partiality to out felvcs, or the Ladies 
declining tb write on the other Side: The 
Mofaical Law, it is obferved, was fo fat from 
prohibiting this Cuftom, that it feems ill 
feveral Places of Scripture to fuppoft it, as 
in T>eut. xxu ver. 15. where -it 4ayv If * 
Man havt two Wives, one belaved and ano- 
ther bated, he pall not difinherit his eldefi 
Son by the Wife he bated. And, God by the 
Prophet Nathan, reckons up among <the>pcpi- 
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liar Favour and Bleflings he had beftowed on 
Dwid, That he had given him his Mafter's 
Wives into his Bofom. And the Jews in general, 
Mr. Selden obferves, held it lawful for a Man 
to marry as many Wives as he could maintain and • 
fuppiy in all things anfwerable to that Relation. 
The Robbies advifed, indeed, that no Man 
fliould • exceed four, except the King, whom 
they allowed eighteen $ and the High-Pried: 
was to have but one Wife at a Time, but in 
Cafe of Death or Divorce, he might take an. 
other; however, if the Jews lived in a Coun- 
try where. Poligamy was not tolerated, they 
thought themfelves obliged to a& conform- 
ably to the Laws of the Country in this Mat- 
ter * as in the Roman Empire, the Laws where- 
of expreifly prohibited this Liberty. 

The modern Jews? who live in Countries 
where it is allowed, ftill keep up their anticnt 
Cuftom of Poligamy 5 whereas in German} 
they are never allowed this Privilege ; and in 
Itafy wdy, and that when a Man has lived 
many Years with his Wife without Ifoie. 

ThcGreeks and thcRomansjht wifeft and the 
bf aveft People that ever appeared in the Worlds 
upon the Strength of their natural Reafon 
only, difcovered the Fitnefc and Expedience 
ef having but one Wifes bmof .d^tats&Ku 
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Thofc that maintain Poligamy t# be agree- 
able to the Law of Nature, fay* that the Ends 
of Matrimony, namely, the Certainty of Off- 
spring, and the Benefit of mutual Affiftance, 
is as well anfwered this Way, as by con- 
fining a Man to one Woman : As to the Ob- 
jection, that the conjugal Faith ought to be 
reciprocal; (hey fay, that mutual Faith doth 
by no Means fuppofe that the Performances, 
on each Side, muft needs be equal : Nor does 
the true Intent of Matrimony require, that 
the Man fliould confine him&lf as ftridly as 
the Woman, for the Iflue may be as well afctfr 
rained, where the Man has two or more 
Wives 5 but this cannot be, w here a Woman 
admits of more than one Man. That one 
main end of Marriage being the obtaining of 
Children, one Man is, in this R'efped, equal to 
many Women ; and that it is an infatiable 
Luft only, that makes the Wife fo averfe to her 
Husband's taking another to his Bed ; that if 
the Husband contracts, indeed,' to admit none 
but her to his Bed, he ought to obferve it 5 but 
where there is no fuch Condition, the Wife 
ought to be fatisficd with a competent Share, 
for (he has no more Right over her Husband's 
Body, than fhe obtained by the matrimonial 
Compzftt and there is no Crime in placing 
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that Sex in a Condition inferior to the Man, 
to whom they owe their Defence and Support : 
And as to Jcaloufies and domeftick Qoarrels, 
which are faid to be occafioncd by Poligamy, 
the Troubles of this Kind are not alike in all 
Places, but are chiefly found in thofe Countries 
where the Women, have too high Spirits, or 
the Men top fervile : < That in many Nations the 
Wives, either by their natural Difpofition, or 
by Cuftom* pay a ready and quiet Obedience to 
thcfeLaws. 

As to the feventh Commandment, Thou 
Jbak not commit Adultery, which is admitted 
to extend to the Man, as weU as the Woman ; 
it is anfwered, that in Leviticus, Adultery is 
defined to be, The coming to another Maris 
Wife, the polluting another Maris Bed * and 
that it is abftird to imagine that a Law againft 
Adultery, dire&cd to a People who a&ually. 
ufed PoUgamy, • ihould forbid this Pra&icc, 
without declaring as much in exprefs Words. 
ThatFoligamy was never thought to be forbid- 
den, by this Command, by any of the Jewijb 
Do&ors or Interpreters, during ail that Difpcn- 
(ation;.nor was it once reprehended or repro- 
ved by any of their Prophets, as their other 
Faults frequently were s but on the contrary 
was univcrfally pra&jfed by th.cF^um^^ sak 
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the bed and holieff Men atnongfl: them. They 
fay: farther, that all the RighMnd Title, which 
one Perfon can have to the Body of another, 
muftarife frohi Covenant and the Confent of 
the Parties ; and confequcntly, if fo much' is 
performed as is covenanted fot, there Ought tcV 
be no Complaint of in jattous Dealing: That it 
a not hecefiary the mutual Performances a- 
mong all Pctfons lhould be alike s for if fo, it 
would be repugnant to the Law of Nature, 
that one Man fhould be born a Prince, and an* 
other a Subject, and that by virtue of an ante- 
cedent human Covenant, not made by them- 
fefves, but by. others : That none will be fa 
tttravagant to maintain, that it is a Breach of 
natural Equality, unlets the Wife be allowed 
iw* Turn of governing, as weil as the Hu* 
band ; and that there is the lame Difference 
obfervablc, m the Care of dhe*cotnmon Off. 
fpringj for how little Trouble does this bring 
to the Father, in Comparifon of the grievous 
Pains of the Mother > That to commiferate 
the Condition of the Wives in Turkey, is ab 
abfurd and impertinent, as to beftow our Pity 
upon Husbandmen and Artificers, that they 
"(hould be fo unfortunate to live in more on* 
eafy Circumftanccs than the Nobility : And 
tfata l^pman lies under »oRcftraiot of Gonr 
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tdence,from agreeing tathis Kind 6f Matrimo- 
ny, in a Country wherd the Pra&ce is allowed 
by Authority $ efperiaHy* iince if it wetc in any 
Degree vicious, the Force of the weaker Sex 
amid never prevail againft the Power 1 of Men 
and antiefat Cuftonu And though the Exam-; 
pie of : the Mahanktlms may not foe of great 
Weight in this Difputc* yet the Poligamy of 
the Fathers under the old Covenant, ftrongly 
arguei that a Multiplicity of Wives was no t a- 
gainft. tta Law of .Nature or of Mofes $ and in- 
deed, our modern Divines acknowledge as 
much: Whitby particularly, in his Paraphrafe 
on tfaje nineteenth of St. Matthew, fays, That 
neither JDinmce* ToligMmy y or Concubinage, 
were againft the Law of Nature* or the moral 
Law i but that *ur Saviour introduced a new 
Law* when he Jhid, whqfoever fhall, &a 
and that thefe TrnQices are nowonfy evil* as 
being aguinjl this his fofitive Command. 

Having produced the Arguments for a Plu- 
rality of Wives, and fet them in their full 
Light % itt us enquire what is ufually urged on 
the ofcfacr Side. 

\ AM firft, chey fay, that as it is Admitted on 
all Hands, that where the Man covenants he will 
admit i!o other toJiis Bed, but the firft Woman 
he aja tries, (as it is in all the* Chriftian World) 
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there he ought to be ftri&ly traeto hir-Engage^ 
mcnt, and he is unjuft if he bernot. / t 

They fay farther, that where Poligamy is al- 
lowed, the Women are in cffc&Slavcs-, ami it 
is not to be exuded there can be any real Love 
or Fricndfliip, which was one principal End of 
Matrimony 5 but perpetual Jars, Jeatauiiesand 
Contentions muft diftraft^thc Farafly, and 
not only the flighted Woman her fclf, but her 
Children probably muftbe made miferablcij 

It is alfo faid, that:k cannot be fuppofed 
any Woman would thus confent to her Loft 
and Injury, unlefs compelled by Force or Fear, 
or moved- by Wcaknefi ' and defeft of Judg^ 
ment $ none of which ;Caufes can fbund any 
Right in the Man. 

And it is obferved, where a Plurality of 
Wives is allowed, the Man feidom fails to fingle 
out a beloved one, whom he prefers to this reft $ 
fo that Nature feems, out of a Multitude^ to 
lead us to Unity. Grotmsfzys, the Wife be- 
flowing her felf entirely- on her Husband; 
ought to reteive an equal Return of bis, whole 
Heart and Affections. That the Family Af- 
fairs will be carried fa with more Regularity 
under a fingle Miftrefs i* and that many Mo- 
thers tnufi of Neceffity steate Feuds : and 
Quarrels among the Children. i iAnd thzTurfo 
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themfclvcs, it is (hid, In the Article of Mar- 
riage, do not now take the fame Liberties they 
formerly did, from the Experience of the In- 
convenience? and Mifchiefs that attend Poli- 
gamy. 

Dcxftor Whitby, in his Notes on 1 Cor Mi. 
4. upon thefe Words, The Husband hath not 
Tower over his own Body, 'but the Wife: 
fays, It is plain that Toligamy js hereby for. 
bidden $ for if the Man have not Tower over 
bis own Body, he cannot give the Tower of it 
to another, and fo he cannot marry another : 
Nor could his Wife be faid to have the Tower 
of his Body, if he could give his Body to ano- 
ther. Again, upon Mark x. 11. from thefe 
Words, Whofoever Jhall put away his Wife • 
and marry another, committeth Adultery a- 
gainft her ; he infers, that Poligamy muft be 
unlawful, efpeciall^ under the Chriftian Oeco* 
nomy : For, fays he, if he that putteth away 
his Wife and marries . another, committeth 
Adultery agamft* her% then he who, having 
not put her away, marries another, muft be guil- 
ty of .'the fame Crime $ feeing he muft at leaft 
have the fame Tower to marry, another, when 
the firft is put away, as when fhe is not. 
That fince to commit Adultery,' is to violate 
the Bed of another Perlbn: He that coccus^ 
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Adultery againflhis Wife mod violate her Red* 
which no Husband can do only by doing that 
which an Husband lawfully might do, name- 
ly, by Poligamy ; for lincc a Right to Foil- 
gamy, is a Right to marry more Wives than 
one; he that hath this Right, cannot violate 
the Bed of his firft Wife* by afluming ano- 
ther to it. Either, therefore, fays he* the 
Husband under Chrift's Inftitation, and by the 
original Law of Matrimony, had no filch 
Right; or he that marrieth another, cannot bf 
that commit Adultery againft . his firft Wife 

The Poligamy of the Jews* it feemvwas 
fo (hameful, as Do&or Whitby in his Notes 
on Rem. ii. 2*2. obferves, that they would 
• make Proclamation in any Place where they 
came, Who will be my Wife for this Day, or 
while I ft ay in this *P lace ? And Juftin Mar- 
tyr reproaches the Jews, that wherever they 
travelled or came, they did, with the Permiffioa 
of their Robbies, take Women and ufc thetn 
as their Wives, under Pretence of Marriage 5 
fo that it feemed high Time to put .them in 
mind of the original Inftitution and Defign of * 
Marriage ; for under Colour of the Law, they 
indulged themfelves in, more fcandalous Liber- 
ties than the moft barbarous Nations, who had 
no Laws or Rules to aft by ; And indeed, no- 
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thing is fo common as to gtofs and interpret 
away the Intent apd Defigii of a Law, or 
carry It beyond, or befides the Meaning of the 
Makdrs, wherever Plcafure or private Intercft 
ha* the Afcendant. 

Bnt let us examine this Matter a little more 
particularly : Study that Argument of our Si- 
vioutV, That God made them Male and Fe- 
male at the Beginning : That there was but 
stme iVormm created for one Man, carries a 
great tieal of A^dght with it j for if a .Plura- 
lity of Wives Would have added to the Joys ttf 
Taradife, they wdiild riot have been wahtirigc 
When God &id,; 'It is not good fir Man to it 
alone, I will make him dnWtfp-meet for him. 
As the Deity feems confultjfng and contriving 
the Happinefs of his Creature Man, and to de- 
clare that the Society of one Man and one Wo- 
man was mod delightful and agreeable; Itnce 
this fcem$ to be the Refult of infinite Wifdotiri 
<and Goodnefs ; it muft require an uncommon 
Aflttf ance to fogged the contrary : And had not 
the divine Wlfdom thus difcovered itfelf,RcafoA 
would naturally lead us to Ac fame Condition. 
Even Taradi/e muft have been dtfturbed, *nd 
ceafed to have been Taradife, had AdatofaA 
more Wives than one, and any of them could 
have fufpe&ed her felf to be ids regarded -thaa 
the other. 

i 
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Betides, unlcfs a Man places the whole of 
Matrimony in gratifying jui infatiable roving 
Luft, I can't -conceive to what Purpofc he 
fhould defire more than one. Is there that 
great Difference between the Sexes, that one 
Woman cannot anfwer one Man's Demands, 
fa far, at leaft, as is confident vurich his Health, 
and the Serenity of his Mind f And furely, he 
that regards nothing elfe but the Gratification 
of his Senfes, and does not at all oonfnlt the 
(hpcrior Fleafures of the Mind, richly deferves 
to be rank'd with Brutes, with whom he has 
put tximfclf upon the Level. 

If indeed a Man cpijld be iuppofed to be 
in Diftrefs, even in a married State, and could 
not quench his Thirft at one Fountain, there 
might be fomc Colour for multiplying Wives ; 
but this poffibly is fo feldomthe Cafe, that it 
hardly deferves Confident ion : And admitting 
there might be tych an Inftance, would a ra- 
tional Man, to .gratify this wandring Appetite, 
bring upon himfelf ten thoufand other Incon- 
veniences? Would he be content, for this, to 
forfeit the Friendfhip of his firft Spoufe? to 
jrender her and her Children miferable, and 
make his Houfe . a Scene of cndlds Debate 
and Strife? Would he fubjeft himfelf to the 
little Tricks his Wives wou'd not fail to play, 
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to promott *hcir fcpatatejntojcftij For from 
neither of them could hee^ped that his fliould 
p$ abfitt«garclcd.;- $u!t Jjbelievcitwill be ad- 
mitted. Jay all, . whofe Scnfes are not. funk be- 
lQWi.'theii; jGicdlep, 5l»at , and Woman are 
foeqaaij^ntttdVd, that; nothing but a difor- 
der'dj viagPVernablc>;;roiiing Luft, can induce a 
Man : to w^fli forniprc; Wives than one. : We 
fee indsedi Men <^ ; l^»ciou5 Appetites, who 
feem jto place all !tbx;jrrHappinefs in Taftc, 
pejp#i^Uy .proggi^ and 
luioVc^ingta^'Varici^ and i>ai^ies, whofc 
whole/ Gon/Yq^fation- twns, upon good Eating, 
and thefc ^1 in Copkery , , as theCpnvcrfa- 
tion o^i tfrefc;4oes upon, [the Gratification of 
another Appetite y but arc not fuchas rhefc the 
mc)ft a>iue^pt^k V^fxetchcs among the; Sons 
o.f Mcn>>) /H j: ... ,b t,j ;. ( v. ••• .. 
; Naflitfc,; .indeed, jhag,made our Food ,nece£ 
fary to que Support ^ npr 4s, there any manner 
of In^moraJity, in eat]ngjt r w;th a ; Gu^, , and 
well prepared ; but that a Man fliould fpend 
the greatest Fart of his Time in indulging his 
Palate,. ;,anfi ^repapngSfu^s, that he fliould 
be fo i,minqrjs^:in, '.$ftl$<ffi.t9 rega*d,nothing 
elfe but.hj|s ; ^ufl^. ;as ^ , be. was fent into; the 
World on; qo otter Qcfign, this fu rely is to' 
give the §futc the Afccndant with a Witncfs ; 
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or rather entirely to fappwft the rtobierPaW, 
the SbtiU and factffice all to fenfual lEtfjoy- 
mcnts. Tistrac, our Appetite* may brought 
to befitisficd, but not m (udi a manner asto 
deftroy or impair the Faculties Of the Mind * 
or at the fixpence ^another's BafcahaSatif- 
faftioni We ought W 'have fd rnucft ©on*- 
mand of oar Appetites at leaft, al Witt? guilty 
of no Injuftice c* Opprcffion, <«§ fflrtfy.ht is 
who takes another 'to Bed, iftthd Lift; of 
his firft Spoufc, efpcctilly lit fOxitktf whWc 
the Laws forbid it f nnlefs af M8n "-cbfiiid ; fl*e* 
as great a Neceffity for a Plurality of \^iv«, 
as there is for one. Indeed Where God, add 
Nature, and Ncceffiry'cbmmand^UMs ^bfirtd 
and Impertinent fort tnirmn La^r^ tb ihtcN 
pofej they may as welt' forbid! the Tide to 
flow, or our Blood to circulate in.ourVeinsY 
by an Ad of State V but furely where nothing 
impious, or 'immoral, - or impoffible 1 is con> 
-manded, there our Governors ought to be o- 
bcyed. 

Another Argument againft Poligamy, is ta- 
ken from the equal Numbers of both Sexes ; 
for if fome Men allow rhemfelves half a dozen 
or half a fcore Women, then others muft have 
none at all; and furely it will be thought 
more juft, as well as ncccflary, that every Man 
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fliould have one, than fpme few ihould en- 
grofs the whole Sex to themfelves. Nor do I 
fee how the World would be fooner peopled 
this Way, than by confining one Man to one 
Woman ; tho' this has been look'd upon as a 
great Rcafon for it, efpecially in the firft ^ges 
of the World. . 

And there feems to be this Injuftice in Po- 
ligamy, that it reduces one .half of the human 
Species to the Conditjpn of Slaves, who were 
certainly defigned to ad the part of Friehds; 
both Man and Woman* therefore, would be 
in a much worfc Condition by this Praftice, 
as they -would lofe the fweet Intercourfe of 
Friendfliip, one of the principal Ends of Mar- 
riage : So far is the Allowance of it from be- 
ing a Privilege to any, that are ndt immerfed 
in Senfe, and have not loft all relifli for the 
Pleafures of the Mfnd : Not that 1 apprehend 
every Gratification of our Appetites inconfi- 
fteht with Thought and Reflexion i but every 
Pleafure, when it is too far indulged, becomes 
more than one Way detrimental. Wine and 
Food feafonably and moderately taken, repair 
and reftore drooping Nature, raife and revive 
the Spirits, . and make them fit for A&ion ; 
while Intemperance and Excefe drown the 
Soul, diforder and cloud the Underftanding, 
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ami mafcfe her incapable of exerting any of her 
Faculties to Advantage. The fame may be faid % 
bf the foftet Delights of Love 5 and Nature 
ftems vtrifely to have ordered, that too fre- 
quent a Repetition fliould be attended with 
Satiety and Difgtift, that we might not fpend 
our whole Time in thefe Enjoyments, and 
wholly neglcft the nobler Part. Too plenti- 
ful a Table, abomidfog with Variety of Meats, 
Sites but incline us to overload our Stomachs 5 
ttidltt a Variety of Women, may we not be 
tempted to Exceed the Bounds of Moderation, 
ibd render^ oat felvei incapable of enjoying 
tfte tn6tt refined Pltaftrrtt of the Mind > 

If it be ftill urged, that the Per mi (Ron of 
Poligamy by Mofes's Law, gives a fufficknt 
femaion to the Pra&ice$ for that Morality 
and the Will of Heaven, muft always be the 
fame : I attfwer, there were many Othet 
Things permitted, or connivfed at, in Mofes's 
Law, as well as this, that are not allowable to 
Chriftiansj particularly, that Spirit of Re- 
venge, confpicuous in the Writings of their 
greateft Men ; not but thefe Things were then 
toBtrary to the moral Law 5 but there had not 
then appeared that divine Commentator,- to 
explain the Extent of thofe Commands 5 and 
fliew what Man ought to be, if he hoped to ar- 
rive 
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/ rive ait a State of Pcrfeftton. * A wanto* Eyd 
had not then been; interpreted Adultery-; or 
Hatred, Murder ; and many Things aright bo 
excufed before, which would be Crimes under 
this Difpemfation. The Ladd of Canaan, 
Milk and Honey, and temporal Enjoyments* 
were to be the Rewards of their imperfed Ser- 
vice 5 and no Wonder if temporal Pleaftircs 
had a fuitablc Influence on them. The ecftatiek 
Blifs of an angclick State was but darkly un* 
derftood by them 5 but the divine Lawgiver hai 
now (hewn, hoV much ail fenfual Enjoy ments 
fail ftiort of the refined Plcafurcs of difcmbo* 
flicd Spirits, and the beavtnly Vifion $ and 
therefore nothing can be more abfurd and unbe? 
coming, than for a'Chriftian to place his chief 
Happinefs in a Seraglio, or Mahometan *P4+ 
radife. 

Monhcat'PuffeTkJorfj having considered the 
Arguments for and againft Polig&m/, conclude) 
as follow? : It is very clear and certain, fays he* 
that the tmfl decent* the mofi proper, and tht 
moft peaceable Way of Wedding, is for one to 
Hve contented with one ; This is tchhe ejUem- 
odthehigbeftand tno/l perfect Kind of Matri- 
mony 5 and the Laws and Conditions of it arjt 
moft religiously to be obfervedi as well by tbt 
Husband y as the Wife. And W that Sufyg&'$ 
Hz Loyalty 
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Loyalty to his Prince would be efteemed very 
low and imperfeft, who fhould do no more 
toTappbrt his Goyernment, than jiift what he 
is ' compelled to do by the drift Rules of 
Law; fothat Chriftian will be held 'to aft 
upon alow and flavifli Principle, who (hall 
endeavour to advance no farther in the Paths 
of Virtue than his Fears prompt hifn: Who 
nfevcr endeavours to excel, . and fees no Beauty 
in Virtue, or Reafonablenefc in the divine 
Commands $ and would give no Attention to 
any Thing recommended by *our Saviour, or 
his Apoftles, (as this of (ingle Marriages cer- 
tainly is, if it be sot commanded ) if he 
thought* he could cfcape the Pun i foment of 
his Tranlgreifion : Such a luke-warm Chri- 
ftian, who will ever be putting of Cafes, how 
far he may, or may not go, and does not rear 
dily perform, what he thinks mod agreeable to . 
thtf divine Will, and moft conducing to the 
Happiriefs of Mankind , will hardly deferve 
the Honour of being ranked among the Difci- 
plesof the blefledjefus. 
- Not but that in extraordinary Cafes fome 
Allowances might be made, without tranfgret 
(ing the Rules of Chriftianity ; as where one 
of the Parties (hall be feized with fuch an in- 
curable Diftemper, as (hall render them incapa- 
ble 
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ble of the marriage Duties s or where one of 
them fliall be feized with madnefs: Here, if 
the Calls of Nature are not to be refitted, and 
none would ad vile the propagating a Race of 
Madmen ; in fuch^a' Cafe, if a Power was 
lodged in the Government to relieve them, in 
thefe Dift'reflcs, I cannot conceive there would 
be any Immorality in taking a fecond, in the 
life Time of the firft j and where the Govern- 
ment could not relieve, a real NeceJJitj would 
certainly go a great Way in excufing the Prac- 
tice; though it be granted, that nothing but an 
abfolute NeceJJity can warrant it. 

Our Law it fecms jnakes no Exceptional 
^py Cafe, for by the 10 Jac. L cap. 4. it is 
enafted, ThatifanyTerfon Jhall marry again^ 
the firft Husband^ or Wife* being alive, it 
Jhall be Felony. But it provides, that this 
jhall not extend to any, whofe Husband or 
ffafe Jhall be abjent feven Tears together be- 
yond Sea: Or who Jhall be abfent \feven 
Tears together within the King's 'Dominions* 
the one not knowing the other to be living 
Or to any one who Jhall be divorced 1 or 
whofe Marriage Jhall be declared void by the 
Ecclefiaftical Courts 5 or to thofe married with* 
in the Age of Confenf. 

But it has been held, that this Statute th- 
reads to a Marriage de FoEto> ^a?^ 
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able upon Account of a Pre-tontrad, or for 
being within die prohibited Degrees s butthfcf 
fit* Wife cannot give Evidence againft her 
Husband op a Trial* and the Benefit Of the 
Clergy is toot taken away ibt this Offence. 
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CONCUBINAGE. 

iR£> M Poligamy, we naturally 
! come to confider Concubinage. 
Concubines are faid to be a Sort 
| of inferior Wives, and their Dif 
ference from juft and proper Wives, to be in- 
troduced purely by pofitive Latf, or by the par- 
ticular Covenants of the Parties, who to the 
principal matrimonial Pad may add any thing 
at their Pleafure, which does not eontradid or 
overthrow it. The chief Reafons on which 
this Pra&icc fcems to be founded, Monfieur 
&uffiendorf obferves to be thefej viz. The 
Prefcrvation of noble Families, the Fear of 
H 4 x in'\utuv^ 
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injuring former Children, or the avoiding thofe 
greaj Expences which a Wife in the higher or 
more perfeft Degree might challenge, by the 
Cuftom of the Stare- 
It is obferved of the Turkijh Emperors, that 
zftcv t Baja^et none cf them cntcr'd into , juft 
and proper Matrimony 5 fpr he, after his De- 
feat by Tamerlain, falling, together with his 
Wife, into the Hands of the Vi&or, took no 
Part of the barbarous Treatment more to 
Heart, than the Affronts and Dilhonours put 
upon the Sultanefs before his Eyes. In regard 
to this Accident, his Succeflbrs abftpn from 
conjugal Engagements 5 and as to the Affairs 
of Iffuc, make ufe of Women in the Condi- 
tion of Slaves, who are not capable of fuffer- 
ingfo much Injury and Difgrace. But indeed 
the Turks in general pay 00 lefs AfFe&ion and 
Kindnefs to their Sons by Concubines, than 
to thofc who are bbrn of their legal Wives ; 
nor have the former any lefs Degree of Right 
tq the Goods and Eftates of their Father. 

The Chinefe, when they defpair of having 
IfTuc in juft Marriage, have Recourfe to the 
Remedy of Concubines, efteeming it the moft 
miferable Thing that can befal a Man, to have 
no Children who might mourn at his Deceafe* 
and perform the decent Honours of his Bu- 
rial. 
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rial. Bat however Concubinage might be 
difpens'd with among the Jews, Turks and Hea- 
thens $ among Chriftians, if Poiigamy be prohi- 
bited, then this Practice muft be prohibited too. 
And yet it is obfervable that the Clergy m this 
Kingdom, and other Parts of Chriftcndom, 
who fubmitted to the Jurifdi&ion of the Pope, 
were for fome time indulged in keeping Con- 
cubines, tho' they were abfolutely prohibited 
to marry 5 and when the Clergy of England 
were reftrain'd from both, by the 31 H. VIII. 
c. 14. it was made much more penal to keep 
a Wife, than a Concubine 5 for the former 
was Felony, without Benefit of Clergy, when 
by the latter, the Prieft only incurred the Lofe 
of his Goods and Preferments. And the Pu- 
niflimentof the Women for thcfc Offences, as 
they were both call'd, was equal to that of 
the offending Prieft. " So far did the Superfti- 
tion and Bigotr/ of fome Ages carry both 
Clergy and Laity, that Marriage, which they 
were pleas'd to honour at fome Times with 
the pompous Titles of a Sacrament, and the 
Ordinance of God, was nev.erthelefs prohibited 
at others, under the fame Pains as Murder, 
and under much greater than were infli&ed for 
Fornication or Adultery. 



Thefc 
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Tbcfc Inftances of the Fallibility of Popes, 
Synods and Parliaments, will furely. juftify us 
fometimes, in enquiring into the Reafon and 
Juftice of their Decrees, efpeciaily when they; 
appear Co oppofue to the Laws of God and 
1 * Nature. If we fiibmit, and fuffer the Penalty, 
where we can't comply with the Command, 
it is all that our Governors, whether fpiritiial or 
temporal, can demand in thefe Cafes ; but to 
be forced to fubmit opr Reafon "and Under- 
(bindings, Co far as to fubferibe to Contradic* 
tions, upon their bare Authority, without be- 
ing permitted to enquire into the Juftice or 
Reafonablenefs of their Proceedings, is finely 
the moft abjed Slavery. 

To return; Concuhines are faid to be a Sort 
of inferior Wives : But by that I prelume is to 
be underftood, that they were of inferior Qjmu 
lity 5 for it .appears in Scripture, ' that they had 
not only the fame Appellation often, but in 
the moft important Inftanccs, a Concubine was 
upon the.kcvel with the Wife. We find no 
Difference made between the Sons of j4cob> 
which he had by the one and the other: The 
Land of Canaan was divided as well amongft 
thofe that fprung from his Concubines, as his 
Wives ; and they are ail called Jacobs Sons* 
without any ignominious Marks of Diftin&ion. 

There 

4- 
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There was indeed greater Solemnity tiled at 
. efpoufing the one than the other; the Wife, 
ftri&ly fo call'd, being generally Of equal Qua- 
lity with the Man, aGontrad was made with 
her Relations for a Dowry, and a Fcftival al- 
ways attended thefe Contrafts : The other was 
ufuafiy a She-Save, who had no Body to fti- 
ptriate for her, or any Rights of her own 5 flic 
and fill that flie had, except her Maidenhead, 
wereabfolutely at toer Matter* Dilpbfal before, 
and hfer Condition was fo much betrcr'd by be-* 
ing taken to her Matter's Bed, ss to filenceitf 
Complairits 5 but thejewi(h Law looked upon 
her to be fo enfranthifed by lying with her 
Maftet, that if he did fiot^2ke her afterwards, 4 
lhe was to have her Freedom. AtkI furcly 
there can be no Pretence, either in Reafon' 
or Religion, that thefe Wives, or their Ilflue, 
flionkTlic tmder greater Difedvantages or Di£ 
abilities than the other, unlcfs where they* 
bring Portion ; tfhere indeed, a Dowry being 
contra&ed for with the firft Sort of Wives, 
the Man, having receiv'd an Equivalent, is 
bound in Juftice to make that good : But tho* 
the others have no Claim of Dowry upon the 
Man, yet they may claim a Right to kind U- 
fage, and to a Subfiftence fuitable to the Cir- 
cumftances of the Husband. 
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The Turks, as has been obferved already, 
make fo little Diftin&ion between one and the 
other, that whoever firft has a Son, fuch Son 
is entitled to all the Privileges and Advantages 
of an eldcft Son, whether born of a Wife, or 
a Concubine. 

The Romans* it feems, had feveral Degrees 
of Wives, the lowefr of which were fo by 
Ufe only, by cohabiting together without any. 
Contrad, Or any thing ft ipulated , on Qther 
Side. Thefc, I find, were frequently of equal 
Quality with their Husbands j t but, ^hyjr they 
fhould not come under the Denomination of 
Concubines, I can't fee; unlefs that Wife be- 
ing tfie more honourable Name, was thought 
more fuitable to their Dignity. But there was 
one Thing vefy remarkable in, thefe Sort of 
Wives 5 that when they had been enjoy 'd fe- 
veral Years by one Gentleman, and had Chil- 
dren by him, he would frequently relinquifh 
or affign them over to one of his Friehds. 
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DIVORCE. 

HE next Enquiry lhall.be, whe- 
ther a juft and regular Marriage, 
may, or ought to be diflblved 
upon any Occafion ? It mud be 
admitted, that according to the common Na- 
ture of Coyenants, onfe Party cannot recede, 
unlefsthe other hath cither broken the Agree- 
ment, or corifcntcd to a Releafc. It is there- 
fore held repugnant to.the Law of Nature, for 
either the Man or Woman to depart from the 
other unconfenting, only for the Improvement 
of Condition, of Satisfaction of Humour, 
without being able to alledge any Breach of 
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the matrimonial Contract A Union entered 
into apoor accoant of Gpn, may much eafier ? 
admit of Separation, than this moft ftrift and . 
folcmn Tie between Man and Wife s who by 
Marriage acquire a Right over the Bodies of 
each other, which they cannot \fc deprived of 
agamft their Wills ; but upon fomc extraordi- 
nary Occafions, whereby the very End and 
Defign of Matrimony is prevented : And al- 
though there fliould be a mutual Confent to 
parr, it would be both indecent andunfafe to 
allow the dflgblving of Mawriage, without veijr 
weighty Catife j. inaftfcuch as this Liberty of 
frequent Divorces muft exceedingly fliock the 
Strength and Credit of Families, and the 
Grace and good Order of the Common- wealth, 
Mr, Lock obferves, that the very Nature and 
End of this Society (hews, that it ought {o 
continue for a long Time ; for we marry not 
only to have Children, m but to bring them up * 
and there is a Necefficy that the Husband 
fliould remain with the Wife, till her Children 
ate grown up, and of Age either tofubftft 
themfelves, or with fuch Goods as he can give 
them. We fee, that by the admirable Wif- 
idom of the Creator, this Rule is conftantly ob- 
served by the Creatures deftitute of Reafon. 
Among the Beatts which feed on Grafs and 

H&tbs, 
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Herbs, thc'Society of the Male and Female 
remains no longer than the Time of Copula- 
tion 5 becaufe the Milk of the Dam is fuffici- 
cient to nourifli the young, till they can feed 
upon the fame Herbs > but as to Lions and o- 
ther Beafts of Prey, feeing the Dam is not able 
to provide for her young ones, the Male alfo 
hunts for them : We may obfervc the fame 
Thing in all Birds, unlefs it be tame Fowl, 
who live in fuch Places as afford them plenty 
of Food. But tho' the conjugal Union of the 
Husband and Wife continues longer than that 
of other Creatures, yet there is nothing in that 
Union (as I think) fays^Mr. Lock,th& can require 
them to remain together all their Lives,after they 
have brought up their Children, and put them 
into a Way of living : That y fays he, depends* 
as all other voluntary Engagements do, upon 
the Contrail of Marriage * unlefs they live in 
fuch a State, where the pofitive Laws com- 
mand that that Contraft fhould be for life. 

It is faid in behalf of thefe Laws which pro- 
hibit Divorce, that the Wife having no Re- 
fuge, nothing to tru^ to in Cafe of a Rupture, 
will not fail to yield a ready Compliance to 
the Temper of her Husband* and on the o- 
ther Tide, this will oblige the Husband to ufe 
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his Wife, as a neceffary Poffeffipo, which he 
cannot on any Account throw up or defert. 

That the Confcquence of frequent Divorce 
would be innumerable Adulteries ; for a Man 
who in his Anger has put away his Wife for fomc 
trival Caufe, may probably be reconciled to her, 
when flieh as married another ; an4 the Familia- 
rity he has had with her, may eafily afford him 
Means to maintain the aritient Conversion in 
private. Befides, where the Women are left thus 
to the Humour or Incbnfiancy of the Men, it is 
not difficult to imagine, what Influence and ill 
EfFc&sthis may have, in Relation to. the Chil- 
dren. ^ 

One of the principal Caufes, which is af- 
figned for the Decay and Corruption of the 
Roman State, is their too frequent Praftice of 
Divorces, either upon flight Occafions, or none 
at all ; which Practice Juvenal animadverts on 
in this Manner : 

—I heard him fwear, 
Tis not that Jhe's his Wife, but that Jhe's fair : 
Let her but have three Wrinkles in her Face, 
Let her Eyes leffeni ' and her Skin unbrace * 
Soon you will hear thf faucy Steward fay, 
*Pack up with all your Trinkets, and away: 

Ton 
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Tou ,gmv vffenfive both at BeddndBodrd, 
T^ur Betters mtft be had to pleafemy Lord, 

^Drjdetis Tranftation; 

Seneca, dk B&fef. I. 3 . tap. i 6. fays, Whais 
nam afh amed of breaking the nuptial Union?} 
when fo many Ladles of Eminence and guaH- ! 
ty mkm thebr Tears, not by the Number : af 
Confuis> but of Husbands* and aredivofred 
m ifiqks of rHatryirtg) and marry in Hopes of 
being divorced? - 

h is repotted of the Saracens, that th*y 
hirfe; Wives to ftafve a prcfent Turn,, but 4 to 
make fame flicw of Matrimony, The ffiomtiri 
prefents herinoch Husband with a Spear and* 
Tent t y and at the Expiration of the Term a* 
greed on r Jh& tiro?, if fhe pleafes 9 break up and 
feek a new- Gonfbrt. The 'Dutch make no 
Scruple of controlling this kind of Matrimo- 
ny at Japan? as Parenias informs us ; and at 
their- leaving the Ifland, the Marriage is diflbl- 
ved. The likePra&ice is laid to be allowed, 
in fpme Parts of India and 'Perfia. To pro- 
ceed* It is held: to be unjuft and barbarous to 
put away a Wife, unleft upon fome extraor- 
dinary Provocations j for it loads the Woman 
with Reproach and Infamy, how virtuous or 
innocent focver flic may really be, S& 
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ted of the celebrated Brittia, where fhc gnd 
her Lover h^d proceeded no farther than E- 
fpoufals, that upon his breaking his Promife, 
without being able to alledge any Crime againft 
her, (he, unable to bear the Scandal, bent all 
her .Thoughts upon Revenge 5 for Modeftj and 
Chaftity* fays the Hiftorian, are fo highly 
prized y and Jo nicely regarded, by thefe Bar- 
barians, that a Woman turrid off anddeferted, 
moji infallibly lofes her Reputation, thd her 
Virtue be really fafe and unftairid. 

But in Cafe the principal Heads and Con- 
ditions ©f Marriage are broken on either Side,, 
it is held, that the injured Party hath Power of 
receding from the Agreement; for inftancc, 
as pne principal Defign of Marriage is the pro- 
curing of Children, either Perfon may 4 (ac- • 
cording to the Law of Nature) renounce the 
Relation, in cafe of Defertion, or of yoltHK 
tary and obftinate Unkindnefs, as to the Affair 
of the Bed. This laft Omiffion, it feems, 
would bear an A&ion among the Jews ; and 
the conjugal Debt, as well as others, might 
have been recover'd by Procefs in open Court. 
Another juft Occafion of Divorce, is the vio- 
lating the Marriage-Bed : And the Reafon why 
Adultery and wilful Defertion are accounted 
fufficient Caufes of Divorce, is faid not to arifc 

from 

4 
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(torn any particular pofitive Liw of God, but 
from the common Nature of Covenarits, which 
is fuch, that when One Party hath broken the, 
Agreement, the other is no longer obliged td 
keep it : And the Force of thefc Cattfes is fo 
cxtenfive, as to juftify the injured Petfon, dot 
only in refuting to co-habit with the perfidi- 
ous Wretch; but likewjfe in pafling to a fe- 
cond Marriage: And tho' the Canonifts urgtf 
the contrary, it is obferved, that when they 
are to gratify a Friend in this Point, they carl 
find out Ways of eluding their own Decrees; 
by declaring the former Marriage to have beat 
Originally null and void; and they Very fcldoni 
want a plaufible Pretence. Another ,Caufe 
affign'd for Divorce, is the being of a different 
Religion 5 St. Taul allows a DifTolution of 
Marriage in this Cafe, 1 Cor. vil 1$. If art 
Unbeliever departs, let him 9 or her, depart. 
A Brother or Sifter is not under any Obligation 
in fuch Cafe. That is, he is not fo bound as 
to be under any Obligation to recal her, Of 
to live without marrying again. Impotettty 
is look'd upon as another fufficiertt Caufe o{ 
Divorce 5 or rather annuls the. Marriage front 
rhe beginning. But Barrcnnefs is not thought 
a fufficient Ground ; tho' one of the principal 
Dcfigns of the Inftiftition, was the Propagation 
la ^ 
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of Mankind* It is allow'd alfo to be ^ gpo£ 
Rcafon of Piyprcc, if cither Party #teaipt or 
confpire againft the. Life of the other. And 
by A the L^wspf Tb&odofius and Vdentmm^ 
befidcs the Cayfes already affign'd, if Husband 
Or Wife were coayifted of Trea^p, Sacrilege 
Of.Fplpny, pr if the Wife went ta a Feaft 
with unjknpwn Performs, withp^ the Confent 
of the Husband, pr if (he lay abroad without ' 
very gpod Reafpns, or wa&ppefi^nt at Plays, at 
if the Husband be^ hi? WiJSq 5 inanyof thefe 
Cafe?, pivojees wer? allow^L The Je«ps 
thought Divorces not only perpiitted, but cpnir 
manded, ifl <#fe the Wife difpleas'd the Hut 
b^nd, by the xxiv* Chapter qf ^eyferonm^ 
J^nd Barrennefs was judg'd a fufficient Caufc 
^f Separation amopgft th^ou But, regularly, 
it was not allowable for the Womajitq U»ve 
the Man, unlefe he put her away* except only 
. in.on$ Cafe $ and that was, when the Husband 
falfly reported thaE his Wife did not prove a 
Virgin : Here the. Woman had her Chpicc, 
whether flic would ftay, or depart 5 and the 
fjusband, if flje <;hofe to ftay, was oblig'd to- 
keep hf r. Jofephus fpeaks of it as a Thing 
very uaufual, that Salome* Wife of Cafto(?ar r 
Prefeft of Idumea, lhould fend a Bill of Di- 
vorce to her Husband. And he relates thq 
1 ".»...-■ • . ■ 
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fame of Heradias, Arijlohukfs Daughter; 
the Lady whb was the Stlbjeffc of St. Jdfm 
Baptift's Reproof. 

But it is hfeld by mdft Divines, that our Sa- 
viour took away this ancient Liberty of Di- 
vorce, Matth.v. 32. *ix. 8, 9. Markx. 4, 
tf, 12. Gtotius held, that from the Begin- 
ning it was mod: pleating to God that the 
Bond of Marriage mould be perpettidl. Mr. 
Seldtn, in the Explication df the abOvefaid 
Texts, fays thete were atnong the Jews two 
Sefls, thfe fiufHmxaris, and tbc fifclMans, who 
ftiamjkith'd conjfraty Notions oh the Point be- 
fore u$; TH6 fotiher affected that a Mail 
ought not to fcuit his Wife, unleft upon fomie 
Difcovery df Bafends and Difliohefty. The 
latter, that any Diflike taken of the Woman, 
was enough to juftify a Divorce. Our Savi- 
our then, as ah Arbitrator between the twb 
difputing Parties, declares in favour of the Sam- 
maans, that it was not lawful, upon flight Pre- 
tences, to diffdlve ah Union rnftituted by God 
himfelf, but only upon the Comnjiflion of 
foul and fcandalous Crimes j comprehended, 
according to the Genius of the Hebrew Laa- 
guage, under the general Term of Former 
tion. He adds, that amdngft the moft ancir 
phf Cfrriftians; Adultery was not efteem'd the 

I * . only 
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only lawful Caufc of Divorce* as appears from 
lit i. C de Repudiis, enaifted by the moft re- 
ligious of all the Emperors, 'till by the Super- 
ftition and Corruption of the Papal See, the 
Bond ofHMatrimony was declared indiffolvable, 
during the Life of the Parties. 

Montaigne obferves, that we think to tie the 
nuptial Knot more faft, by the taking away ail 
Means of diflblving it But he is of Opinion 
that the Knot of the Will and AfFeftions is 
fomuch the more flacked and madeloofe, by 
how much that of Conftraint is drawn clofec 
together: And that that which kept the .Mar- 
riages at Rome fo long ia Honour, and in via- / 
late, was the Liberty every one that would had 
to break them, They kept their Wives the 
better, he fays, becaufe they might part with 
them if they would. And in the full Liberty 
of Divorces, they liv'd upwards of five hun- 
dred Year?, without any one's putting it ia 
Pra&ice, 

Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations on the xix* 
of Matthew, obferves, that God, by making 
them at firft Male and Fetnale, made the** fo 
that they might* cleave together, and become 
one Flefli. And when they have, after a 
mutual Confent to enter into that Relation, 
done fo, they are no mors two,, but one'Flefh, 
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and therefore are not to be feparated $ unleft 
by cleaving fo unto another, they have madd 
themfelves one Flefli with that Other. But 
that thofe whom God from the Beginning 
hath thus fram'd, and of whom he hath faid, 
Let no Man put afunder 7 yet he may fee Caufe 
to permit, infome Cafes, the Solution of this 
Obligation, to prevent Cruelty, and other 
Mifchiefss as he did to the Je ws, by reafoq. 
of the Hardneft of their Hearts, allowing a 
Divorce. But without fuch Pcrmiffion, he 
thinks, no Man ought to do it. And the 
Do&or obferves farther, that God commanded 
no Man to divorce his Wife, but only permit- 
ted it in fomjp certain Cafes, and after fuch t 
Manner 5 nargely, by writing a Bill of T)i- 
vorce> and putting it into her Hand ; for 
" if this could have been done by Word of 
u Mouth, fays h?, it might have occafion'd 
€f great Evil on both Sides 5 for the Woman 
" might have pretended, when (he lik'd ano- 
^ ther better thai* her Husband, that fhe had 
* bceh divore'd, and fo might marry again 5 
" and the Man might rafhly have divore'd his 
" Wife upon fome little Quarrel, and fo never 
€ * be in a Condition of haying her any longer 
" as his Wife. To prevent which Divorces 
f f upon fuch a fudden Pet, it was the Cuftotn 

I + ? fo 
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u to asjc the FerfoA who came for a Kit irf 
** Divorce, /before they delivered k to 'him, 
** whether his Tea were Tea? i.e. whether he 
ff continued m a fettled Refolation to piit away 
" his Wife?* But/the great Qacftifln i$, whe- 
ther this Fermiffion e*cus'd this Pivorce ftom 
Sin, or only from Punifliment K That it cquUI 
not excufe him that divorc^ his Wife, is ar- 
gued^ becaufe opr Saviour decides ttesQue&ioft 
negatively 5 and that by reafon of God's ovra 
Inftitution, founded upon Natfaije, <ver.+, $. 
and reprefents, the Permiflicm mcntiotfd by 
McfeSy as contrary to it, «/*r. 8>. Now ail 
Tranfgreffion of divine Law is Sin, and 
^Khrift iaith this Permiffion was only granted 
to them for the Hardnefe of their Hearts. Now 
whatsoever is done upon that Principle, is fin* 
ful, and e(pecialiy fince ethcrwife it follows* 
that Divorces arc not evU, but becaufe for- 
bidden 5 and fo arc only Sim againft a pofitivc 
Command, and not forbidden becaufe evil, 
or becaufe contrary to the Law of Nature j 
and then,' either Adultery can be no Sin againft 
the Law of Nature, or cjte Chrift couid not 
truly fay, that he that putteth away, his Wife x 
and marries another, commiiteth Adultery a* 
gaivft her. 



« But 
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« But on the other Band, fays the Doftor 
u thit this Permiffion excus'd thofe 
" who made thefe Divorces according to tfefc 
u Law, .not only from Puniflimcnt by Man, 
u but alfo from Fault before God, and more 
" cfpeciaily from being guilty of Adultery, is 
" evident from the Permiflion given to the 
" Woman thus divore'd, to marry with and- 
" ther, Which plainly (hew* 

the Bond of Matrimony muft by it be dif- 
folv'd, fince otherwifi? this muft: be a Permifli- 
on to be an Adukerefs. Secondly, from the 
Prohibition of the Perfon thus divorcing her, 
to receive her again as his Wife j which yct^ 
he was bound to do, if the Bond of M^trifl 
mony ftill continued, and (he was ftill in trutff^ 
his Wife: And becaufe otherwife the whole . 
Commonwealth of Judaa y by a divine Per- 
miflion, muft be fiird with Adulteries, and 
with a fpurious Offspring. In anfwer there- 
fore to the former Arguments : 

i ft . It is granted, that our Saviour fays thefe 
Divorces were indeed contrary to the Equity 
and genuine Intension of God's primitive In- 
ftitution of Matrimony 5 but then k muft be 
added, that God by Mofes difpens'd with his 
own Inftitution, and that Chfift only fays, that 
unefcf Jlis pew Lav t\i\s Pifpenfation fhould 

not * 
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not obtain ; bat that he would have his Dif- 
ciples to a& according to the primitive Insti- 
tution. 

2^. In Anfwer to the fecond Argument* it 
may be faid, that what was permitted to the 
Jews, by reafon of the Hardnefs of their 
Hearts, was no lefs permitted, than what they 
were allow'd to do by reafon of the Indiffe- 
rence of the Thing. Whatfoever therefore 
was the Caufe of this Permiifioo, 'tis certain 
that which was permitted, could not at the 
fame Time be forbidden $ and therefore could 
not be a Fault, or that which God would pu- 
fiifli in them. 
|fe The Doctor adds, that Divorces and Poli- 
^gamy are not againft the Law of Nature* but 
only againft a pofitive Command 5 for he can- 
not conceive that Abraham, Jacob, %)avid, 
and other pious Men, would 'have had more 
Wives, or Wives and 0^ncubines, had this 
been a plain Violation of the Law of Nature. 
Nor would God have fo highly approv'd of 
them, had they liv'd in Adultery. He con- 
cludes therefore, that thefe are rather Sins a- 
gainft a pofitive or natural Directive, than a 
pioral Precept, or Law of Nature: And that 
Chrift prefcrib'cT a new Law, which had not 
bpfprp p|?tained sroong the jffws. But he 

holds, 



Of Divorce. 113 

holds, that wherever it is lawful tp divorce or 
put away the Wife, there it is lawful to marry 
again. 

Bgt let us attend a little to Mr. Milton's 
Reafoning upon this Head. 

Whpheld that there was much greater Rea- 
fon for a Divorce, upon a Difparity or Difa- 
greeablenefs of Tempers and Difpoiitions, than 
for Impotcncy, Idolatry, or even Adultery. 

In the Introdu&ion to his Difcourfe, he ob- 
ferves, that out of thofe Things which God 
intended for our Good, and to give us Joy 
and Content, wc are ever hatching and con- 
triving to our felycs Matter of continual Sor- 
row and Perplexity. J 

" For inftance, fays he, what was inftitutcdr 
« more for the Solace and Delight of Man, 
fC than Marrijage ? and yet the mifinterpreting 
" feme Scriptures, directed chiefly againft the 
" Abufers of the Law of Divorce given by 
" Mofes, hath chang'd the Blefling of Matri- 
" mony, not feldom into a familiar and co- 
<c inhabiting Mifchief, at leaft into a drooping 
€i and difconfolate Houfhold Captivity, witfc 
" out Refuge or Redemption. Thus wild 
* c Superftition, fays he, hath ru$ us from one 
" Extreme\of abus'd Liberty, into the other of 
« unmerciful Reftraintj for tho'Gpd, in the 

" fitft 



V End hfc did it, ill Wdrd* tipre%itfltilylttg 
" the apt and chcarful Convention of Man 
** with W<jim!a!!i, to cdmfort and refrefli him 
" againft the Evil Of f6Htsity Life$ ttdt toen- 
« tioning die Purpofcof GttttratiOily till af- 
* ter wards, as being but a ffccbndary Ehd in 
** Dignity, though not in Ntceffity * ycttittW 
" if any two be but once handtd in the 
" Church, and hate flftfcd in any Sort of the 
4i nuptial Bed, let them find themfelve* htvtt 
** fo miftaken m their thfpofitions, thwagh 
" any Error, Concealment, dfr MifadVcfttttfe; 
" that thro' their different Tempers,. Thoughts, 
I" and Conftitutions, they can neither be to 
" one another a Remedy againft Ltinelihefs, 
€t nor Hve in any Union 6r Contentment all 
41 their Days; yet they (hall, fo they be but 
*' found fuhably wcaponcd, to the Icaftfttffi- 
" bility of fenfual Enjoyment be made, fpight 
" of Antipathy, to fadgc together and com- 
* f bine, as they may to their unfpeakablc 
" Wearifomnefs, and Pefpair of aR.fociable 

Delimit in the Ordinance which Ood cfta- 
f 4 blMhcd to that very End. 

" What i fore Evil, fays he, is this, under 
€i the Sun, which the Canontjls, by (ticking 
t* foo literally to (he Text, havp brought upoa 
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* us 5 doubtfefi, by the Policy of the Devil/ 
" ta make that gracious Ordinance become in- 
" fupportable : That what with Mens not da- 
" ring to ventufie ujpoi\ Wedlock, and what 
" with Men wearied out of it, all inordinate 
'< Liccnfc might abound : And that which one 
" Saviout pieach'd only to ihe Conference, i* 
" by canonical Tyranny (hatched into the* 
" cotnpulfive Cenfiufe of a judicial Couff^ 
" where Laws are knppfed, even agatnft the 
' c venerable and fiscfet Power of Nature's. Imw 

predion* to love, whatever Canfe be founds 
u to loathe whkh reflcfts both upDrr the ho- 
" nourahk State of Marriage, the BWgmrycfi 
" Mw,andtheGoodncfs of Chriftiam«y. And? 
" he proceeds to. fey dbwn this Ptopofnion. 

That Intfifpffim;Unfitnefs, 4nC<mtomi*ty 
of Mind, arifing from a Canfe in Nature^ un- 
changeable hindering, and even likely to hinder 
the mam Benefits of conjugal Society, whtchfarr 
Solace and Teace, is a greater Reafansf 7 Di- 
vorce, than natunal Frigidity^ efyesially, if 
there be no Children and that there be mutual 
Cenftnt. 

For,, fays he, all Senfe, attd Reafm, and 
Equity, forbi4 that:, any Law or Covenant, 
how folewn or JtrM. foever, either between. 
God and Mm* or Man and Man, though of 

God's 

' 4 
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Gods joining, Jhould bind againft a prime and 
principal Scope of its own Inftitution, and of 
Botbor either Tarty covenanting. 

From thcfc Words, It is not good that 
Man Jhould be alone, I will make* him an 
Help-meet for him ; lefs, fays he, cannot be 
concluded, than that in Gods Intention, a 
meet and happy Converfation, is the chiefeft* 
and the noble ft End in Marriage j there being 
no Expreffion fo neceffarily implying carnal 
Knowledge, ai the 'Prevention of Solitude to 
the Mind and Spirit of Man. That it is alfo 
a greater Bleffing from God, more worthy 
lb excellent a Creature as Man, and more for 
. the Honour pf Marriage, that the Solace and 
Satisfadiion of the Mind (hould be regarded 
and provided for, before the fenfitive Pleafure 
of the Body. 

• That we are taught in the Liturgy, that yfrc 
muft not marry to fatisfy the fleflily Appetite, 
like brute Beafts that have no Underftanding y 
but the Canon runs, as if it dreamt of no other 
Matter, than fuch an Appetite to be fatisfied ; 
for if it happen that Nature hath ftopt or ex- 
tinguilhed the Veins of Senfuality, that Mar- 
riage is annulled : But tho' all tftc Faculties of 
• the Underftanding and converting part,aftcr Tri- 
al appear to be fo ill, and fo avcrfely met, thro' 

Nature's 
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Nature's unalterable Working, as that neither 
Peace/ nor any fociable Contentment can fok 
low, it is as nothing, the Contrad fliall ftand 
as firm as ever, betide what will : What is this 
but fecrctly to inftrud us, that however many- 
grave Reafon^ arc pretended for the married; 
Life, yet that nothing indeed is jhoUght worth 
Regard therein, but the Satisfa&ion of an irra- 
tional Heat, which cannot be but ignominious 
to the St^te of Marriage^ diflionourable to the 
undervalued Soul of .Man, and even toChri- 
ftian Do#rine it felf* While it feems. more 
moved at the difappointing of an impetuous 
Nerve, than at the Grievance of a Mind un- 
reafonably yoaked ; and to place more of Mar- 
riage in the Channel of Concupifcence, than 
in the pure Influence of Peace and Love,, 
whereof the Soul's lawful Contentment is the 
only Fountain. : 

And if it be objefted, that the Difpofition 
ought fcrioufly to be confidercsd before ; let 
them know again, ; that for all the Warinefs 
that can be ufed, it may yet befai a difcrect 
Man to be miftaken in his Choice ; the fober- 
eftand beft governed Men are leaftpra&ifed in 
thefe Affairs 5 and who knows not that the 
bafhful Mutcnefs of. a Virgin may oft times 
hide the Unlivelinefs and natural Sloth, which 

is 
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is really unfit far Convention t Nor ii there 
that Freedom of Accefe granted or prefuincd, 
as may fufficc to a perfeft difcerning, till too 
late ; add where any Indifpofttion is fufpefted* 
what moTe ufuai than the Perfuafion of Friends, 
that Acquaintance^ as it increafes, will amend 
dll? • And la%, it is not ftrange that tn&y 
who have fpent their Youth chaftly, art in feme 
Things not fo quick fighted, while they haft 
too eagerly to light the nuptial Torek: Nor is it 
therefor^, reafonable thatfora modeft Erter> a 
ManflKxiW foffeitfo greataHappine^ and no 
charitable Means left to reloafe him/- They 
who have lived moft ldofeiy, by Reafbn of their 
bold accuftoming, prove tnoft fuccefsful in 
their Matches; becaufc their wild Affe&lons 
unfetfllng at Will, have been as lb many Di- 
vorces, to teach them Experience. Whefr as 
the fober Man honouring the . Appear anee of 
Modefty, and hoping well of every focial Vir- 
tue, under that Veil, may eafiiy chance to 
meet, if not with a Body impenetrable* yet 
often with a Mind to all other due Conven- 
tion inaccefliblc ; and to all the more eftiaiable 
and fuperior Purpofes of Matrimony u&lcis, 
and almoft lifdefsj and what a Solace, what 
a fit Help, fuch a Confort would be through 

th$ 
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tttd whole Life of a Man, is lets Pain to con- 
jc&ure, than to have experienced ? 

He adds, the fupream Di&ate of Charity 
would hereby be many Ways negle&ed and 
violated 5 and that by St. Faufc Words, It is 
Better to marry than to burn, is not meant the 
mere Motion of carnal Luft, or the Good of 
fcfnfitive Defire : God, fays he, does not take 
Care for fuch Catteh but by burning, is 
meant that Defire which God put into fddam 
in 'Paradife, before he knew the Sin of Incon- 
tinence, the Defire and Longing to jmt off an 
unkindly Solitarinefs, by uniting another Body, 
but not without a fit Soul to his, in the ehearful 
Society of Wedlocks which if it were fo need-: 
ful before the Fall, when Man was much 
rfiore perfeft in himfelfj how much more is 
it needful now, againft all the Sorrows and Ca- 
fualties of this . Life, to have an intimate and 
fpeaking Help, a ready and reviving Aflbciate 
in Marriage, whereof who mifles, by chancing 
on a mute and fpiritlefs Mate, remains more 
alone than before, and in a burning lefs to be 
endureel, than that which is fleftily, and more 
to be confidered $ as being more deeply rooted 
even in the faultlefs Innocence of Narure i As 
for that other burning, which is but as it 
were the Venom of a lufty and ovcrbounding 

K Con- 
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Conco&ion, ftrid Life arid Labour, with the 
Abatement of a full Diet, may keep that low 
and obedient enough > but this pure and more 
inbred' Defire of joyning to it felf, in conjugal 
Fellowftiip, a fit converfing Soul, (which De- 
fire is properly called Love) is ftronger than 
Death, as the Spouie of Chrift thought $ many 
Waters cannot quench it, nor can the Floods 
drown it. This is that rational Burning, that 
Marriage is to remedy, not to be allayed with 
Faftifig, nor with any Penance to be fubdued 5 
which how can he aflfwage, who by Mifliap 
hath met the unmeeteft and mod unfuitable 
Mind i Who hath the Power to ftruggle with 
an intelligible Flame, not in Taradife to be 
refitted? 

Such an one forbidden to divorce, is in e£ 
fctt forbidden to Tcnarry, being compelled to 
greater Difficulties than in a fingle Life : And 
he who wanting his Due in the moft native and 
human End of Marriage, and therefore feeks 
to part, is one who highly honours the mar- 
ried State, and would not (lain it ; for not to 
love, and yet retain, is the greateft Injury to a 
gentle Spirit; and the Reafons which now 
move him to a Divorce, are equal to thofe 
which fiift enclin'd him to marry. 



And 
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And it is to be feared* if he muft vftitl be 
fcotfnd by a deaf Rigour, when he finds his juft 
Expectation defeated, he will begin, evert agdittft 
Law, to caft about where he may find his Sa* 
tisfa&ion more compleat, urilefe he be fome«- 
thing heroically virtuous (which are not the 
common Lump of Men) when he (hall find 
himfelf bound faft to an uncomplying Difcbfd 
of Nature $ or as it often happens, to an Image " 
of Earth and Flegm, with whom he look* 
ed to be the Partner of a fweet and gladfome : 
Society $ and fees withal, that his Bondage is 
now inevitable* he will be ready to defpait 
and mutiny againft divine Providence t And 
this doubtlefs is the Reafon of thofe Lapfes* 
and that melancholy Defpair, which we fee it! 
many wedded Perfons, though they under- 
ft and it not, or pretend other Caufes, beeaufe 
they know no Remedy* 

He obferves farther* that Marriage is ft Co* 
venant, the very being whereof confifts not in 
a forced Cohabitation, and counterfeit Per* 
formance of Duties, but in unfeigned Love 
and Peace : That God commands in his La\ar, 
more than once, and by his Prophet Malachy $ 
(as Calvin and the beft Tranllators read) That 
he who hates, let him divorce j that is, he 
who cannot love or delight in his Wife; and 
K"a there- 
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therefore coacludes, that he who can receive 
nothing of Aie molt important Helps in Mar- 
riage, and continues to grieve whom he would 
hot, artdis no lefe grieved $ that Maa ought, 
even for Love and Peace fake, to move a Dt- 
VQtce> upon good and liberal Conditions; 
and. not prophane that Myftery of Joy and 
liJnion, with a polluting Sadnefs and perpe- . 
ttiai Diftcmpcr. That every Chriftian Duty 
oijghti tp be feafoncd and fet off with Ghcar- 
f*llne&., which in a thoufand outward and in- 
termitting Carts may, be done; but in fuch a- 
Bofem> AflU&ioii as this, which grinds the 
vpry; Foundations of his inmoft Nature? 
whfcarfte fhall be forced' to love againft a Pof- 
fvbilHy, and to ufc Difllmulation againft his- 
SquI ia the perpetual and ceafelefs Duties of a 
HttsbftPds dou&tlefs, his whole Duty of fer^ 
ving God muft needs be blurred and tainted 
witl* a fad Unpreparednefs and Deje&ion of 
Spirit, wherein God has no Delight, and the/ 
whole Worftiip of. a Chriftian Man's Life (hall* 
languid! and fade away, heneath the Weight 
p,f aft immeafurablc Grief and Difcoarage- 
ipem* A n Idolatrefs was . to he divorced, left 
fhe (hould alienate her Husband's Heart from 
the. true Worfhip of God 5 and what Diffe- 
rence is jtbere> whether fhe pervert him to Su* 

perftition 
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pcrftition, by enticing Sorcery, o* difenablc 
him in the whole Service of God, thro' th£ 
Difturbancc of her unhelpful and unfit Socic^ 
ty, and fo drive him, at laft, thr<y Murmuring 
and Defpair, to Thoughts of Atheifm? Thcte : 
fore, by the united Force df the whole Dttkl 
logtic, (he ought to be difcarded, unltfs *wt 
tnuft fet Marriage above G'6d, and Chatity >; 
which is a Doftrine of Dfevils, tto lefs thai* 
forbidding t6 marry. 

He obferves further, that if either Party be 
found contriving againft the other's Life, they 
may be fevcrtt * by Divorce : Then /why not, 
fays he, where the Life df ohex>f the Partfasf 
is in apparent Hafcard, by GrteF and Atttiet^ i 
And that the Temaiaihg in that State, infteati' 
♦ of being the Solace of his Life, tends: evfc 
Gently to his Deftru&ion* And what is Lift, 
without the Vigor and fprightly Exercifc of 
Life? How can he be ufeful, cither in a pri- 
vate or publick Capacity, who is thus deje&- 
ed, and. left to moulder away in Hcavincfs, 
for the fupcrftitious and impoflible Pctfortn- 
ance of an ill-driven Bargain > 

He inftfts that our Saviour docs not repre- 
hend Divorces, but the Abufe of them ; for 
lie fays, not many Verfes before, that he came 
not to abrogate one Jot or Tittle of the Law, 

K 3 and 
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and denounces a Woe againft them that teach 
fa, But if our Saviour's Words ftrikc at all 
Divorce, except for Adultery, then this Law 
of Mofes y Deuf.xxxv. i. is not only repealed 
and aqnuird, againft the Promife of Chrift, and 
lUs known Profeffion, not to meddle in Mat- 
ter? judicial, h^t the very Subftance and Pur-, 
port of that Law is cootradi&ed, and convine'd 
both of Injufticc and Impurity ; as having ao- 
thoriz'd and tpaintain'd legal Adulccry by Sta- 

. . ,$fhcfs hold, that there was no Law for 
v^£e,,,but only a Difpenfation ; which he fays 
^ccintrary to the. Words of,Chrift, whohim^ 
. felf calls it z Law > Murk X* 5« But admits 
ting it to be a Difpenfation, it is a certain Rnle^ 
ttyat as long as the Caufe remains, the Difpen- • 
fation oi^ght to do fo too. It fhould be fhewn 
therefore, either frcyn the Nature of the Gof- 
pel, or of Map, why this Difpenfation fliould 
he made void. The Gofpel, indeed, exhorts 
to the higheft P$rfe&ion, but bears with Weak- 
n.efs and Infirmity, more than the Law : And 
the Nature of Man is as weak, and yet as hard,, 
arid that Weaknefs and Hardnefs as unfit and 
*s unreachable to be hardily dealt withal as 
ever, ?nd the Gofpel is a Covenant-revealing* 
Qraqe, iy)t com^an^^g a new Morality. . 
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He obferves farther, that when all other 
Creatures were fitly aflpciated, and brought to 
Adam, the Deity . feems to be in fomc Care 
and deep Thought, becaufe there was not yet 
found a Helpmeet for Man : And can we, fays 
he, fo (lightly pafs over and deprefs the all- 
wife Purpofe of a deliberating God, as to think 
this Confultation produe'd no other Good for 
Man, bu^ to join him with an accidental Com* 
panion of Propagation ? And a far lefs Good 
flie will be found, if (he mud at all Adven-. 
Hires' be faftned upon him eternally; but 'tis 
plain, this Promife of God, to make him an 
Helpmeet, is the only Caufe that gives Autha- 
rity to this Command of not divorcing j there-, 
fore fhe who naturally and perpetually is no . 
Helpmeet, can be no Wife $ which clearly 
takes away the Difficulty of difmifling fuch a 
one. 

If it be faid that this Law of Divorce was 
not a moral, but a judicial Law, and fo was 
abrogated 5 he anfwers, that rather it was not 
abrogated, becaufe judicial i which Law the 
Miniftry of Chrift came not to deal' with j 
and \yho put it in Man s Power to exempt 
this Law, when Chrift fpeaks in general of 
f not abrogating one Jot or Tittle J and efqeaUl- 
\y net that of Divorce, becaxxfe vl W&sni* 
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mong thofc. Laws, which he promis'd cxjyrcfly 
not to abrogate, but to vindicate from abufive 
Traditions? And it is obfervable, Mat. v. he 
there cites not the Law of Mofes, but the li- 
centious Glofs which tradue'd the Law : There- 
fore what he cited, that he abrogated, and not 
only abrogated, but difallow'd and flatly cqn- 
demn'd 5 wiiich could not be the Law of Mo- 
fes, for that had been foully to rebuke his 
great Servant. To abrogate a Law made with 
God's Allowance, had been not only to tell 
us that fuch a Law was now to ceafe, but to 
refute it with an ignominious Mark of civiliz- 
ing Adultery 5 and cafts the Reproof which was 
meant only to the Thari/ees, upon him who 
made the Law: And if that be judicial which 
belongs to civil Courts, this Law is lefs judi- 
cial than nine of the ten Commandments ^ for 
Antiquaries affirm, that Divorces proceeded a- 
mong the Jews without the Knowledge of 
the Magistrate, only with Hands and Seals un- 
* der the Tcftimony of fome Rabbies to bp 
there prcfent 5 and it was indeed a pqre mor^L 
oeconomical Law, and was left to a Man's owi} 
Arbitrament, to be determined betwep Qod 
arid his own Confcience : And that Ppwc? 
which Chrift never took from the Matter of 
the Family, but re&ify'd oftly to a right and 
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wary life at Home, that Power the un<JiC 
cernipg Canonift hath improperly ufurp'd into 
his Court, and loaded with a tho^fand trifliag 
Impcrtinencies, which fill thp.JLiifcof Mao 
with ferious Trouble and Calamity : Apd ad- 
mixing it was of 0I4 a judicial JL<aw, it is sot 
the lefs moral, for -that being qopverfant, as k 
is about Virtue ?nd Yice, .ojjir Jfayiour djuf T 
putes not here the Judicature, jbtyt t^e Mpra- 
lity of Divorce, whether it be Adultery pp 
119. Jf he touch tjie Law o^Mftfes at fdl> 
therefore he torches the pxqral P^rt thereof ; 
wfyich is abfurd- fq imagine, th# tljj? Cpvcaaflft 
of Grace fljould reform the exa£jt aqd pprfeft 
La^w of Works, ejr.epoal and imtputatye: And 
if tyc touch not the Law at all, tb#i is not ftyR 
AJlpwan ( cc thereof 4ifallow'd pp us 5 but Ail), 
they refort to the primitive Inftitution, an4 
would have us re-corcr Paradise, agaiuft the 
Sword that guards it. But this Tp^t ill Gene- 
Jis. contains the Pefcription of 4 fit tfXfi perfefl: 
Marriage, with an Intecdift of evpr divorcing 
fuch a Union 5 bi# where Nature fjevcr really 
join'd the Parties ? but v£hemen|:iy fecks to pafljj 
it cannot be tjiere cqnceiv'd tl^t God fpn- 
bi^s it $ nay, he commands it, fcoth in tfre 
Law, and the Prophet Malachi, which is to be 
QW Rule. Jhis therefore i& thc.tsa^.^^ ^ - 
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our. SavioUr's Will, that he who looks upon 
the Law concerning Divorce, fliould look alfo 
back upon . the firft Inftitution, that he may 
endeavour what, is perfe&eft: And he that 
looks upon the Inftitution, fliould riot refufe, 
as (infill and unlawful, thofe Allowances which 
God affords him, in his following the Law; 
kftf he make himfelf purer than his Maker, 
and prefuming above his Strength, flip intq 
Temptations irrecoverably. / 

For it is Wonderful, that in all thofe De- 
crees in the Law concerning Marriage, God 
flipatd never once mention the prime Jnfti- 
tutiony to diffuade them from divorcing $ and 
thit he fliould forbid fmaller Sins, as oppofitc 
to the Hardnefs of their Hearts, and let this 
Adulterous Matter of Divorce pafs ever unre- 
jirov'd: l]] 

Beza's Opinion is, that a politick Law may 
regulate Sin. It may bfcar indeed, I grant, 
with Impcrfc&iori,' for a Time, as thofe Ca- 
nons of the Apbftles dfd, in ceremonial Things'; 
but as for Sin, the Eflence of it cannot confift 
with Rule 5 and if the Law defcend to regu- 
late Sin, and not to take it utterly away, it 
tfecefifarily confirms and eftabliflies Sin. If we 
five way to politick Difpenfations of lewd Un- 
c/eannefs, the fir& good Conference of fucha\ 
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Relax, will be the jufttfying of Papal Stews, 
join'd with a Toleration of epidemick Whore- 
dom : Juftice muft revolt from the End of 
her Authority, and become the Patron of that 
whereof (he was created the Puniflier. And 
if Divorce was granted, as fome fay, not for 
Men, but to releafe affli&ed Wives, furelyit 
is not only a Difpenfation, but a mod merci- 
ful Law 5 arid < why it (hould not be ftill iir 
Force, bdftg wholly as needful as formerly, 
what can be the Caufe, but fenfelefs Cruelty! 

Bat it is fiid, they muft be one Flejb 5 which 
will be found to import no more, but only 
to make legitimate arid good the carnal AGt; 
which elfe might feem to have fomething of 
Pollution in it : And infers thus much over, 
that the fit Union of their Souls be fuch as 
may even incorporate them to Love and Ami- 
tyj but that can never be, where no Corre- 
fpondenoe is of the Mind: Nay, inftead of 
being one Flefh, they will be rather two Car- 
cafles, chain'd unnaturally together ; or, as it 
may happen, a living Soul bound to a dead 
Corps 3 a Punifhment too like that inflated by 
the Tyrant Mezxntius, fo little worthy to btr 
receiv'd, as that Remedy of Solitude which 
God meant us. Since we know it is not the 
joining of another Body will icmo\^^^^ 
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but the unking of another compilable Mind, 
it is no Blcfling, but a Torment, nay, a bafic 
9nd briitifli Condition, p be one Flefh, un- 
left yjiwe Nature can M fame xueafunc&c a 
JJfldty Ojf Difpofition.. 

Laftly, 'tis faid, jtin% 
now Jbsuld put afunder. But which imy God 
fcpfrid tp |pi»? When the Parties iwid their 
Ff iendis <?piMem ? No, furgly; far that frfcy 
copcur #> the tewdeft Ends. Js it when Church 
iU« #c fimfii'd* Neither s for the ESfeacy of 
tfepC? depends upon the fuppos'd Fftt&efttof ei- 
ther £afty. Is it upon carnal KnOwkdgfe i 
Leaft pf all 7 .for th»t may join Perfons whom 
neither kaw or N*tu« dar* join. .NOi ft cftn 
be pnly then when tKe Minds are fitly dijpos'd 
and enabled to maintain a chearful Coo#ejfa- 
tipn, to the Solace and Love of each other * 
according as God intended and propus'4, in 
the very fijft Foundation of Matrimony, when 
he ftidi 1 will tntkt him a Helpmeet for 
him ? foe fytely, what God intended and pro- 
ipis'd, that only can be thought to be of his 
jpipipga' ap*l not the contrary. So likewife 
th? Apoftle witaeficth, i Cor. viL 15, that in 
Marriage Qpd hath call'd us to Peace, And 
dQufcnUfs, ip what refpeft he h*th call'd us to 
Mafriage> in tfw ^fy he hath joia'd us. The 
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reft, whom cither Difproportion, orDeadhefc 
of Spitif, of fbmething diflaftful or averfe in 
the immutable Bent of Nature, renders un- 
conjugal, Error may have join'd; but God 
never join'd, againft the Meaning of his own 
Ordinance. And if he join'd them not, then 
is there no Power above their own* Confenr, 
to hinder them from unjoining, when they* 
cannot reap the fobereft Ends of being toge- 
ther in any tolerable Sort. Neither can it be 
faid properly, thar ftich Twain were ever di- 
vore'd, bur only parted from each other; as two* 
Perfons unconjun&ive, and unmarriable toge- 
ther. But if whom God hath made a fit Help, 
Frowardnefs or private Injuries have made un- 
fit, that being the Secret of Marriage, God 1 
can better judge than Man 5 neither is Man in- 
deed fit or able to decide this Matter. How^ 
ever it be, undoubtedly a peaceful Divorce is' 
a lefs Evil, and lefs in Scandal, than a hate- 
ful hard-hearted' and deftruftive Cdntinuatice 4 * 
of Marriage, in the Judgment of Mofes, and' 
of Chrift, .that juftifies him in chufingthe lefs 
Evil; which if' it were an honeft and civil 
Prudence in the Law, what is there in the 4 
Gofpel, forbidding fuch a kind of legal Wif- 
dom, tho' wefhould admit the common Ex- 
pofitorrf # 
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Upon the Words; Whojbever Jhall put 
way his Wtfe> except it be fer Formcation* 
and Jh all marry another, committeth Adultery y 
Origen obferves, that Chrift nam'd Adultery, 
rather as one Example of other like Cafes, 
than as one only Exception, which is frequent 
not only in human, but divine Laws: And 
from the Maxims of the Civil Law, he (hews* 
that even in (harped penal Laws, the fame 
Reafon hath the fame Right $ and adds, thai 
Marriage was not ordain'd only for CopulatL 
on, but for mutual Help and Comfort of 
Life. 

And it is a dated Rule, that Exceptions 
which arife from natural Equity, are included 
under general Terms; and tho' our Saviour 
makes Mention only of Formication, as a juft 
Caufe of Divorce, from whence the. Canonifts 
hold, that nothing but aftual Fornication, 
prov'd by Witnefles, can warrant a Divorce j 
yet the Chriftian Emperors, Theodqfius the Se- 
cond, and Jujtinian, who were famous for 
Wifdom and Piety, decreed, that the Wife . 
might be divorcd, if (he obftinately pcrfifted 
in any thing that gave open Sufpicion of her 
adulterizing; as the wilful haunting of Feafts and 
Entertainments of Men, who were not of her . 
Kindred ; the lying out of her Husband's Houfe, 
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without reafonable Caufe ; the frequenting 
Theatres, againft, her Husband's Confentj the 
endeavouring to prevent or deftroy Concep- 
tion, &c. And St. Jerome fays, where For*, 
nication is fufpe&cd, the Wife may lawfully 
bedivorcd. Not, fays Mr. Milton, that eve- 
ry. Motion of a jealous Mind fliould be re- 
garded, but that we fliould not be tied down 
to ftrift legal Proof in this Matter 5 for the 
JLaw is not able to judge of thefe Things, but 
by the Rule of Equity. 

He. (hews alfo, out of Grotius, that For- 
nication is taken in Scripture for fuch a conti- 
nual headftrong Behaviour, as exprefles a plain 
Contempt of the Husband j which he proves 
frpm Judges xix. 2. where the Lcvite's Wife is 
faid\to have plaid the Whore againft him; 
winch JofephuS) and the Septuagtnt, with the- 
Chaldee, interpret only of Stubbornnefs and 
Rebellion. againft her Husbands and, fay the 
Rabbies, had it been Whoredom, a Jew and 
a Levitt would have difdain'd to fetch her a* 
gain 5 to which Mr. Milton adds, that had it 
been Whoredom, (he would have chofen any 
other Place to run to than her Father's Houfc, 
it being fo infamous for a Hebrew Woman to 
play the Harlot, and fo opprobrious to her Pa- 
rents $ and obferves from this and other Places 
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of ScripKttte, that there is hatffly a Ttift tittt 
Mmft be Head with Limifetforis : and Dlftiri&i- 
ens, to be rightly underftood ; that Chrift*d©. 
.livers no full Comments, or' continued Di& 
courfes, bat fcatters the heavenly Grain of His 
Bo&rine here and there> which requires a 
skilful and laborious Gatherer, \dio muft ? cbmi 
pare the Words he finds with other' Precepts* 
with the End of every Ordinance, arid \Hth 
th<! general Analogy of Eyatigclick Do&finc* 
otherwife many particular Sayings will feeai 
ftrarige and repugnant, and the Church niuft 
Offend in granting a Divorce for Frigidity! 
which is not- excepted with Adultery. Htt 
obferves farther, that St. Taul himfclf enlarged 
the Conftru&ioh of thefe Texts, by adding a 
Cafe wherein a Perfon deferted, which ii 
fotaething lefs than divore'd, may marry agaifr? 
and that St. Taul plainly leaves a further Li* 
berty, for Chriftian Prudence to determine ift 
Gafes of like Importance, when he fays that 
a Brother or Sifter is not under Bondage in 
fkch Cafes; 

And he obferves, that the- Parliament,' and 
all the Clergy of England* allowed of King 
Henry 1 ■ VIII. his being divore'd from Ame'di 
Gkve, upon the account of the Diflike arid 
Antipathy the King entertain'd to herPerfdrt 

and 
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and Convention, after he had been married 
to her half a Year: And concludes with ad- 
vifing„ thofe, who, notwithftanding what he 
• hadoffer'd dn this Head, will ftill ftick to the, 
Letter, that they fllould go and learn what 
thefe Words of our Saviour mean, I will 
have Mercy, and not Sacrifice. 

That great and* good Emperor Jujliniani 
as Mr. Milton obferves, among the reft of 
his Confticutions, enaded one in relation to ^ 
Divorces, which comes up to what Mr. Mil- 
ton would have introduced into our Laws. In 
this Conftitutiqn he recommends Marriage as 
a Venerable' Inftitution, in refpeft of the Pro- 
creation of Children, without which, fays he, 
all Countries and Cities muft at length be de- * 
populated* and become defolatej all Com- 
monwealths muft come to nothing. There* 
fore he wtfhes it were always fo fortunate that 
k need never bediflTolv'dj but forafmiich, fays 
he, as among fuch Multitudes of People it's 
impoflible but that fometimes vehement and 
irreconcilable Differences muft arife: He 
therefore thinks fit to allow a Remedy for this 
Diftempcr, especially in fbch a Cafe where the 
Hatred betwixt Man and Wife are fo great 
that there is no Means to be found for a Re- 
conciliation. And he obferves, that the an- 1 

L ^ dent 
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ticnt Laws permitted fuch to be divore'd, pro- 
vided it were dont by Confent of both Par- 
ties. He goes on, and recites, that afterwards 
that moft facred Prince his Father, (who • 
in Piety and Wifdom excell'd all Princes that 
ever reign'd) out of his own benign arid con- 
ftant Temper add Inclination, and a Senfe 
of the miserable, and pufillanimous Condi- 
tion of others, made a Law that forbad Mar- 
riages to be diflblv'd, though by Confent, 
which he wifti'd heartily might remain in its 
full Force and Vigour : But many, he 
fays, had addrefs'd themfelves to him, and 
fignify'd the gfeat Hatred and Averfion they 
had to the matrimonial Bands wherewith 
they were mutually incumbred, and (which 
is worfe, and ought ferioufly to be lamented ) 
great Bickerings, Quarrels and Strifes had al- 
ready arifen, as both Parties complained, in 
way df Accufation $ and therefore defied 
their Marriages might be nuli'd although they 
could not alledge any Caufes or Reafons al- 
lowable in Law for fo doing. He tells us^ 
he had fometimtfs lovingly admonifh'd, and 
ibmctimes threatned them, endeavouring to 
compofe thefe Differences, apd end thefe Di- 
ftra&ions in an amicable Way, not fuddenly 
condefcending to what they defied : But he 

gain'd 
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gtlrfd nothing thereby, it being a Thing ex- 
ceeding difficult to reconcile fuch as have con- 
ceived an inveterate Hatred \ that the Breaches 
grew ftili wider, and fome proceeded from 
Quarrels to CorifpiraeifS*, and at length it came 
to Poyfonings and other mifchievous Devices 5 
fo that fometimes it happeh'd that Children, 
which ought to be Pledges of mutual Love, 
could not reduce them to any good Under- 
(landing. 

For is touch therefore, fays he, as thefc 
Things are not at all convenient for the 
Times wherein I reign, I betake my felf to 
this prefent Conftitution, whereby he de- 
crees and ordains, That it be lawful* as for- 
merly it was* 'to dijfolve Marriages by Con- 
fenty and repeals what his Father had ordain'd t 
For, fays he, if mutual Affe&ion caufethMa- / 
trimony , .with good Reafon the contrary 
Inclination, by mutual Confent, ftiould dif- 
folve it ; provided this be dedar'd by Bills 
of Divorce, Inot by Trocefs in a Court if 
' Juftice'] fent for the fame Purpofe. 

The Cafe of Sir George downing and 
. Mrs* Forrejler was not much unlike that put * 
by Mr* Milton. In both an Unfuitablenefs 
and Difagreeabienefs of Temper is urg'd is 
the principal Motive for obtaining a Divorce ; 

L 2 that 
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that which dfflingiriflies 'them is thfe : Mr. 
Milton Yuppofe *thc married Pair +6 have co- 
habited fome Time before thts Antipathy and 
Averfion is drfcover'd : In Sir -George's Cafe 
the Averfion of both Parries feemfctdbfc fach> 
that they never could condefcend to cohabit 
together at all : Bm t^e Management of the 
Argument by Srr "Getirgfi Counfci being 
fottaething new, and different from Mr. Mil- 
ton, or any that I can find ever went bfefotfe 
theto, I ihall htre prcferit the Reader With 
that Cafe, and the Sabftancfc of what his 
Cdtmfel infiftcd oh co indface the Loris to 
^rant a Divorce. 

* i. G. D. without the Knowledge ttnd 
*? Cdmerit. of His Father, (-then alive, bde 
" accounted 'riot of found Judgment*) wis 
"at the Age of fifteen, by the Piocafe- 
" naent and Pcrfuafibn of thbfe in whofe 
«' "keeping he was, marry 'd, according to trie 
" Chutch Form, tb M. F. of the Age of 
« thirteen. 

" 2. This young Couple -was but to Bed 
" in the day- time, according to <3uftom, 'iiid 
" continued there a little while, but En the 
** 'Prefence of the Company, who all tefti- 
" fy they totich'd not one the others and- af- 
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u ter thv they capsw together 00 more ; the 
'< : yQUng Gentlemqp . going" immediately 
" broad^ the young Woman continuing with 
« her Parents. • 

" j. (r. Z>. after three or fout Years 
" Travel return'd home to England, and be- 
€l ing foUciteql to liys with his lawful Wife, 
ct yefus'd it, and frecmently publicity dc- 
" clar'd he never yould ^wiple^t the M*r- 
".riag$. 

" 4. Fourteen Years having pafs'd fihee the 
" Manage Ccijeiuo\ny perfopiyi'd, and 
" eachJParty having (p js natural to think} 
" cqntr^ed ippur^ble Av&cfion each to 
" the qther , is very defirpu^ \o be fet at Li* 
" berty/5 and accordingly Application is rp?dc 
« to the Leg\fljU:ivc Pawej, rp ^iflolyc this 
« Mar^age, jtnd to give e^qh Party L^vc, 
" if they tlxinjc fit, to marry sifevpljiere. 

The Reafpns againft ?re, 
« F/r^j T^t each J?a«y poxjfeppug 
« to $he frdam^gf,, jutf y# pjd cjjqugh tp 
" g^f (W* Qw^nt ^epp^jsg tp the kno^a 
« of . J&ipgdoqcj, the M^le b^ 
'Vftteen Tfcai$ old, £^ij»lp thjfteefl, 
« whereas the Yeatf pf ^Ofl^t ^e,byL^ 
fourteen and twelve. 
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€C 2^. They were a&ually married accord- 
° ing to the Form prefcribed by the Church 

* of England, the Minifter pronouncing thofe 
" folemn Words us'd by our Saviour, Thofe 
<* whom God hath joined let no Man put 
" a/under $ they are therefore Man and Wife 

both by the Laws of God and of thp 
" Land 5 and fince nothing but Adultery can 
49 diffolve a Marriage, and no Adultery is 
" pretended here, the Marriage continues in- 

* diffolublc. 

To thefe Reafons the Counfel for Sir 
George and the Lady anfwcr ? d, <c They grant- 
€t ed, that by the general Opinion of the 
u Fathers of the Latin Church, and of the 
€t Schoolmen and Commentators, a Marriage 
" was indiflbluble unlefs in the Cafe of A- 
4t dultery; and pven in that Cafe they ob- 
" fcrv ? d the innocent Party was deny'd the 
" Liberty of marrying again, altho* legally 

* divore'd, which Prohibition render'd fuch a 

II Divorce of very little Value. This, they 
faid, they mentioned to (hew how far the 
Reverence of Authorities and great Names 
might carry Men, who tamejy fubmitted 
to their Determinations, and did not make 
life of their own Rcafon, 
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• And they faid, " That the Ye^rs of Con- 
" fent were not fix'd to fourteen, or twelve, 
" either by Nature, Reafon, or the Law of 
" God, but only by the pofitive Laws of the 
" Land, which might be chang'd to Morrow 5 
" and that it feem'd unreasonable to give 
" Children a Power of difpofing of their 
" : Perfons at an Age when they were not fuf- 
" fer'd to difpofe of five Shillings without 
" Dire&ion and Advice : Btit admitting that 
" the Time fix'd by Law was jreafonable and 
" fitting for ninety nine People in a hundred, 
" yet if the hundredth Perfon was aggrieved 
" to Death, or worfe than Death by fuch a 
<c Law, where was the Hindrance, where 
" the Mifchief of declaring -the hundredth 
" Perfon not to be bound by that Law ? 
" That human Laws could never provide 
" for every Exigence. No Forefight was 
" fufficient for all Accidents ; and there- 
" fore Power was Jodg'd in every Govern- 
" meqt to cure the Evils it could not fore- 
u fee. To that Power therefore they had Re 
courfe , and pray'd Relief againft a Law 
" which, however jutt ahd fitting it migfyt 
" be thought in it felf ? and beneficial to others, 
y bound thefe Parties to nothhjg but Mifery, 
' " jyi4 truJy kill'd apcording^ to the L^tt^- 

w i 4 
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They were at Age indeed, according to 
** Law, but wanted that Maturity which the 
" Law fuppofes and requires in People of 
i€ twelve and fourteen, when it rtiakes them 
" capable of marrying at thofe Years. They 
u confented, ' Vis true, with their Tongues^ 
fC and pronoune'dthe folcmn Words, whereby 
" they mutually delivered up thcmfclves to 
" each other. They did as they were bid to 
u do, and faid what their Parents and the 

* Prieft commanded them to fay,- and would 
have given away their Fortunes, and their 

* Liberties and every Thing they had, had 
1' they been bid to do fo. That they came 
" together to contraft and confent to Marriage 
" ( as they protefted ) without fo much as the 

Dcfirc or Appetite of being married, with- 
H out fo much as knowing what it was they 

* were to ContraQ: $ for they confented to 
u give the Ufc and Dominion of their Bo- 
€f dies to each other for Life, without fo mucti 
* € as an Ability of making good their Pro- 
« mifes and Engagements. 

They admitted, that the folemn Promife 
was prqpounc'd in folcmn Manner by the 
Prieft, and the Children faid after him as 
they were bid, and then the Knot was ty'd, 
that nothing can loofe but Death : But was 
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there any Thing fo like a Charm as this ? 
There was not any Contraft in the World 
bcfides but might be diflblVd by the free Con- 
fent of the Parties, if without Prejudice to a 
third 5 and tho* it were conflhn'd by the moft 
folemn Oaths, this will not alter the Cafe % 
for the Oath muft follow the Nature of the 
Promife, and when the Promife is released 
the Oath is fo alfa • 

Biit the Popifh Gafuifts fay Marriage is a 
great Sacrament , and therefore indiffbluble- 
The Prftteftant Divines fay it is no Sacra- 
njcnt, but an Ordinance of God inftituted in 
Paradife, and fignifies the myftical Union be- 
tween Chrift and his Church. And the Pro- 
mife is made with all pofliblc Solemnity in 
the Prefence of God ; in the Church before 
the Prieft and all the Company, and con- 
firm'd with the Words of Chrift ; and a Pro- 
mife made in Co folemn a Manner can never 
be rctrafted or diflblv'd. 

To which they anfwerM, that a Man would 
indeed be more afltam'd to break a Promife 
made at Church, and before a great Com- 
pany, than a Promife made to a Friend a~ 
lone at his own Houfe 3 but he was too lefs 
obliged in Conference to keep his private 
Promife than his jmblick Pcotmfe^ "tet. 
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Obligation did not arife from the Solemnity 
of 'Words, and Place, and Company, but 
from the free and voluntary Promife which a 
Man makes, and. the Right he thereby gives 
to another. And if Cuius and Catd (two 
Heathens) had given their Contents to be 
Man aftd Wife in their Father's Parlour, they 
were thereby as truly Man and Wife, and 
the Marriage as ' innocent, and as much the 
Ordinance of God, as if the Marriage had 
been folemniz'd at St Tauh, according to the 
Common Prayer by the Archbifliop himfclf, 
repeating thofe facred Words of Chrift> Wbom 
God has joiridy let no JMan put a/under. 

It was neceflary that Cuius and Caia fliOuld 
exprefs their Cqnfent by Words and Signs 
appointed by the Laws of their Country, and 
fo muft a Jewifh Pair, and fo likewife Chrif- 
iians; but this was common to them all, 
that both Parties muftr be of Age and at Li- 
berty to confent and adually confetit to give 
to each other the Ufe and Dominion of each 
other s Body exclufively to all the World bo- 
lides, as long as they both live. This is that 
which makes the Marriage Contraft valid 
and obliging, all beyond is Matter of Cere- 
mony, Decency and Prudence, and order'd by 
the LegiQative Powjpr of every Nation as thpjr 



Of Divorce. ijj 

fee fit j and thefe are binding as to the Dow- 
ries of the Wives', the Legitimation of Chil- 
dren and their inheriting Eftates and Honours) 
but nothing is of the Ejjence of Matrimony 
but a free mutital Confent of both Tarties^ 
being of Age and Ability to contract. 

They farther urg'd/that this Marriage could 
Hot be a valid Marriage, not only. becaufe the 
Parties were not of Age to underftand what 
they did, bat becaufe, after fo many Years, 
it had never been confummated. • That the 
Love and Defire which Men and Women 
had for each othcr r was implanted in the 
Hearts of all by God who made them ; and 
was therefore as innocent an Appetite as 
any other % and it had, as every other Appe- 
tite, its proper Satisfaction provided for it by 
the good Creator; and when it fixes on its 
proper Objeft, is fatisfy'd as innocently as the 
Defire of Meat, and Drink, and Sleep can be. 
That Marriage was fixing this Defire upon 
the proper Objeft $ and that this Defire ^as 
never to be fatisfy'd with Innocence, but in . 
the Marriage Bed. The End . of Marriage 
was the Satisfa&ion' of this Appetite. This 
was the End of making them Male and Fcr 
male, and this the only Way of their becom- 
ing one Fiefli: And therefore until tb&^A, 
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was anfwcr'd, where- it could b$ anfotfrf, 
Marriage was not perfeft wd c^xuple^r. Thefo 
Panics were never yet one Fleft, and £q never' 
conjoint by God, in the true Meaning of 
thefc Words, WhemQfkd butk jomd, jet m 
Man put afnnderi and therefore might as yet 
be put ' afunder by Men. 

In Cafes of Impotence, tk& Mawfcgg w*s 9fir 
counted null from the Beginning, jjlthe' the 
Parties were of full Age, giw a free Qgnfafr, 
and were married with all Form^ti^, hrasaufc , 
they could not become me Fkjh 9 tod wtoff 
there is an utter Averfioq tp the ConfyiqtiiAt*- 
on of Marriage, in 'both Parties^ finely $h#rc 
is as good a Reafcn for a Divorce, as wjbep 
there is an Inability in one Party, whwh>neY$r 
fails of. procuring it. A* to the Qhjtf&ipn, 
ihai Jefeph and the bkffed Virgin w^cattVi 
in -holy Scripture Man and Wife, aljhp' $h*y 
never came together till the holy QiiJd wis 
born, and, as Tradition fays, never after j it is 
to be obferv'd, that the fame Scriptures which * 
call Jofeph the Husband ©f f he biffed Virgiij, 
do alfo caH Jofeph' the Father of her 89 a ; 
But this Marriage was . to &ve Appc^ranqe^. fp 
cover both the Mothcjc *&4 the §pn ftppi the 
Repsoachesidf ignorant BialiciowPepple. J?- 
fepb was- the fuppos'd Husband ef jhi fcleflfai 

Virgin, 
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Virgin, and the fupp&'d Father of herbletfcd 
Sob, and wider Cover of that Rektten was 
to take upon him the Care and ProteStkm of 
threta both 5 but will any Man infer from hence, 
that this was a compteat Marriage, according 
to {Sod's >6rigiftai Inftittftion ? Or can this be 
drawn into Example > Jtfvph and Mary are fatd 
to beifttaftrted, altfeo'thty mva4'v& compter 
that Marriage, no* ever ifttift compteat it : 
Will this prove tint a MaWiagfc Ooattaa fc a 
compleat Marriage, between any other Mttl 
and Wdman, atcho' rhey^prbeeed 00 further? 
Ttoe finds <rf this particular Marriage were 
folly anfwcr'd by. a Marriage 'Comtek, b« 
the Ends of Marriage ift general, a»s it is God's 
Ordinance, fcri&htfr are nor can 'be fatisfy'd by 
faoh a Contiadt only. 

But it is further bbjc&ed, ^hat a Woman 
betrotjh'ii or dfpous'd to a Man was to* be 
don'd to 'Death, by *he Law *>f. Mofis> as^ar* * 
Adulnrefs* if (he admitted another to her Bed j 
which (hews, that *hc Aridity of Marriage 
iproceeds ftom ^hcrndtuaiCcmfeift -of thefar- 
ttes. 

IFb i^hitfh it is4«fwer'd, that true it is the 
M^Pfmge CoficraA does<girc a Man a Right 
to &rtty ithing -coKtfa&ed tfor > -it gives the 
Husband a -Rights his Wife's Ferfon, her 

Fortune* 
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Fortune, and even her Reputation, which thl 
Man has a Right to vindicate y for (he is really 
his, and he is hers: He is as much married to 
her the firft Morning, to all Intents and Pur- 
pofes which human Laws can take Cognizance 
of, as he is a Week after; and if (he give a* 
way her felf to another before her Husband 
has touch'd her, fhe is certainly an Adultrefsi 
(he has given away what was his, and broken 
her Faith and Contract, and is punifhable by 
the Laws. 

But what is it the Parties contraft for? Is it 
not to give each other the Ufe and Dominion 
of their Bodies? Without this the End of 
Marriage is not anfwer'd, and confequently 
till then the Marriage is not compleat. 

And wherea$ it was further obje&ed, that 
the Church allows old People to: marry, and 
accounts their Marriages good, altho* tfrcre is 
no Hope or Likelihood of Children, and 
therefore Marriage may be compleat by Con- 
trad only, without Confummation. , It is an- 
fwer'd, that the Church neither does or can 
determine when People are too old to marry, 
• but leaves every one to their own Difcrctiop. 
Nor does it follow, that becaufe a Marriage 
is compleat which is not confummated, be- 
caufe it cannot by reafon of old Age, that 
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therefore a Marriage which may be confum- 
mated every Day, and yet is nor, is a corn- 
pleat Marriage > 

Befides, there are three Ends of Marriage 
mentioned in the Liturgy; the firft, is the 
Procreation of Children ; the fecond, a Re- 
medy againft Sin; and the third, mutuaj So- 
ciety, Help and Comfort. If the firft of thefe 
cannot be anfwer'd, the fecond may, andfo 
may the third, where the other two Cannot > 
and this is fufficient, where Nature has ren- 
der'd the other impra&icable. But it can never 
be accounted a cpmpleat Marriage, if either 
of the Parties rcfufe to confummate ir, where 
there is an Ability of Performance. 

As to thofc PalTages of Scripture, which al- 
low a Man to put away his Wife for no Caufe 
but Adultery, they refer plainly to fuch Mar- 
riages as have been compleated and confum- 
mated ; and therefore can be no manner of 
Objection againft a Bill of Divorce in this • 
Cafe, • . 

Notwithftanding thefe Arguments were ma- 
nag'd by the Council for the Divorce, with all 
the Dexterity and Addrefs imaginable, their 
Lordfliips thought fit to fling out the Bill ; 
tho' if I am rightly informed, it was rejt#ed 
by a very fmalV Majority j fome fay there was 
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but one catting Voice, which turn'd the Scale* 
and that had not my Lords die Bifliops be- 
ftir'd themfelves, it had infallibly pafs'd 5 either 
they were apprehcnfive, that if a Precedent of 
this Nature was made, it muft leflea their 
Influence, and be prejudicial to their Jurifdic- 
tion,. to whofc Courts Caufes of this -Nature 
bad hitherto ufually been referred $ • or they 
were really afraid, as they gave out, that it 
might fend to 9 Diffolution of all the Mar- 
riages that were ever made 3 foe if when Peo- 
ple out of a Dcfire of Change, Hopes of bet- 
Dcring their Fortunes, or upon fnch like Mo- 
tives, might be <kice permitted to part, there 
would be no End of applying to the Legifla.- 
turei half the married Couples in England 
would probably pretend themfelves to be ag- 
griev'd in like Manner, and pray a Divorce j 
which muft create the utmoft Ccmfufion in Fa- 
milies. • 

But if there was a Power lodg'd in fome 
Hands, to give Relief in Cafes where it is 
apparent the Parties can have no tolera- 
ble Satisfaction in the Society of one an- 
other, (which is one of the principal Ends 
of Marriage, ) where, inftead of being a 
mutual Help and Comfort to one another, 
they are a perpetual Plague and Vexation, in- 

fomuch 
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fomiich that the Parties are often driven to 
Defpair, Or to confpire againft one another's 
Lives, where wou'd be the Immorally of fuch 
an Indulgence ? And if no Court can or will 
take Cognizance, or give Relief 'in fuch Cafes, 
there will poflibly be found but few, very few 
Perfohs, Who will not attempt to relieve therti- 
felves : Nature will tcbel againft Principle; as 
has been obferv'd j and perhaps fome will think 
they may retain their Principles, and yet re- 
lieve themfelves too ; for Where there is a Ne- 
ceffity in the Cafe, where the Calls of Ni- 
tute are frrefiftibfe, it will not be thought a 
Crime of the wo'rft Complexion to obey, if it 
be any Crime aft ail ; and where it is evident 
the Thing will be done without Author ity* 
if Governors refufc to intermeddle, and that • 
People will judge for themfelvesi where there 
is ik? Body to judge for tlxem> were it not as 
well if their Governors would refume the 
Confidcration of fuch Matters, and regulate 
what it is not in their Power tb prevent? 

And It is held by fome to .be a great Ab- 
furdity to forbid People to marry who aire di- 
vorced, eVen for Adultery : Do they, fay thefc 
Gentlemen, really acknowledge that the Calls 
of Nature in fome ate irreflftible, and that if 
People fe fcpatated are not petmtas&xs* 
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they .will certainly do worfc, and yet do they 
infift upon the Prohibition? .What is this but 
to drive Men to Defpair, or to compel them 
to be wicked ? 

But Mr. Milton goes further, and imagines 
that the Church have ufurpfd a Jurifdi&ion in 
thefe Cafes that does not belong to them; 
for apiong the Jews, fays he, to whom our 
Saviour fpoke, the Parties themfelves were 
Judges of the Occafion and Reafonablenefs 
of Divorce 5 they only wrote a Bill of Di- 
vorce, which was to be attefted by fome Rab- 
bies, or Witnefles of Note, to prevent all Dif- 
putes in a Matter of that Confequence. Nor, 
fays he, is it poffible any Court can judge of 
the Secrets between Man and Wife. 

But leaving thefe difputable Points, I (hall 
proceed to confider the Reafonablenefs of 
prohibiting Marriage within certain Degrees 
of Kindred. 
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'HE S E Degrees are fpecfty'd in the 
25 *8. r^. 22. and in the 
it, Hen. 8. vap.7. and are as fil- 
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1^4 Degrees of Kindred 



Of the Man's Tart. 



Degrees of Confan- 
guinity. 

A Man may not marry 
his 

1. Mother. 

2. Father's Sifter. 
3 . Mother's Sifter. 
4« Sifter. 

5- Daughter. 
6. Son's Daughter, or 
c Daughter's Daugh- 
ter. 



Degrees of Affinity.^ 



A Man may not marry 
his 

1. Father's Wife. 

2. Uncle's Wife. 

3. Father's Wife's 
Daughter. " 

4. Brother's Wife. 

5. Wife's Sifter. 

6. Son's \yife, or 
Wife's Daughter. 

7. Daughter of his 
Wife's Son orDaugh- 
ter. 



Of the Woman's Tart. 



A Woman may not 
marry her 

1. Father. 

2. Father's Brother. 

3. Mother's Brother. 

4. Brother. 

5. Son. 

6. Son of her Son or 
Daughter. 



A Woman may not 
marry her 

1. Mother's Husband. 

2. Aunt's Husband. 

3. Sifter's Husband. 

4. Husband's Brother." 

5. Daughter'sHuSband.' 

6. Son of her Son or 
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And it is held, that where a Wotnan is 
carnally known, out of Matrimony, thefe 
Prohibitions fliall extend to all allied in any 
Degree to both Parties. . 

Thefe Afts were repeal'd by the I & 2 T. 
&M. cap. 8. but according to the Lord Chief 
Juftice Vdughan, they were again reviv'd by 
the i Eliz. cap. i. and it is fo holden in the 
Cafe of Harrifon and Burwell, 2 Ventr. 11. 

And it is obferv'd, that Marriages ki the a- 
fcending and defcending Line, /. e. of Chil- 
dren with their Father, Grandfather, Mother, 
Grandmother, and fo. up wards, are prohibited 
without Limit, becaufe they' are the Caufe 
(immediate, or mediate^) of their Being 5 and 
it is dire&ly repugnant to the Order of Na- 
ture, which hath aflign'd feverai Duties and 
Offices eflentiai to each, that would thereby 
be inverted and overthrown. A Parent can- 
not obey a Child, and therefore it is unnatu- 
ral that a Parent fliould be Wife to & Child. 
A Parent, as a Parent, has a natural Right to 
command and corred a Child ; and that a 
Child, as Husband, fliould command and 
correft the fame Parent, is unnatural. 

And according to \$\Q\o$ Jewel, (from Pa- 
rity of Reafon) altho' I be not forbidden to 
marry my ^Wife's Sifter, yet I am fotbiddccvfe 
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to do, by other Words, which by Expofition 
are plain enough 5 for when God commands 
me, I (hall not marry my Brother's Wife, it 
follows that he forbids me to marry my 
Wife's Sifter 3 for between one Man and two ' 
Sifters, and one Woman and two Brothers, 
is like Analogy and Proportion. 

And when this Point, of marrying the 
Wife's Sifter, came under Confideration in 
the King's Bench, Mich. 2$ Car. 2. Hillverf. 
Good, it was indeed alledg'd, that the Precept, 
prima facie-, feem'd to be only againft having 
two Sifters at the fame Time 5 and therefore a 
Prohibition was granted to the Spiritual 
Court i yet in Trin. 26 Car. 2. after hearing 
the Civilians, they granted a Confutation. 
Vaugh. 102. Keb.\66. 

And in the Cafe of Worthy and Wat- . 
kinfon, upon the like Parity of Reafoo, 
where one had married the Daughter of 
the Sifter of his former Wife, which is in the 
fame Degree of Proximity as the Nephew s 
marrying his Fathers Brothers Wife, a Cwh 
fultation was granted, 2 Lev, * *h| 

But where one raarrio* n< fni 

great Uncle, this is d 
the Levitkal Degi. 
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a Vcntr. 9. And it is further declar'd there, 
that were it not for the Statute of 28 Hen. 8. 
cap. 7. we fliould be under no Obligation to 
obferve the Levitical Degrees in this King- 
dom. 

And it is refolv'd, that the temporal Courts 
are, by the faid Ad, now become the proper 
Judges what Marriages are within or without 
the Levitical Degrees; and are to prohibit the 
fpiritual Courts, if they impeach any Perfons 
for Marriages without thefe Degrees. 

The marrying within thefe Degrees of Blood 
or Affinity, has been generally efteem'd crimi- 
nal among all civiliz'd Nations; but upon dif- 
ferent Grounds: Some will have it that all 
Perfons who are not corrupted by ill Educa- 
tion, or wicked Habits, do find in themfelves 
a Repugnancy, and Aver Hon to fuch Matches 5 
which they look upon as a plain Argument 
. that thofe Things are prohibited by the Law 

of Nature- To which it is anfwer'd by o- 

thers, that this Abhorrence does not arife fo 
much from any innate Principle, as from long 
Ufe aud Cuftom, whicti often counterfeits 
Nature 

In ordc* ro fettle this Matter, Mr. Tuffen- 

in the firft Place, how 
tho' the Propagation of 
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fo noble a Creature as Man, be in It felf a 
Work of Honour and Credit, yet amongft alt 
civiliz'd Nations, as 'well the Inftruments as 
A£ts of this good Service, fhould be guarded 
with fo tender a Senfe of Modefty, as nothing 
but a Face hardned by habitual Wickedncfs 
can conquer or fupppefs. The immediate In- 
ftruments of this Wbrk of Nature lie under 
no .Scandal of Deformity, and ferve to a great 
and worthy Defign, and have been dpify'd by 
fome Nations j the A& it felf, as it is agree- 
able to Nature, fo is it of abfolute Neeeflity, 
and every Way proper for the producing of fo 
brave and generous an EfFe&, therefore why 
fhould the Excrcife of it before others create 
n^ore Shame in a Man than eating and drink- 
ing, fince the human Species can no more be 
preferv'd without one than the. other I Some 
have Recourfe to the holy Scripture, to clear 
up this Matter, and obferve, that natural Shame 
is recorded to have been the immediate Con- 
fequence of the Fall. But why, fays he, fliould 
the Paffion of Shame fix on thefe Parts for its 
peculiar Refidencc, when our* Hands and 
Tongues are as readily difpos'd to aid our Luft 
and diforderly Defires, and efpecially fince the 
primitive Tranfgreffion came by the AQt of 
gating ? It might have been expected that this, 
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Opinion of Impurity (hould rattier have been 
fixed upon the Mouth, as its original and pro- 
per Scat. 

It muft be granted, that every Thing which 
caufeth Shame, is not a Sin, pr forbidden by 
the Di&ates. of natural Laws as Poverty, 
mean Cloaths, innocent Mjftakes, Deformity, 
and the like ; which often puts us ro the Blufh, 
though we can lay no moral Turpitude to 
their Charge : But the Reafon why we would 
avoid thefe Things, is obferved to be, becaufe 
they are Tokens of fome Infirmity or Imper- 
fection. 

He adds, that he who lays open to publkk 
View thofe Parts which the Cuftom of the 
Nation bids him conceal, is held to be an Of- 
fender againft natural Honefty and Decorum 5 
though' he might take the fame Liberty in a 
Country where Men go naked, without the • 
Imputation of Obfcenity or Sin. And a 
Teacher of Anatomy may innocently expofe 
Things to our View, which it would not be de- 
cent for him to name, if he were not engaged 
in his proper Buftnefs. And even in thofe 
Nations where the appearing naked is prohi* 
bited, the fecret Parts ihay fometimes be* 
clofed without Sin 5 as where we coavz under • 
f^Care pf Phyfitians, or Surgeons, or Chik 
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drcn arc in the fw^dling Qoaths, befaufe in 
thcfc Cafes the Difcovery is made without any 
lafcivious Defign$ irom whence it appears, 
that the uncovering the fecret Parts is not in 
it felf foul or indecent, but is only rendered 
fp by the Circumftances * which Circumftan- 
ces are taken either from the Luft of others* 
or from their Hpnour or Worth, or from our 
own Reputation, which we are obliged to pre- 
fcrve. ' " 

Many Things are tranfa&ed with Decency 
and Convenience in , private, which if per- 
formed publickly, would* be reproached as Ufc 
famous ; though we dunk it no Difhonour to 
1st the Company know on what Account W* 
retire * and many Aftions pafs uncenfitfcd io 
Men, which would look intolerably impudent 
in the other Sex. 

IfutMr. Tuffimdorf feertts to aifign Rxide, 
as one of the principal Qccafions of this §ort 
of Shame ; for Man, fays he, is a proud Crea- , 
ture, fondly defirous of Honour, and abhpjs 
any Thing that fecms to leffen hiua- Now, 
fays he, * through thefe Outlets of the Body, 
Nature cafts off, the ufciefs Relicks of what 
we eat or drink, and thefe Relicks we have a 
• great Averfion to $ not only upon Account of 
their Uncaraelinefs, but inafrauch anhey feem 
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to upbraid us with bur mean Condition ; whilft 
the greateft Delicacies of Taft, by being once 
received within us, are fo vilely changed and * 
corrupted. Hence, fays he, our lofty Ima- 
gination engageth us to be very induftridus, ia 
concealing fo manifeft Tokens of our Infirt 
mity. 

Tully obferves, that Nature: feemstohave 
had a moft kind Regard to the Dignity of 0111 
Body, by cxpofing only thefe Parts to Soghtj 
which appear beautiful, comely, and agree- 
able s and by covering and concealing thofe 
.which would be foul and afifenfive, - if. laid 
open to View, and ferve us only for the mire 
Nccefluiesof our Being. This exquifite Dili* 
gence which Nature hath (hewn in the human 
Fabrick, Men have imkatdd ia their mocfaft 
Cuftoms and Manners. 

Mr. Tuffendorf adds, th#.fmcf our AffeC? 
tions are depraved and corrupted by the Fall, 
our irregular Lufts endeavour violently to make 
a Sally through thofe Paflages ;- and fince tfrp ; 
due Reftraints and legal Methqds of Prog^ 
tion, ace thievery Hinges on which human ftfc 
tore and Society feena to turn * Nature* to pre- 
ferve her p wn Dignity, and to cut off as much 
as poflible all Occafion of loofc Defires* ha$ 
invented this Paflion of Shame 3 engaging 
' i- ^' • Men 
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Men carefully to coyer and guard thofe weak 
Places, left lying continually open, they 
fliould tempt and invite the Enemy % and re- 
ftraining the Purfuit of unlawful Pleafures, 
confines the Exercife of thofe which are law- 
ful, to the Privacy of Darkncfc and Retire- 
jfaent. 

He farther obferves, that our Shame is ever 
increafed to a high Degree, by the Prefence 
Of thofe Perfons, to whom we naturally owe 
a Reverence, or towards whom we ought to 
carry our felves with Gravity and Caution : 
Such as our Parents and our Children ; and he 
who cannot be deterred from daring to offer 
under thefc. awful Reftraints, the open Free- 
dom and Familiarity of the conjugal State, is 
juftly\ adjudged to have an invincible Forehead, 
and to be well prepared for the Commiffion of 
the greateft Villanies. 

This Shame, therefore, he apprehends may 
be afligned as one of the principal Caufes, 
why we efteem Marriages between Kindred in 
adire& Line to be forbidden by the Law of 
Nature ^ efpecially fince there never did, and 
probably jciever will, any Cafe happen, which 
will render thefe Matches neceffary. for the 
Prefervation of human Race. 

The 
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The chaft and pious Regard of the Roman 
Laws in this Point was fuch, that out of 
Reverence to the bare Name of Father, they 
allowed no Man to marry his adopted Daugh- 
ter, though all the Right of Adoption had 
been formally reverfed. 

The Jews did not fo much look upon this 
Pra&ice as contrary to the Law of Nature, as 
to the original Prohibition of God* for they , 
held that from the Beginning of the World, 
fix Kinds of Conjun&ions were divinely for- 
bidden 5 viz. with a Mother, or Mother-in- 
Law, with another Man's Wife, with a Sifter 
by the fame Venter, with a Male, and with 
aBcaft. 

Mr. Tujfendorf proceeds to the other De- 
grees of Confanguinity, and obferves, that 
with Brothers and Sifters there is commonly 
fo remarkable a Modefty, that they are unwil- 
ling to be prefent in a Place where the Endear- 
ments of Love and Courtfliip are carrying on % 
and that Brothers themfelves are ufually averfe 
to talking with, each other on thefe Points of 
Pkafure, though only in Jcft. 

But he fays he cannot affirm, that Mar- 
riages in thefirft Degree are of themfelves re- 
pugnant to the Law of Nature $ becaufe fuch 
Marriages muftneceflarilyhave been made be. 



174 Degrees 0/ Kindred 

tween the firft Children of our firft Parents $ 
and it is not to be fuppofed, that God would 
appoint fuch a Cafe in which the Law of Na- 
ture could not but be violated, when he com- 
manded fuch to encreafe and multiply, and . 
provided no other Way of performing that 
Duty 5 therefore fee looks «ponk, that .the 
Prohibition of thsfe Marriages arofe from 
. &mc pofkive Ordinance 5 t|&c Ground of 
Wihich, he fuppofes, might be either the great 
Modefty xiifcoyewbk between Parties i hus te- 
Jatedj or 2^, That inafmuch as theirCircum- 
ftanccsceagagcshOTi to live together ki a free 
and unobserved Manner, were they allowed 
to unite in a wedded State, too frequent Op- 
|>ormrimes would foe offered of Adultery, and 
other Shameful {Diforders. 

Bifhop Cumberland fays, that thofe promtf- 
iCuous Cqpulations between Brothers and Si- 
Iters, and other near Relations, which upon 
the firft peopling >of the World were lawful 5 
.hecaufedbhen.neceffary for the Propa^tiottibf 
Mankind : Out of a ^Confidciation^df fthat 
great End, the .publick Good, .which every 
t>nc ought principally to have in View, are 
now become unlawful : Since without an Ab- 
horrence of this Copulation between Brothers 
and Sifters, it were hard, if not impoffible, 
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that the Chaftity of fuch young Pcrfons, con- 
verfing fo coftftantly and intimately together 
from their Youth, fliould be otherwife pre: 
ferv'd, without an early Prepofleflion of the 
Horrot of fuch promifcuous Copulations. 
And Jience alfo, fays he, I fiippofe that na- 
tural Reafon taught mod Nations, after Man- 
kind began to be multiply'd upon the Earth, 
and the Memory of their firft original Relation 
they had to each other to be forgotten, to pro- 
hibit Marriage between near Relations, that 
by this means new Friendfliips, and ftri&er 
Bonds of Afnity, fliould be contra&ed be- 
tween Families and. Perfons not nearly relat- 
ed in Blood, from whence a large Diffufion 
of Friendfliip and Kindnefs proceeding from 
this Relation, might be fpread amongft Per- 
fons, not only of the fame Commonwealth, 
but of divers Nations 3 and alfo that thofc 
Fa&ions and Enmities which would often hap- 
pen between particular Men and Families, 
were they only to marry into their own Clan, 
or Tribe, may be prevented ; or if begun, 
may by frefli Alliances be reconciled and taken 
away. 

It is obfervable that Thomas Aquinas con- 
demns Marriages within any of the forbidden 
Degrees, for this Reafon, among that 
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there is fome Danger, left the Friendfhip 4 
Man bears to fuch a Woman fliould be im- 
moderate 5 for, fays he, if the ajnjugal Affec- 
tion be full arid perfeffc betwixt them, a? it 
ought to be, and that it be over and above 
futcharg'd with that of Kindred too, there is 
tto doubt but fiich an Additiort will carry the 
Husband beyond the Bounds of Reafon. 
But, with Aquinas** Leave, there feems as lit- 
tle Reafon to Apprehend that a Man ihould 
have a greater AfFe&idn for a Wife taken out 
of his own Family, than out of a Stranger's, 
as there is to apprehend that a Man ihould be 
too fond of his own Wife. 

I (hall now proceed to give a fhort Ahftraft 
of the Statutes which prohibit forccable and 
clandeftinc Marriages. 




OP 
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Force able and Clandestine 



MARRIAGE S. 

|Y the 3 Hen. 7. cap. 2* it is 
ena&ed, That whoever flialltak* 
away any Maid, Widow* ot 
j Wife, againft her Will $ they, 
their Procurers and Abetters, and whoever 
fliall wittingly receive fuch Woman, fo taken 
againft her Will, knowing the fame, (hall be 
guilty of Felony* 

Upon which Stittlte it has becrt refolved, 
That unlefs fuch Womanhave Goods moveable, 
or Lands, or Tenements in Poflcffion \ ot U 
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Heirefs apparent to her Anceftorj (as is fed* 
ted in the Preamble of this Statute) and unlefs • 
lhe is married, or deflowered by the Offender* 
it is not Felony within the Statute; But it ifr 
held that the Woman, though married to the 
Offender, lhall be admitted to be Evidence a- 
gainft him. It is held alfo, that the Receivers 
of the Woman fo forceably taken, (hall be 
deemed principal Felons 5 but the Receivers 
of the Offenders who forceably took her away, 
are but Acceffories. And by the 39 Eliz* 
tap. 9. the Benefit of the Clergy is taken away 
from the, principal Offenders. • 

By the 4 and 5 of T. and Ml cap. 8 . it is enact- 
ed, That it (ball not be lawful to take or convey 
away any Maid, or Woman Child unmarried, 
being within the Age of fixteen, from the Fa- 
ther, or from any Perfon to whom the Fathef 
hath by his Will, &c. afligned the Cuftody tk 
Education of her * and whoever (hail take a* 
way fuch Woman Child, againft the Will of 
the Father or Mother, or of fuch Perfon who 
ftall have the Guftody or Education of her, 
fuch Perfon fhall fuffcr two Years Imprifon- 
ment, or pay fuch Fine as the Star Chamber 
(now the Court of King's Bench) fhall affefs- 

And if any Perfon fhall takeaway and de- 
flower fuch Woman Child, or againft the Witt 

of 
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of the Father or Mother of ) fuch Woman 
Child, fliall by fecret Letters, Mefiages, or. 
otherwife, contraft Matrimony with fuch Maid 
or Woman Child, the Offender fliall fuffer five 
Years Imprifonment, or be fiped as' aforefaid j 
one Moiety to the Crown, atrd the other tt> the | 
Parties grieved : And if fudh Maid, being j 
above the Age of twelve Years, and under; 
fixteen, fhall confent to fuch Marriage Contraft, 
the next of Kin to whom her Inheritance fliould 
defcend or come to after her Deceafe, fliall 
enjoy the fame during her Life, and afterwards 
it fliall remain to the right Heir. 

By the 7 arid 8 W. and M. cap. 3 5 . a Minifter 
marrying a Couple without Banns or Licenfe, 
forfeits one hundred Pound j the Man himfelf 
ten Pound, and the Clerk or Sexton five Pound* 
And by the 10 Anne cap. 19. if the Minifter 
be a Prifoner, he fliall be committed to the 
County Goal, and ftand charged in Execution 
with the Penalty ; and the Goaler permitting 
fuch Marriage , fliall forfeit one hundred 
Pound* 
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Marriage CONTRACTS. 




HE common Law docs not c- 
fteem a Couple who are be- 
trothed or efpous'd, even by Words 
of prefent Time, to be fo far 



Man and Wife, as to give either Party any In- 
tereft or Property in the other's Lands or 
Goods, or to legitimate their Iffuc, until the 
Marriage be folemniz d according to the Rites 
of the Church of England 5 but where fuch 
Contracts are made in Words of prefent Time, 
as, I do take thee for mj Wtfe, or, / do take 

thee 
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thee for my Husband} there the Parties are. fo 
far Man and Wife, that they cannot marry 
clfcwhere 5 ahd if they d6, their Iffue arc 
Baftards, and they may be compelled to return 
to their former Spoufe, by the Ecclefiafticai 
Laws, rihail firft treat ed mutual Promifcs 
of future Marriage made between Perfons 
who may lawfully marry/ . ■ ... x . 

And here, if only one of the Patfies pro- 
mifc, it is not binding* nor is the filent Party 
prefum'd to confent, unlets in fome Inftances* 
as where the Father or Mother contrad for 
the Child, there, the Child being prefenr, 
and hearing the Contraft* Silence is taken for 
Confent 5 but it is other wife, if any other 
Perfon but the parents anfwer for the Party. 

It is not material in what Form of Wordk 
Marriage Contra&s are made, or- whether by 
Writing, Signs or Tokens, fo as the Confent 
be made apparent $ but there muft be no Vio- 
lence, Threats or Fraud us'd, for if there be f 
the Contraft will be void : Alfo if either Par- 
ty be an Infant under feven Years of Age, of 
Kindred within the Levitical Degrees, or coo. 
traded to another before ; in any of theft 
Cafes Efpoufals, or Contra&s ©f prefent or 
future Marriage, are void : And where the Par- 
ties eofitra&ing are above feven Year§ of Age, 
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and under the Ages of fourteen and twelve, 
there the Man at his Age of fourteen, and 
the Woman at the Age of twelve, may dis- 
agree, and marry clfewherc. Indeed the Mar- 
riages of young Princes, made by the State in 
their Behalf, at any Age are* held good; this 
being look'd upon for the common Benefit 
and Peace of Mankind. 

To proceed ; notwithftanding it is general- 
ly held, that the Words,- 1 will take thee for 
pej Wife* or I will many tbee>rvz only a 
Promifc of future Marriage ; yet great Regard 
is had to the Apprehenfton and Intentions of 
the Parties : Foe as it is the Confent only which 
makes the Marriage, and the Vulgar frequent- 
ly confound the Tenfes, an4 take the future 
for the prefent $ where it plainly appears they 
meant prefent Marriage, it (hall be foefteem- 
ed; and where the Contrad is by way of 
Interrogation, and it is demanded of the Man, 
if he will take the Woman to his Wife ? and 
he anfwers, I will ; and it is demanded of 
the Woman, if Jhe will tflke the Man to her 
Husband? and (he anfwers, / will j by this, 
fays Mr, Swinburn> Marriage, and not Spou* 
fals, are comra&ed. In our .Form of Mar- 
riage the Words are both Ways, I will, and, 
J do i and I don't doubt but all People, when 

^1 
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they come into Church, do apprehend (he 
Words, J willy to fignify a Confent to prc- 
fent Marriage there, whatever they may mean 
put of a Churchy or upon another Occa- 
fion. 

It is not.nejceflfary, in thefe Contra&s of 
future Marriage, that both Parties ufe the fame 
Words, orExp^reflionss but i£ one Party fays, 
l. wiU marry th^ei or a / will contract Matri- 
mony with thee% and the other anfwers, I am 
content r or, I am pleas' d, &c. hereby Spou- 
fals de futuro are contraded ; Or if one Par. 
ty feys,. / promt fe to marry thee, and. if thou 
be content to marry me, then kifs me, or give 
me thy Hand i the other Party kifling, or giv- 
ing the Hand ^accordingly, Spoufais are there- 
by contra&ed. 

Mr. Swinburn fis of Opinion, that where 
there has been a Treaty of Marriage before, 
then by Ac Words, J will marry )hee 9 or, / 
will, -take thee to my Wife* Matrimony is in- 
duced. Alfo where the Parties ufe the Words,, 
from henceforth I will take thee f it is at 
much as if they had faid; I do take thee, and 
«a abfolute Marriage * and even -where the 
Words: are doubtful whether they import- a 
Promife of future Marriage, or prefent Matri- 
pjony, bepaufc a double Con(h\xdic>v^^^ 
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put upon them, there they fhall be taken in 
Favour of Matrimony ; unlcfs it be in Preju- 
dice of a fecond Marriage undoubted, or un- 
le(s the former Contraft was clandeftine, or 
fecret. 

But admitting the Words import no more 
thanaPromife of future Marriage; yet if ttte 
Parties afterwards lie together, . that Contract 
thereby paffes into a real Marriage, in Con- 
fttu&ionof Law. 

Contracts in.Wwis of 
prefent Time. 

ORDS that import prcfcnt Matrk 
giony, Mr. Swinburn obferves, are 
fuch as thefc, viz. 1 take thee t§ 
my Wife ; I hold thee for my Wife 5 Thau 
art my Wife\ I confent unto thee as my Wife* 
I recommend thee for my Wife * but, as has 
been obferv'd before, the Confent muft be 
mutual, the Words muft be'xepeated, or the 
Purport of them agreed to by both Parties, 

or 
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or they are not binding ; and if the Words in 
their own Natuie import no more than Spou- 
fals de futuroy yet if, according to the Dialed: 
and Cuftom of the Place, they infer Matri- 
mony, this being prov'd, the Contraft is of 
that Force, that if either Party fliould after- 
wards foleninizc Matrimony with another, 
fuch fecond Marriage would be invalid, tho* 
confirmed by f Cohabitation, and having of 
Children. And it will not avail either Party 
to fay, as Henry the Eighth did, after he had 
married Anne Cleve, that he never inwardly 
contented $ for if the Words of the Contract 
import real Matrimony, the Judge is to give 
no Credit to any finifter Meaning or Intenti- 
on of either Party. ' 

Where Parents contra& Matrimony for 
and in Behalf of their Children, though the 
Children fay nothing, if they are prefent, and 
hear the fame, their Silence is interpreted a 
fufficient Proof of their Confent and "Appro- 
bation. 

And althef the Words of the Contrad, 
neither in their liatural Signification, nor by 
common Ufe and Acceptation, import Matri- 
mony, yet if the Parties thereby intend to con- 
trad Matrimony, they are infeparable Man and 
Wife> not only before God, but alfo before 
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Man, in cdfe their Meaning folly appeal 
And if there be no Witness of the Con- 
tra&, yet the Parties having really, tho'fecrec- 
ly 9 contra(J3e4:themfelves in Words of prefent 
Time, m very Man ?tfid Wftfc before God: 
Nor can either of them, ^ith < a fafe Confci T 
fnee, marry clfewh?«€, long:as the other 
Party lives* for Proof h not of the Eflqncc 
of Mauirfionyc Their Cjonfciences are as a 
^loufand Wltnefles in the Prefience of God* 
the? it be. oth^rwife in huofyn Judicatpres. 
v It is nafcneceffary that th£ Parties goitfraft 
Matrimony at the fatfie, Jnftant, by fpeaking 
and anfweritig immediately oofi after . another ; 
but if there be fome Diftance of Time be- 
twixt the Promife of the one and the other, 
1 the Gontra£t may be good, if the Party Whofe 
Promife is firft pafsd perftveres ftill fair his or 
her Purpofe, until the pther Party hath like- 
wife promised. 

But* when Children, upwards pf feven 
Years of Age, (who have not attain'd to 
Jawful Years, viz. fourteen and twelve,) arc 
contracted by Words of prefent Time, as, / 
take thee to my Wife, and, I take thee to my 
Husband ; this, by Interpretation of Law, is 
not Matrimony, but Efpoufals, (if it be cither) 
for they may diflent when they have attained 
their faid refpe&ive Ages, • 
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Where the Words of the Gontrad atfefpo- 
ken only in Jeft or Sport* they art faid not 
to be obligatory in fo fcrious a Matter. 

If one Party contrad conditionally, and the 
other abfolutely, as where the Man fays, J 
take thee to my Wife, and the Woniah an. 
fwers, I take thee to my Husband, if my Fa- 
ther confenty this is void. 

Where a Contrad is made in Words of 
future Time, as, J will have thee for my 
Wife* and, 1 will have thee for my Husband, 
and this is not carried into Execution, by 
Confummation, or otherwife, if the Parties 
marry elfewhcre, • the fecond Marriage will 
hold. 

Where the Contrad refers to a Day to 
come, as when the Man fays, I promife to 
marry thee at Whitfontide'W/tf, and (be an- 
fwers,* I promife to marry thee then, neither 
Party can profecute the other to make good 
his Promife, till the Time prefix'd is paft. 

If both Parties fufFer the Time to lapfe, 
without any Offer of Performance, the Spou- 
fals are difTolv'd,* unlefs they were hindred by 
fome cafuai Means, or by a third Perfon, 
for then the Spoufals hold,- for tho' fuch Im- 
pediment do excufe from Punifhmcnt, for not 
marrying at the appointed Time, yet doth it 

not 
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not diflblvc; the Covenant, and the Impedi- 
ment ceafing, they are to marry as foon as they 
can conveniently* ' . • ' 

' Conditional Contracts. 

raHER<E the Parties contract condi- 
^^^^ tionajly, as by faying, I do contract 
BttSISf Matrimony With thee, if thy Father 
fonfent $ there* ur\tU the Father* confent, 
there is neither Obligation, or Adion, either 
for Efpoufals or Matrimony ; uhlcfs the Par- 
ties afterwards lye together, and then they are 
ideem'd to have renounced the Condition, and 
prefently to yield their mutual Contents, to 
contract and coafummate, pure and perfefl: 
Matrimony. . 

And where the Parties having contra&ed 
Matrimony, if their Barents Jhall confent 9 
pnd their Parents <jo firft diflTcntj but upon 
further Advice their Minds alter, and they be- 
come willing : This new Confent doth not 
jre-eftablifli the Matrimqny, before diffplv cl by 
their Dilfent^ 
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If one of the Parties, while the Condi* 
tion is depending, contrad pure and perfeft 
Matrimony 5 that cannot be overthrown by 
the fucceeding Accomplifliment, of the Con- 
dition of the former Contrad. # 

In Cafe a Man and Woman contrad^MatrL 
mony, upon Condition their Parents Con- 
fent : If either of the Parties revoketh and 
difclaimeth the Contrad, before the Parents 
do confent (or before the Accomplifliment of 
any fuch like Condition) then will hot thefe 
Efpoufals become Matrimony by the Parents 
Confent, &c. afterwards. 

And the Civilians hold, it feems, that where 
any Condition is inferred in the Contrad, 
which ftrifaes at the indiflbluble Bond of Ma- 
trimony, as they call it, the Contract is void : 
As where one contrads Matrimony with a 
Woman, upon Condition Jbe Jhall live hone ft- 
fy : Such a Contrad, they fay, is utterly void, 
notwithftanding thus much is underftood in 
every matrimonial Contrad. . 

So like wife, where the Man contrads with 
the Woman, to take her to his Wife, until he 
Jhall find abetter, fuch a Contrad is ijtt«Sjr ! 
void. 

Where the Man fays to the Woman, If 
thou wjlt fuffer me to lye with thee % I mil 
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take thee to my Wife, or give thee One hun- 
dred Tounds ? If flic do fuffer him, ' it is how- 
ever in his Choice, (by the received Opinion) 
whether he will marry her, or give her the 
hundred Pound : But if he refofc; or delay 
to give her the Money, he is bound to mar- 
ry her. 

If the Condition be Si te Vijrginem invene- 
to ? or fi in prim Coitu mihi placueris j fuch 
Conditions as thefe areto be reje&cd, and the 
Contraft is held to be perfeft and abfolute, 
whether he is deceived in his Expedations or 
pot. 



Contracts between abfent 
Parties. 



Hether the Parties are prcfent, or ab* 
WwWi fent, it is not neceflary, as has been 
hinted j that they exprefs their 
Confents at the fame Time, or im- 
mediately one after the other, provided that 
the Party which promifed firft, perfevcre and 

continue 
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continue in the fame Mind, till the other ex- 
plfeffcs the like Coflfent. 

But one is not prefum'd to continue in the 
fame Mind a long Time, or if other Bufinefs 
intervene, unlefs in fome certain Cafes 5 and 
• therefore it is held, that if the Man promife 
the Woman to Day, that he will or he doth 
take her to his Wife y jnd fhe make the like 
Promife to him the next Day, this Contract 
is not good : For it is not prefum'd the Man 
fhould perfevcrc fo long, unlefs where the 
Man having pronoune'd the Words of the 
Conrraft on his part, asks the Woman, if (he 
be content to make the like Promife to him $ 
and /he anfwers, I will firft confer with my 
Friends, or wijh my Council 5 and this Con- 
ference continues a whole Day or more : Mere 
if fhe, without any new Interrogation, pro- 
nounceth the like Words to him, as he did to 
her 5 this Swinburn holds to be a good Con- 
trad. 

Gr where the Man promifes this Day, and 
the Woman obtains Time till next Day : If 
lhe then make the like Promife, to the Man * 
riot diffenting then," or having lhewn any Al- 
teration of his Mind in the mean while, the 
Contract is as good as if it had been conclude 
ed before they firft parted. T 
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' Alfo, if the Party ; who firft promis'd, do 
upon the Promife of the other Party, a conjSk 
derable Time after, accept the fame, and con- 
fent thereto, then is the Contract good; be- 
caufeof this.new Confent concurring with the 
late Anfwer. 

If the Time betwixt the Promife of the 
one Party, and of the other, be not longer 
than the natural Day, the Party who firft pro. 
mis'd, isprefuiq'd to continue his Confent, if 
he do nothing to (hew the contrary ip the 
mean Time 5 and do not depart from the 
Place for any confiderable Time, or enter up- 
on Bufinefs foreign to the Matter. 

But to proceed to Contracts of Marriage be- 
tween abfent Parties 3 and thefe may be three 
Ways : By Mediation of theil Pro&ors , by 
Meflengers, or by Letters-: And it is faid to 
be neceffary in thefe Cafes, that the Parties 
have fome Knowledge of each other, at leaft 
by Fame or Reports it being impollible to 
yield our Aflent to contract . Matrimony with 
thofe to whom we are eiftirely Strangers. And 
furely he runs a great Hazard who loves > or 
makes over his Terfon upon common Fame, or 
even upon the Judgment of his deareji 
Friend. 

When 
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When Spoufals, or Matrimony, arc to be 
contra&ed by a Pro&or, it is ncccflary that 
the Proxy (or Letter of Attorney) be fpecial, 
exprelling a certain Perfon with whom Spou- 
fals or Matrimony is to be contracted 5 as, I 
make fuch a one my Troffor, to contract Ma- 
trimony or Efpoufals for me, or in my Name, 
with A. B. For it is not fufficient, if the 
Proxy be thus j viz. Intake A. B. my Tree* 
tor, to contra^ Matrimony for me with any 
Woman : Or generally, to do for me all and fa£ 
gular, whatfoever I my felf could do, if I 
were per fondly prefent. Thefe are void Au- 
thorities in this Cafe. 

The Form of contrading Matrimony by a 
Proxy, according to Swinburn, is thus, J do 
contract Matrimony with thee, in the Name 
of fuch a Man, whofe Troflor I am $ or fuch 
a Man doth contract Matrimony with thee, 
by me his Traitor $ and the Woman anfwers, 
I do tike him to my Husband, by thee, being 
Jois TroEior, 

And it is requifite, that the Party who did 
conftitute the Pro£tor, do perfevere and con- 
tinue in the fame MTnd, until the Contract is 
finifli'd ; for if he repent in the mean Time, 
or revoke his Prodof, which he may lawfully 
do, though he had covenanted, and even 
'O fwora 
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{tyotfl not Vo tevoke, the Contraft is void, 
and that ftbtwithftanding the Proftor be ig- 
ptorant of the Revocation : For the Perfevie- 
rance and Continuance of the Party's Con- 
tent, which did conftitute, is fo ncceffary,. that 
without it the Contrad is not of any Force. 

Buf the Party conftituting is prefum'd to 
remain in the fame Mind till he revokes* un- 
lefs, where the Proxy having imparted to the 
Woman the Caufe of his coming, and pro* 
poufte'd the Word$ of Spoufafs or Matri- 
inony, according to his Commiffion , and 
(he do not cxprefc her Confent thejrctmtq, 
till a long Time afters there the Man's Con- 
fent is not prefum'd to endure, if he affirm 
the contrary, and confequently the Contraft 
\s void. 

But it feems to have been made a Queftion, 
whether the Party haying firft fecretiy ^evoked 
his Proxy, at the Time of the Contraft of 
$ie Spoufals or Matrimony, and yet after- 
v ^ards ratifying and confirming the fame, tht 
\ Cpntraft be good 5 the better Opinion is, that 
fuch a Contrad is not good : And to illuftrate 
this Matter, Swinbum gfves u$ the following 
Ipftance. 

" The Duke of Milan, having two Daugh- 
£ ters famous for their Beauty and other Ac- 

compiifhments 5 
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u complifhments $ the eldeft narn'd Agnefia, 
" and the. younger Katherina: The King of 
" Cyprus being raoft taken with the Charac- 
€€ ter of the youngeft, difpatch'd an Ambaf- 
u fador, with a fpecial Mandate to contraft 
16 for him, and in his Royal Name, true, 

" " pure, and lawful Matrimony with Agnefia , 
" fuppofing her to be the younger Sifler : The 
" Ambaflador had no fooner fet Sail, but the 
" King underftood that Agnefia was the eld- 
" eft Sifter $ whereupon he immediately re- 
" vok'd his Mandates bnt the Ambaflador be : 
" *Hg ignorant of this Tranfa&ion, continu'd 
his Voyage 5 and being arrived at the Court 
" of Milan , contra&ed Matrimony with 
" Agnefia> according to his Inftru&ions 5 and 
" the Lady having receiv'd the nuptial 
" Ring, carried her felf as Queen of Cyprus, 
" and was complimented accordingly : Where- 
" upon the Ambaflador returned with an Ac- 
" count of the Succefis of his Negotiation. 

• " The King, though infinitely concerned at the 
" Miftake, yet confidcring it did not become 
" the Majefty of a Prince to recede from his 
* Word and Honour, efpecially in a Matter 
" of fuch Moment, and with Pfcrfons of that 
« Quality 5 confented to ratify and con- 
" firm the Contrad, his Ambaflador had 
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M made in his Name. But when Agnefia 
u heard, that it was not the King's Intention 
" to have married her at firft, and that he did 
" not much approve of the Match, when it 
" was done ; all the Faculties of her Mind 
" were diforder'd j her Joy was turned into 
* l Sorrow; and the Love fhe had conceiv'd for. 
" his Majefty into the deadlieft Hate j Rcfent- 
€C raentand Defpair engrofs'd her Soul, an4 
" all her pleafing Dreams of Greatnefs were 
" converted into the moft tragical Refola* 
" tions. She could not beat to have her Love 
< c contemned and flighted, and her Sex difc 
c< grae'd even by a fovereign Prince: She 
" tares her Hair, ftrips her felf of her wed- 
* € ding Robes, pulls off the nuptial Ring from 
" her Finger, and throws them into the Fire $ 
" fwearing and protefting with the moft hor- 
u rid Execrations, that (he will never acknow- 

ledge the King of Cyprus for her Husband $ 
" but would immediately marry another Man. 

The Duke her Father feeing her Rage and 
"Defpair, confulted the moft famous Law- 
f ycrs in this Point ; viz. Whether flie was 
" not at Liberty to marry elfewhere i And it 
v was refolv'd. That if the Tarty revoke his 
« Troflor, and afterwards ratify the Con- 
f< trap, this Ratification doth not make good 

V the 

i 
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" the CmtraSt. Whereby the King and the 
u Lady were fet at Liberty, to their mutual 
€C Satisfa&ion. 

But it is held farther, that not only when 
the Party doth by exprefs Words revoke the 
Authority , but. aifo when he doth any Aft 
which implies a Revocation > as by making a 
fecond Mandate* to contract Matrimony with 
another Woman: There a Contraft, made in 
purfuancc of the firft Authority, is void. 

A Contraft by a Mcffenger, is where the 
Party fent has no Mandate, ( for if he have 
he is a Proftor) but is charg'd barely with 
the Delivery of a Letter or Meflfage. In this 
Cafe it is held, that as foon as the Party, to 
whom the Meflfage or Letters of Matrimony 
are fent, doth acquiefce and agree thereto, by 
expreffing the like Confent, as the Meflage or 
Letters do import, (whether it be Matrimony 
or Spoufals only) the Contratt is thereby per- 
fect, without expe&ing any Ratification from 
the Party who fent the Letter. or MefTage $ 
unlefs it appear fuch Party did diflfent, before 
the other confented. 

Int contracting Matrimony or Spoufals by 
Letters, this one Thing principally is to be ob* 
ferv'd ; namely, that as it is necefTary for ttufc 
Party which fendeth the Letters* containing 
Oj - 
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Words fit for Spdufals or Matrimony (as, 1 
promife hereby that I will, or that, I do take 
thee to my Wife, &c.) ftili ta continue in the- 
fame Mind without Alteration, uritilthc time of 
the other's Confent: So on the other Side it is 
neceffary, that that Party to whom the Letters 
are fent, upon receipt thereof, or fhottly af- 
ter, do exprefs the like Confent, either tt> 
htm which brought the Letters,, or to fomc 
others; or elfe by Letters to the former Party, 
which Things being performed by both Par- 
ties, the Contraft is good. But if either the 
Party which fent the Letters repent in the 
mian Time, which nofwithftanding is not 
ptefum'd, unlcfs it be prov'd $ or the Party 
which rcceiv'd the Letters do not then, or fhort- 
ly after the Receipt thereof, deliver expreffly 
the like mutual Confent, it is in Eflfed as if 
neither of them had ever confented. 

Private Contracts. 

RpK|jHERE Perfons contrad Matrimony 
IftaH P r * vate ty without WitnefTes, it is uni- 
KBDBHI vcr f a iiy agreed , ' that they are very 
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Man and Wife in Cpnfcicnce.; and if cither 
of the Parties marry elfe where, they are guilry 
bf Adultery. * But the Magiftrate can only 
judge of thefe Matters by the Teftimony of 
WicnefTes, -and therefore it may tje difficult to 
make fuch a Marriage good in Law. 

Upon this Head wc find feverai Cafes put; 
of which take the following, which will in- 
clude n»oft pf the reft. 

If a Man fecretly, without the Prefence of 
Witnefles, contrads Spoufals or Matrimony 
with one Woman, and afterwards publickly, 
before a fufficient Number of Witnefles, 
mafees the like Contract with another Wo- 
man, after which* fecond Contrad the former 
Woman charges him with the firft, and he 
confefles he was firft contraded with her, whe- 
ther, in this Cafe, the former fecret Contrad; 
or the fecond publick Contrad, (hall pre- 
vail ? 

And it is refolv'd in this Cafe, that altho', 
before God, the fecret Pre-contrad never, pub- 
lilh'd, is to be prefcrtfd before the like fiibft- 
qaent Contrad, how publick foever 5 yet be- 
fore Judges Ecclefiafticai ic is otherwife, and 
the Confeffion of both Parties, pretending 
themfelves pre-contraded, without other Proof, 
fliail not be credited, in Prejudice of a Con- 

O 4 ixaSL 
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traft fufficiently teftify'd and prov'd by Wit- 
neflcs; bccaufe then it would be a very eafy 
Matter for fuch as were duly cbntraded, un- 
der Pretence of a Pre-contrad, at their Plea- 
fure, when they were weary of one another, 
to undo the mod: undoubted Contrad, by 
fubbrning thofe whom they lik'd better, to 
affirm a former fecret Contract with them. 
Indeed, if it were not in Prejudice of another 
Contrad, their bare Confellion would fufficej 
or if this Gohfeffion of both Parties were 
made before the fecond Contrad was made,then 
the firft might prevail againft the fecond Con- 
trad, becaufe at thatTime the Confellion cannot 
be fufpeded of any Collufion 5 but a Confef- 
flon made after the Time of the fecond Con- 
trad, tho* prov'd alfo by one Witnefs, and 
common Fame, will not prevail againft one 
. made before two Witnefles 5 for it is, a receiv'd 
Maxim, that when the Proof of the fecond 
Contrad is more clear than the former, there 
the fecond is to be preferred 5 except in the 
following Cafes, viz. when the fecond Con- 
trad is made depending a Suit about the for- 
mer Contrad j or when the fecond Contrad 
is made upon Condition there be no Pre con- 
trad 1 or if the former Spoufals comprehend 
Spoufals of prefent Time, and the laft, but 

a Pro- 
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a Promife of future Marriage ; or there be o- 
ther Circumftances to induce the Judge to give 
Sentence for the former Contrad; in thefe 
Cafes the former Contract, prov'd by one 
Witnefs, and comijion Fame, of the Pre-con- 
traft, is preferr'd before the fecond Contract, 
proved by two Witnefles. 

Again $ where a Man and Woman are fe* 
cretly contra&cd, • having mutually given their 
full Confent to be Husband and Wife, and 
the Man afterwards marries another, and the 
firft Woman ufes all Means, by Suit and other- 
wife, to recover her Husband, but does not 
prevail, for want of fufficient Proof 5 in this 
Cafe, Mr. Swinburn holds, (he may with a 
fafe Confcience marry another Husband $ for, 
fays he, having endeavour^ to the utmoft of 
her Power, and not able to remain fingle any 
longer, it were not only againft Law, but a- 
gainft Reafon and Equity, that (he fhould be 
bound to an Impoffibility. And of two E- 
vils, the lefs is to be chofen : It is better to 
marry than to burn. So that we fee Neceffi* 
ty, almighty Necejfity, will break thro' even 
the moft folemn Engagements, according to 
the civil Lawyers: But I (hould rather affirm, 
that the one Party having broken the Contract, 
has thereby fet the other at Liberty 5 for our 
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Saviour himfclf allows lis to marry again, in 
Cafe of Fornication : And fince human Judi- 
caturcs cannot do us Right, becaufe the Con- 
trad was in fecrer, the Party is, no doubt; 
in fuch Inftances, at liberty to do him or her 
felf Right, by marrying another. 

By the Laws EccleGafticai of this Realm, if 
Perfons have cohtraftcd Efpoufals in Words 
of prefeht Time, they may* be conven'4 be- 
fore the Ordinary, and adjudg'd to folemnize 
their Marriage in the Face of the Church t 
and if they irefufc, after lawful admonition 
given them, he or fhe fo refufing, may, for 
his or her Contumacy or Difobedience there* 
in, be excommunicated: And if the Party ex- 
communicate do ftill pcrfevcre in that State, 
by the Space of forty Days, the Ordinary may, 
by a Significaviti ot Certificate tinder his Seal* 
certify into the Chancery the Contempt of 
the Party, and craving the Aid of the fecuiar 
Power thereupon, a Writ de excommunicato 
capiendo is to be dire&ed to the Sheriff, for 
the Apprehenfion of the Body of the fame 
Party excommunicated, who being apprehend- 
ed by vertue thereof, is to be kept in Prifoii 
without Bail or Mainprize, until he or ftie 
have humbled themfelvcs, and obey'd the Md- 
nition of the Ordinary, ^hich when it is done; 
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and the Church and Party both fatisfied, that 
is the Ordinary to abfolve the Party, andto 
certify the fame into the Chancery ; whereup- 
on a Writ is to be dire&ed as before, for the 
Releafe of the Party's Imprifonment $ which 
Writ is call'd, Breve de excommunicato deli- 
berandi). To this Punifliment are they fub- 
jed, who having contracted Spoufals de pr£- 
fentij afterwards refufe to undergo the holy 
Bond of Matrimony $ or rather, to folemnize 
what they had done before. 

But as for fuch as have contracted Spoufals 
only de futuro, if either of them do refufe to 
perform their Promife, forafmuch as the Text 
faith, that fuch an one is rather to be admo~ 
nifli'd, than compell'd ; and left that Punifli- 
ment fliould by Practice grow mortal, which 
by Inftitution is medicinal, I do think, fays 
Swmburn, that the Judge is not to proceed to , 
the Sigmficavity but rather to abfolve that 
curfed Party, which contemneth the Cenfures 
of the Church, albeit there be no Caufe of 
Favour, but for fear of further Mifchief, by 
compelling them to go together, which hate 
one another. Yet is not this froward Party 
thus to be difmifs'd, but is to fuffef Penance, 
propter Lafionem fidei> for Breach of his Pro- 
mifc : Nor is he or the tvt\\tt to\re> &\SsxaS&^ 
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or abfolv'd, if thofe Spoufals de futuro, by 
reafon of carnal Knowledge, or fome other 
Ad equivalent, do become Matrimony; for 
in this Cafe, as in the former, where Spoufals 
be contraded de prafenti> the difobedient Par- 
ty is to be excommunicated, apprehended and 
imprifon'd, and not to be abfolv'd or releas'd, 
before Satisfaction, or Death, or other juft 
Caufe of Divorce. 




Of Tromifes of Marriage 
at Common Law. 

Perfon who refufcs to marry accord- 
ing to the Contrad, is not only 
liable to a Profecution in Court 
Chriftian, but alfo to an Adion at Common 
Law, and Damages have been frequently re- 
cover'd, for Non-performance of fuch Con- 
trads. ' 

In Michaelmas Term, \oW.%.B.R. Har- 
rifon brought his Adion againft Mrs. Cage, for 
that in Confideration he- had promis'd to mar- 
ry 
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ry her, flic promis'd to marry him $ for which 
he obtain'd a Vcrdift. In Arreft of Judg- 
ment it was obje&ed, that altho' the Woman, 
in fuch Cafes, might have her Adion, yet the 
Man could not, becaufe Marriage was ho Ad- 
vantage to the Man, but to the Woman, But 
my Lord Chief Juftice Holt held that the Ac- 
tion was well grounded upon the mutual Fro- 
mifes i for if the Woman's Promife did not 
bind, neither did the Man's: And it was re- 
folv'd to be aftionable on both Sides. 

And in Eafter Term, 3 Anna, in the Cafe 
of Huttm and Man/el, it was held by the 
Lord Chief Juftice Holt, that if there be an 
exprefs Promife by the Man, and it appear the 
Woman countenanced it, and by her Aftions 
at that Time behav'd her felf as if (he agreed 
to the Matter, ^ltho' there be no a&uai Pro- 
mife, yet that (hall be fufficicnt Evidence of a 
Promife on her Side. 

In the Cafe of Jeffbn and Collins, Eafter 
Term, 2 Arma, in the King's Bench, it was 
refolv'd, that a Contrad in Words of prefent 
Time was a Marriage j as where it is faid, I 
marry you-, Tou and I are Man and Wife, &c. 
and fuch Contra&s are not relcafable: But 
where the Contraft i$ in Words of future 
Time, as, I will marry you 5 / promife to marry 
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you* &c, which refer the Marriage to a future 
Ad, there it is relcafabie ; but where the Par- 
ty brings his A&ion upon a Proniife of future . 
Marriage, in order to recover Damages, it is 
held that he thereby waves his Remedy in the 
Spiritual Court. 

In Wignme's Cafe, Michaelmas Term, 
5 Anna, B. R. the Chief Juftice held, that if 
the Contrad was in Words of future Time, as, 
J will take thee, &c. and he does take her 
accordingly, and co habit with her, 'tis a Mar- 
riage, and the fpiritual Court cannot puqilh for 
Fornication. 

This brings me to coniider of Marriages 
folemniz'd by Diflenters; and whether they 
differ at all from fuch Contracts as are- made 
before any Number of Lay-Friends met to- 
gether. 

In Hajdoris Cafe, 9 Ann** before the Court 
of Delegates, it appear d that Haydon, and Re- 
becca his Wife, were Sabbatarians, and mar- 
ried by one of their Minifters, in a Sabbata- 
rian Congregation 5 the Form in the Common 
Prayer Book was us'd, except the Ceremony 
of the Ring i they liv'd together as Man and 
Wife for feven Years, and then Rebecca di- 
$d ; whereupon Haydon took out Letters of 
Adminiftration to her. But Gould, and Mar- 
garet 
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garet his Wife, who was Sifter to Rebecca, 
Tiied. a Repeal, fuggefting that Rebecca and 
Hayden were never married \ and it appear- 
ing that the Minifter who marry'd them was a 
mere Layman, and not jn Orders, the Letter? 
of Admhiiftration, which had been granted 
to Hay don y as her Husband, were repeal'd, 
and a new Admintftration granted to the faid 
Margaret Gmld y her Sifter. And thtf Sen- 
tence, upon . an Appeal, was afiirm'd by the 
Court of Delegates ait Serjeanf&Itm in Fleet- 
flreet $ for it was held that Hay don, demand- 
ing a Right tlue to him as Husband by the 
Ecclefiafticai Law, he ought to prove himfctf 
a Husband according to that Law 5 and fc the 
Court ruled ; And a Cafe was cited out of 
Swinburn % where fuch a Marriage had been 
ful'd to be void. 

And it is obferv'd in that Cafe, that an Ad 
pf Parliament was thought ncceflary, after the 
gr^d Rebellion, to entitle People who had 
been married by'jufticcs of Peace, to fuch 
legal Advantages of Dower, Thirds, &c. as 
attended Marriages duly folemniz'd according 
to the Rights of the Church of England. And 
the AdofParliament of the 7 and S W. 5. c. 3 $. 
feems to put this Matter out of all Doubt, 

which lays a Penalty on Clergymen in Orders, 

•••• / > - / . ■ ^ 
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if they celebrate Marriage in a eland cftinc 
Manner, for if the fame Privileges and Ad- 
vantages attended Marriages folemniz'd by the 
Diflentcrs, as thefe celebrated according to the 
Church of England, . how eafily would that 
Ad be evaded, or rather rendred of no Effeft ? 
There would then be no Occafionfor Licenfc 
or Banns, for making Oath, or giving Securi- 
ties that there were no legal Impediments, but 
every one might do what was right in his 
own Eyes, who fliduld admit himfelf of a 
diffenting Congregation. 

But poilibly the diffenting Teachers them- 
felves do not apprehend the Parliament in- 
tended they fliould be comprehended under 
the Denominations of Tarfans, Vicars or Cu- 
rates, and fo made liable to the Penalty of 
100/. for marrying without Banns or Licenfe. 
Nor will they thank their Friends for bring* 
ing them within the Dangers of thofe Penal- 
ties. But it feems Marriages by Romijb Priffts, 
whofe Orders are acknowledged by the Church 
of England, are deem'd to have the Effe&s 
of a legal Marriage, at leaft in fome Inftanccs j 
as in the Cafe of Mr. Fielding, who was mar- 
ried, by a Romijh Prieft, to Mrs. Wadfworth^ 
this was. held to be fuch a Marriage as to make 
it Felony in him to marry afterwards to the 

Putfieft 
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B^x±tUoi Ckwhmd t' Aftd it lileh^ 
Marriage as to bring a Man witMn the Daii- 
gcr of bis Life, it WGHid be hard if he mould 
not alfd be entitled (to the Advantages the 
Law confers on legal Maitiages. And I be- 
lieve no Mail will affirm, that a Marriage ce- 
Jeferawd by the Diffcntets wilt bring a Man in 
Danger of the Sisme which makes it Felony 
to have more Wtvc*' than cwtCi 

Belt pfobably theifc may be fhiJj Difference 
faewween a Marriage foteriinized by the DhTeri- 
te«s, and a Contttd before a-Nurrfber of othet 
Lay-Fficftck j Ac Offlenters cannot be profc- 
titted for not fbiemnizfrig 1 their Marriages ao' 
eotdtng to thfc Charch of England, being 
fcrecn'd by the A3* of Toleration-* whcreali 
«hof<* who engage in a Marriage Contrad be"* 
foit 1 Other Lay- Friends, may be ctfmpelVd to 
ftletimtee their Mbrmge at Chutch. And on 
the- MarivPa* tHS^ Teems tcr Be no' incori- 
fldctaWe ^aHt^e tty the Blflctirers j for thtf 
fneir Children be not deem'd- legitimate;; 6t 
tfod Husband entitictfttf'tnirtis; of thofe Mitf- 
fkgtt, yet fed has 1 it in Ms Powet ttf give and 
fettle vtoafelrer* he pleafesugbti th^Wifcf arid 
Chadretti accotfftng t^thd^femf 4rid ; tiy 
this- Mean* Kc has tHcnt ir^pVrpetual Efeperi- 
danee, and keep* fits Effete clear of airy 
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^ands of Dower, or 1 other IncumhrancdC 
But for thefc Reafons I think no prudent Pa- 
rent would chufe to ^slebrat^ his Daughter's 
: ^uptials ; in z diflen^g;Cpngrfgatiori. >. Aod 
whether the Iffae of fiich Ma«iage§:may. not 
be fo far deem'd Baftardj .ip; pur.L^i as to 
.oblige the Parents to gjyc. ^q^ityjtcbthftP*- 
rifli for their Maintenance, ; if* they wqoific 4i, 
may be made another Queftipft; : 
. . I flhlall proceed now -to (hew fo*pe:o£!the 
principal Effc&s of a Marri^ duty/ceifbttttd 
.according to the Church of Englrt/th <but 
muft prcmife,. that if the Marriage, be: by a 
Prieft of the Church of England* , neither, the 
Want of Banns, or Licenfe, or the bdn&pet- 
fornVd at. an uncanonical Hour, or in a.Qtafct, 
by Night or Day, will .diveft the Parties of 
any of the Rights, Privileges, or Advantages 
of a Marriage folemnized in the Face of the 
Church. And that where Perfons have been 
efteem'd Man and Wife, and cohabited; and 
liv'd together as fuch, during their Lives? the 
Spiritual Court (hall not call fuch a Matfriage 
in queftion after their Deaths, aad : baftardttc 
their Iflue. And now to proceed : Some of 
the principal Effe&s ,of a . legal Marriage are 
thefe 5 the Husband hath thereby ^ch a 
Power over his Wife, tj&l.fhc can : make ; .iio 

Contraft . 
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Contrad with any Pcrfbn, without his Con? 
fcht precedent or fubfequent,: exprefs or pre-- 
ftt'oi'd 5 for tho' (he is not debarr'd from ufiqg 
the Goods of her Husbaridj -ytt (he eanijot 
felt or pawn them, or give thefti away. Jf fhc 
lofe her Husband's Money, at Play, he may re: : 
cover it, i Sid.iiz. and if (he win at Play^t . 
and gives Truft for the Money, hejr Husband 
may recover it, as far as the late Statutes-^-; 
gainft'Gaming will permit;; S!n.e cannot bind 
her Husbaiid in Stri&nefs forNeceffaries,, b# 
any Contraft, uniefs a precedent or fubfequent 
Affefit is prov'd : or prefum'd : But her Con- 
tracts are ulually allow'd* if (he buys Goods 
for her felf, Children or Family, as neceffary 
Apparel, Bread* &c. and if Goods come to 
the Husband's Ufe* it is an Evidence of his 
Afient 5 but if it is prov'd that he gave his 
Wife ready Money for thefe Things, it is o- 
therwife. If the Husband forbid particular 
Perfons to truft his Wife, he (hall not be 
charg'd afterwards 5 but a general Prohibition 
publifh'd in the Gazette does not amount to i 
legal Notice. . . 

The Husband is not chargeable with Nc- 
ccflaries, according to her Degree, upon aii" 
Elopement, when (he goes away and Jives 
Mih her Adulterer : Nor (hall he be bound by 
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. his Wife's Receipt for Money, if the Huf- 
band threaten to beat or kill his, Wife, he (hall 
give Security to keep the Peace * and fuch 
Threats may be a Foundation for a Divorce, 
atad feparate Maintenance. The Husband, by 
the Marriage, hath an immediate Right to all 

* the; Wife's Goods or Chattels perfonal, whe- 
ther he furvrve or no > but for Debts due to 
her in her o^n Right, if he does not get 
them in, or alter the Prqperty, they wifl be 
hers, if fibe furvive him. As for her Leafes, 
or Chattels real, he may grant or drfpofe of 
them in her Life-time, or if he furvives her ? 
but if (he furvives him, they remain to her ? 
for he cannot difpofc of them by Will And 
as to her Freehold Lands, if he have aChilfl, 
and furvive her, he will hold them, during 
his Life, as Tenant by the Courtefy. In her 
Copyhold Lands he can hive no filtered af- 
ter her Deceafe, unlefs by the fpecial Cuftom 
of the Manner. If the Wife fiirvive him, 
afad there be ne Settlement, or Jointure, be- 
fore Marriage, flic will be endow 'd of a thh4 
Part of his Freehold Lands, for Life, and will 
be entitled to one half of his perfonal Eftate, 
if there be no Iffiie but if there be Ifluc be- 
tween them, then Ale will be entitled but to 
a Third. If the Wife be in Dtbt before Ma* 

«a«c 7 
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riage, the Husband and Wife muft be faed i 
the Wife's Lifetime ; for if the Wife die befoi 
Judgment, hcjBsaU not be fhargrahle, wit 
I fceb Debt* Ba* ah it would extend tfcbffcc 
i\ 6ey06d thy ioieided D<%r, tor enh»g«-» 
[ th«^ Hcad*, | iS@Rsc ffec Reade* td ehe'A) 
V £&catMt*, M*mMFi»e, an* oti&J&j^ 
I ft* lift* M- f8m Jf&jpGfy M*#9$ f 
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Arriage was .efteemed . very ho, 
nourable in.fcveral of the Gre- 
cian Commonwealths , being 
very much encourag'd by their 
le abftaining from it was difcoun- 
tenane'd, and in fome Places punifli'd. By 
fhe Athenian Laws, none were admitted to 

S 
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anyPofr, civil or ilttfitary, ih : the Gbvcte- 
iftefct, but theft. whb» were rnarH^cf, and fratf 
Children, and Eftates in Land thefe being 
fook'ed'- apbn';W' to Arfany Pledged of their 

Fidelity ' - ">'XVXJ ---r; f v-, > 

~ - Poligamf '^r« ■■ ht>* commonlyT tolerated' °irf 
(Strict -fat* '■ NfarrRg£ ' ; Was' hcitf t& j be * : G6rt- ; 
jiinaioa^of bhdMahS&ith* okc r ' Wdtaari * " But 
ttp6n ; 'f0frie ^ eracr^fft^ccaf^m, *5 \vhen their 
Mtfrihatf bceri ; -d^ftroy'd by WW-- 6t bttltt* 
Gilafa&ieSj then a^Liberty Wa§ granted bf ha- 
^iftVtraiWiyk^ i;rr ' - ■ "J;" 1 
•"•TiieiAge whih^tk^were allow'd to marry 
wairnot the titiit Ut 1 every Gommoh wealth/ 
The Spartans were* not penftitted- to marry 
titti tittf arrived '"at- tKeir full Strength. The 
Athenians arc faid to have limited the Time 
to-thifty five Yeats of Age for the Men : 
Atiftatk thought thirty feven a good Age: 
Tlato and Hefwd thirty. The old 
^ Laws permitted the Women" to marry at 
twetit^fk: Artftotle thought eighteen, and 
i&y&if fifteen, a **good Age for Women, to 
nlafry. 

' The Time of the Year mbffi proper for, 
Marriage the Athenians held <to be the Win- 
ter Months, cfpccially January 5 andtheluc- 
kieft Seafon, when there happen d a Con\uac- 

P 4 *S»> 
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tion of the §un and Moon, ..at which TRtp* 
tjhey celebrated their FeftjvaJ, calT4 jfcfcfv 
ristge of tbt Gods. 

Moft of the G7w& Jopjt'd upon k as. 
dalous to contraft within certain Degrees of 
£onfapguinity : The Lacedemonians were 
forbidden to marry any of their Kindred, 
whether in the dirca Pfgfees of Afeeot oc 
Pefcentj bqt it .^asaliow'd to roar ry a«t 
lateral Relation, as fiy Nephews t/d.mmf 
their Aunts, or Uncles their, Nieces * ; b#t fsho 
Marriages of Brothers and Sifters of the whofa 
Eiood was abfolutely prohibited. In fcjme 
Pfoces indeed, it was no* unlawful fet Bw* 
thcrs to naarry their half Sifter* • 

Jhc Laeejmawans allowed Marriageft b<h 
twecn thpfc whq hadtbq fame Mothtf, hot 
net the fame Father. Tho Athmxwmcui 
forbidden to marry Sifters by th* Mother's fld*» 
bv« not.tfeoj(e by the fa.a^ Fajh,er, . . 

Moft of the Gwian &ajej : : paired, lb*, 
tjheir Qms** (hojild. match, wi^h noAd hsxQr* 
^ensj. apd.the df&ioups* if, a Ckfriett; 
ricd a Foreigner, doom'd the Children to,S&r> 
yery : And if,,* Foreigner ma#ied.a,Fre*Wo- 
iftan of dthp®, .u^as lawful, for any Fc?fe»; 
ts prftffcutf h,im $ and, jf hft.was cony^ed* 
he wttfeftfo a. $Uye> and ailitys Goads. <m? 



Afarmge JIites, ®c u r 

fifcatedj. one third Part whereof .was given to 
the Informer : If a Citizen married a Wo- 
man that was not free, he was/ (in'd a thou- 
fend Drachms/ 

Virgins were, not allowed to marry without 
the Confentof their Parents, and of the Mo- 
ther,, as well as the Father,, as it is faid $ antf 
the Son was.alfpcibjiged to ask their Confenf. 
When a Virgin had no Father living her 
3xw£e* #fpo$*4 > ">f her Brothfef 
was not of Age, the Grandfather had the Dif^ 
pofid of her. ^ 

They had fevcral Forms of betrothing $ as] 
ym this my ^Daughter, to make yon 
the. Mather of Children lawfully begotten %> 
and fometimes the, Dowry was mention'd 5 as 
where Cyaxares betroths his Daughter to Cy- 
rus, h,c fays, 1 give you this Woman, Cyrus^ 
v$b4 isnjy daughter, and with her all Me- 
dia for her "Dowry ; and the Perfons to be 
married plighted their Faith. to one another, 
ox truck Relations for them : The Man that he 
wewLi be canftant and 1 fincere in his Love j 
anA the Woman, that (he would, marry him^ 
a»d ifnafce h»n Matter of all ffiehad. The. 
Ceremony at the, concluding .thde Contra&jj 
w^fciiffiflg eaci crfh|r, : or giving t^eir rigrip 1 
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Hands, which was the u?uai Form of ratifying 

all Agreements. : , . " 

In the firft Ages, (ariclm (ofne Cquhfyie£^£ 
this Day) the Women parried withbtft Pbftf- 
ons given them by fheii; ' 6J:tftiQtis; # beingf ^fur- 
tfias'd bytheir/Husfc^ i& 
the WomanVRelad6d S ; lft^ tallUhcrD^ 
IX s but when. C^ri^i^ 'good Maim^ 
^aipc to'te, cjiatt^ "£% - lac ^ 
^pqreh^g Wives was 1 generally laid afHS? 5^ 
and Arifloite makes it one Argumcfit, ^ttf 
|>jfpve that the antient Grecians were an ufc{& 
yiiiz'd People/ >(xauf^;^ey ttlfed to biiy r tAcir 
Wives. 'Spiiic alfo make* the riioft ; eff^rin^t 
pifFerence between a" Wife 1 , arid a Conch- 
bine, to c'onfift in this, thjf Wives hdit'tjeftfr. 
ries, whereas Concubines had hgine: And ihff 
that brought a Dowry with her, a$ it is imp co- 
perly call'd, had a Title to a greater Freedom 
with her Husband, and more ReQ)^a ,a, 'from 
him, than (he that had. none.'* Lycurgui was 
fo fenfible of this, and forhfc other IneonVe- 
itfences attending this Cuftom $ that pdrtly for 
fear Wives, fliould domineer over their Hus- 
bands, and partly out of a Dcfire that Men 
ihould choote Wives more for the Sake? of 
their Perfons, than their Money % and that -no 

Woman's 
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Woman's' Poverty (honld tiiriacf fterf of an 
Husband, quits timtod it' : <Mt"bf Sparta* 
Soloti Agreed herein wit* LyCutgus > for all 
the Dowry he permitted the Athenian- Wives 
toha-ve, Was a little -inconfidcrable Houlhold- 
Stuff, and three Saifs of Cloaths for, fays 
<Plutawh, he would 'not have Marriages foe 
Gaip/ior an Eftatg £ but 'for pure Love* kind 
Affe&iori> and to get Children. . ' 

Every Heirefs : among the AthefUms was 
oblig'd to marry her neareft Relation, that hef 
Eftitctrmight notgoout of the Family * but 
they had this further Privilege above other 
Wiyqs, that . thei£ Hvisbands were ' oblig'd to 
lye with them three Times in a Month : And 
when there wer« any Orphan Virgins without 
Inheritance, he that, was next in Blood 
was oblig'd to marry , her himfelf, or fettle a 
Ponton on her, fukable to his Quality, on pain 
of one thoufancf Drachms. ~ 

WheJl Virgins had no Relations to take 
Care of! them, and: were defended of Men 
that ' had been fervkeable to their Country, 
it was ufual for the State to take Care of 
them. 

When the Wife had a Fortune, it was ex- 
pected the Husband fliould make her a Settle- 
ment qjf Houfcs or Lands ccs^vn^^s 
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^herc there was no foeh Settlement, and the 
Husband divorc'd his Wife, he was obligd to 
return her Fortune ; and though the Husband's 
Eftatc was confifcated, the Wife's Dowry was. 
affign'd her. If a Woman died without 
Children, her Fortune was repaid to the Per- 
ibn who gave it with her : But where there 
were Sons, when they came of Age they en- 
joy'd the Mother's Fortune, whilft file was li- 
ving, only allowing her a competent Mainte- 
nance. ■ 

The Athenian Virgins were presented .to 
%)iauai before it was lawful for tfterh to mar- 
ry s this Ceftom being inftimted to appeafc 
tiie Goddefi, as it is laid, and ask her Pardodi 
for difienting from her, Another Cuftom 
there was. when they became marriageable* to 
prefent certain Baskets full of little Cuciofoics 
to Dtanti for Leave to depart out of her 
Train; and at their Weddings they common* 
Jy fliav'd off fomc of their Hair, and dedi- 
cated it tO&ftto*, os tome, other Deity, be- 
fore the Matriagc could be folenodizU: The 
other Godsalfo were confiilted, and their. Af- 
fiftance implor'd, and Sacrifices were offcr'd by 
the Parents, or other Relations, of the Per- 
fpns; to be married. When the Vi&im was 
©peri'd,. the Gall was. taken- out and thrown 
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behind the Altar, as being the Seat of Anger 
and Malice * and therefore the Averfion of 
all the Deities, who had the Care of Love, 
as well as rhofe who became their Votaries : 
The Entrails were carefully irifpe&ed by 
Soothfayers; and if any unlucky Omen pre- 
sented it felf, the former Contract was dif- 
folv'd, as difpleafing to the Gods, and the 
Nuptials prevented. 

The moft fortunate Omen which could ap- 
pear, was a pair of Turtles; becaufe of the 
inviolable AfFedion thofc Bi^ds have for each 
other: InfomuCh that it is faid, if one of 
them dye the other remains folitary for cvtf 
after; for which . Reafon, the appearing of 
thofe Birds finglc portended Separation or Sor- 
row j fo the married Couple, and the Maids, 
were at the Nuptials put in Mind by a Song, 
to watch that none of thefc Birds coming 
Jingle, (houtd difturb the Solemnity. 

Both the married Perfians, and thjrir At* 
tendarits, were richly drefs'd, according to 
their Quality , and adom'd with Garlands, of 
various Hccbs and Floors 5 apd Cakes were 
mad* of Sdfame, . Which Hed> is CajLd ta 
temarkafclc for its Fruttfqto^fe. • Thw Houfc 
where the' Nuptials* were celebrated; wap like- 
wife. deckt with Garlands,* PeOk wa* tied 

4 
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at the Door, and a Maid carried i Sieved the 
Bride her felf carrying an earthen Veflel faith 
parch'd Barley, Signifying her Duty to attend 
her Houlhold Affairs. The Bride was lifiially 
conduced in a Chariot from her Father's 
Houfc to her Husband in the Evening, with 
Torches carried before her; flia was plac'd^ 
in the middle, her Husband fitting ononeflde* 
and one of his mod intimate Friends bn the 
other ; and they were fomctimes attended with 
Mufick. When the Bridegroom had been 
married befort, Ije was not permitted to fetch 
the Bride^ from her Father's Houfe, but that 
Care was committed to one of his Friends/ 
When they arrived, the Axle-Tree of* the 
Chariot was burnt, fignifying that the Bride 
was no more to return to her Father's Houfe; 
When the Bride and Bridegroom enter'd the 
Houfe, they pou'r'd Figs and other Fruit on 
their Heads, as an Omen of their future 
Plenty:.' Then the Bride was fplendidly en.' 
tertain'd by the Bridegroom, as he had been 
at her Father's, when he fetched her away: 
During the Solemnity; the Company di- 
verted themfelves, and honoured the Gods 
of Marriage with Mufick and Dancing; 
and among other fignificant Ceremonies 
during the Entertainment, a Boy came in 
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wiih a Basket df Bread, flngirig, I have left 
the wbrfe and' found the better ; intimating, 
that Marriage was preferable to a fingle Lifct 
After: the Dances the married Couple were 
condufled to their Apartment richly fumifli'd* 
the. covering of the Bed was ufuallyof Pars- 
pie : Before the Bride went to Bed fhebath'd; 
and :then Ihe was .- lighted to' Bed with feveral 
Torches, and 1 round; vone of the- Torches the 
Bride's Mother tied her Hair String : The 
Relations aflifted at the Solemnity, and it 
was look'd da as no friiall Misfortune to bt 
abfent; the Mothers efpecially were bufjMk* 
lighting Torches. ■ - '.' : " " i; 

The Bride and; Bridegroom being (hut-Up 
together in the Chamber/. the Laws of A- 
thens oblig'd them to eat a Quince together, 
intimating, it is raid, that their firft Gonverfa^ 
tion ought to . be pleafing and agreeable : 
Then the Husband unloosed the Wives Girdle, 
and the young" People without fing wanton 
Songs fuitable to the:Occalion 5 and it is faid, 
made a great Noife and damping with their 
Feet, to drown the Virgin's Cries ; and one 
of the Bridegroom's Friends flood Centinel 
at the Door, that none of the Women might 
run to her Affiftaoce. The Company returned 
in the Morning, and in Songs faliited :thc 
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married Couple, and this laftcd fcvefal Day*2 
The Ceremonies of the Spartan Marriages 
were different from all others, and, accord- 
ing to TlutarChi were perform'd in this 
Manner. When die Spartans had a Mind 
t<Mnarry, their Courtfhip was a kind of &ape 
upon the Pejribns they had a Fancy for? : and 
thofe they ehoTe not tender and half Chil- 
dren, but in the Flortrer of their Age, and 
lull ripe rot aA Husband. Matters being a- 
grted between them, the Wotaan that cott- 
ttlv'd and mantg'd the Plot*. Aav'd off the 
Bride's Hai& dofir to her Skm, drefs'd kei «p 
in Man's Cloaths, and left her upon s Mm* 
tirefas this done* in coixtcs the BodegroiMD in 
his ifcty Dby Goaths, fober and cow^mb^ 
4a having fopptt at Ws< Ordinary in the eotA- 
mwi Halt and fteads as privawiy as he ton 
hate the Room whe* e the Bride \*f T unci* 
he* Vkgio Girdle, and takes, hen into hto Edf 
teacc*; thus baring ftay'pt a fowl Tim* with 
Iter* he returns; ttt the reft <j# bis Com&tfoj, 
with whom far contihraes tt> fpend h& Lift* 
f caiaming witf£ th&m as well* Night & 
Day* unldfehrifedateafh^^ his-fttido, 
and that coufd: not be (ton^ttfttaait # great 
%lcat of CmnxmipedUon^ and fear of bdttg 
dafcdm'd, Noc wae ffe waatfflg (aeimy be 

Cu^os'd) 
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iuppos'd) on her Parr, td life heir Wo- 
maifa Wit, in watching the moft favourable 
Opportunities for their meetings and making 
Appointments When Company was Out of the 
Way : In this Mantiet they iiv'd a long Time* 
infoAiich that they had frequently Children . 
by their Wives, before they faW thfeir Face* 
by Day-light. The Interview being thus dif- 
ficult and rare, fctv'd not only for a continual 
Exercife of their Temperance, and further'd 
very much the Ends and Intentions of Mar- 
riage j but was a Means to keep their Paflion 
ftill alive, which flags, and decays, and dies at 
iaft by too eafy Accefs, and long Continuance 
with the belov'd Objeft. 

The Laws of the Grecians concerning Di- 
vorces were different ; fome permitted Men to 
put away their Wives on. flight Occaltonsj 
• the Cretdns allow'd it any Man, that was a- 
fraid of havitlg too great a Number of Chil- 
dren. The Athenians like wife did it upon 
very fmall Grounds, but not without giving 
of a Bill, wherein was contained the Reafon 
of their Divorce, to be approved (if the Party 
divore'd made an Appeal) by the chief Magi- 
(irate. The Spartans, though marrying with- 
• out much Nicety in Choice, feldora divorc'4 
Ihcir Wives: For we read that fiyfandet) 
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was jin'd by the Magiftrates call'd Ephari <x£ 
that Account * and though AriJto % one of their 
Kings, put away his Wife with the Approba- 
tion of the City ■% yet that feems to have bcc& 
done rather out of an earneft Defire to have 
-a Son to fucceed in his Kingdom, which he 
could not txpeft by that Woman, than as- 
cording to the Cuftom of his Country ; BdC 
whatever Liberty the Men took,, their Wim 
were under a greater Reftraint, for it was c*> 
treamly fcandalous for a Woman to depart 
from her. Husband. 

The Athenians were fomething mote & 
vourable to Women, allowing them to leave 
their Husbands upon juft Ocicafions : But 
not without, appealing to the Archon, and 
prefenting him a Bill of their Grievances with 
their own Hands. . 

And it was not unufuai to diflblve the 
Marriage Tic by Confent of both Parties , 
after which they were at Liberty to difpoft 
of them fc Ives in a fecond. Match : In fome parts 
of Greece it was frequent to borrow one an- 
ther's Wives $ as at Athens* Socrates lent 
his Wife Xantippe to Alcibiades. Lycwrgus 
the Spartan Law-giver, thought the bed Ex- 
pedient againft Jeaioufy, .was to allow Men 
the Freedom of imparting the Ufe of their 

Wives 
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Wives to whom they (hould think fit, that 
fo they might have Children by them 5 
this he made a very Commendable Piece of 
Liberality, laughing at thofe who thought the 
Violation of their Bed fuch an infupportablc 
Affront, as to revenge it by Murthers, and 1 
jeruel Wars. He had a good Opinion of that 
Man, who being grown old and having & 
young Wife, (hould recommend fomc virtu*, 
ous handfomc young Man , that flic might 
have a Child by him, to inherit the gooki 
Qualities of fuch a Father, and (hould love 
this Child as tenderly, as if begotten by him- 
felf : On the oiher Side, an honcft Mart, Wlfoi 
iov'd a married Woman updn account of heif 
Modefty, and the well favouredriefs of hef 
Children, might with good Gtalce beg of hec 
Hosbflnd, his Wife's Convirfatiofi, that hi 
might have a Cyoti of fo good * Tree, td 
tfa'nrplafit into his own Gafdeii; for Ly- 
Mfrgus was perftiaded, that (Children* wtfrd 
not fo much the Progeny Gf flieirPardnts, & 
tit fcfee Whole ComfcK>riweafch % afnd therefore 
would not hay© fh^m begsttett by the firft 
Cotoers, but by the bfift Men that could 
found. 

i Notwithftahfding this Liberty* which w^s 
founded upon mutual Confcnt, thejr accounted 
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all other Adulteries the mod heinous Crimed 
in the World 5 aftd whilft they kept to their 
antient Laws, were wholly Strangers to them. 

The Punifliment of Adultery in fomc Parts 
of Greece was ftoningj in others, putting 
out the Eyes of the Adulterefs. The Locru 
ms inflided this Punifliment in later Ages/ be- 
ing oblig'd thdrfcto by Zakucus their Law- 
giver, whofc Rigour in Executing this Law 
is very remarkable.* for having caught his. Son 
in Adultery, he rcfolv'd to deprive him of 
Sight, and remained a long Time inexorable, 
notwkhftanding the whole City was willing 
to remit the Punifliment, and requefted him 
to fpare the Youth j at length, unable to refill 
the; People's Importunity, he mitigated the 
Sentence, and redeemed one of his Son's Eyes, 
by another of his own ; fo at once becoming 
a memorable Example of Juftice and Mercy. 

At Gortyn in Crete there was another Me* 
thod of punifliing Adulterers: They -were 
coyer'd with Wool, an Emblem of the Soft- 
nefsand Effeminacy of their Tempers, and in 
that Drefs carried thro 9 the City to the Magi- 
strate's Houfe, who fentene'd them to Igno- 
miny ; whereby they were deprived, in a Man- 
ner, of all their Privileges, and their Share in 
managing publick Bufine§. 

The 
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The Athenian Punifhments one while 
feem to have been Arbitrary, at the fupreme 
Magnate's Difcrc&ion : ^Draco after wairds left 
Adulterers to the Mercy of any Man that 
caught them in the Ad, who might difm em- 
ber, murder, or treat them in what other Man- 
ner he pleas'd, without being call'd to Account 
for it.v 

Thefe Laws were afterwards foften'd, but 
ftill Adultcrefles were held infamous, and not 
permitted to adorn themfelves with fine 
Cloaths ; and if they did, any one might tare 
them off their Backs, and beat them, but 
they might not kill or difablc them. If they 
were found in Temples, they were look'd up^ 
on as polluted, by the Admiffion of Perfons 
fo infamous and detcftable : And their Hus- 
bands were prohibited to cohabit with them, 
though never fo much enclin'd to be reconcil'd, 
after this Offence againft his Honour. 

Concubinage was allow'd by all the Greeks ; 
and us'd by the graved Men amoagft them. 
Thefe Concubines were ufually Women who 
had been taken Prifojiers, or bought with 
Moqey, and aegpjunted inferior to their othef 
Wives* whio/e Dowry, or Quality, gave then 
a Preheminence. Harlots or common Wo* 
men were alfo tolerated in mo& <& xfcK.Ore-' 



i$o Marriage Rites, ®c. 

van Commonwealths; nor was the Ufc 6f 
them thought immoral, Solon allow'd com- 
mon Whores to go publickly to thofe that hir'd 
thcmj and encouraged the young Fellows at 
Athens to enjoy thefe, to hinder their at 
tempting the Wives and Daughters of his 
Citizens, Cato the Raman Cenfor was of 
the fame Opinion ; as appears by his commend- 
ing a young Gentleman for diverting himfclf 
ipthis Manner* Ckfra challenges any Perfon 
to name the Time when 'Men were ever re- 
prov'd for this Pra&ice, or when they were not 
Countenanc'd in it. The Jews alfo indulged 
this Pra&ice with Strangers, and apprehended 
themftlves to be prohibited Fornication only 
wkh thofe of their own Nation, as Grttiu* 
dbferves ; and accordingly publick Stews were 
openly tolerated among them, and the Wo- 
pien therein taken into the Prote&ion of the 
Government ; but the Jewifl) Women not 
)>cipg allowed to proftitute themfelves, Doc- 
tor Totftr thinks it was from thence that a 
Whore came to be call'd a firange Woman. 

Cormtb is remarkable for being a Nurfeiy 
f>f Harlots, there being in that City a Tempi? 
4#4icatcd to Venus, and the readied Way 
thought to obtain the Favour bf the Goddcfs, 
Was tp pr^fept h?y beautiful Girls, who were 
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maintain'*! in the Temple, and proftituted 
themfclvcs for Hire : And Strabo obferves, 
that there were not lefs than a thoufaad of thefe 
there in his Time. 

L Moft of the Grecians kept up their Wo- 
men pretty ciofe, whether Wives or Daugh- 
ters 5 but the Spartans allow'd them fuch Li- 
berties, as would not be thought very decent 
9t this Day in any Country in the World; 
If we may credit Tlutarchy he fays, in order 
to the good Education of their Youth, which 
is the moft important Work of a Lawgiver, 
• Lycurgus went £0 far back, as to take into 
Confidcrationjhcir very Conception and Birth, 
by regulating their Marriages. And he ordcr'^ 
the Maids to exercife themfclves with Ruft* 
ning, Wreftling, throwing Quoites, and^aft- v - 
ing Darts, to the End that the Fruit they' 
conceived might take deeper Root, grow 
ftrong, and fpread it felf into healthy and vi- 
gorous Bodies j and withal, that they might be 
more able to undergo the Pains of Child- 
bearing. And to the End he might take a- 
way their over-great Tenderncft and Nicety, 
he orderM they fliould appear naked, f a^v^ll 
as the Men, and dance too in that Condit^gi, 
at their folemn Feafts and Sacrifices, fwgipg 
certain Songs, whilft the young MbL ftood >sv 

* . 
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a Ring about them, feeing and hearing them.: 
In thefe Songs they now and then gave a fa- 
tiricai Glance upon thofe who had bchav'd 
themfclves ill in the Wars, fometimcs fang 
Encomiums upon t hofe who had done any gal- 
lantA&ion, and by thefe Means enflam'd the 
Youth with an Emulation of their Glory y for 
thofe that were thus commended, went away 
brave and well fatisfied with themfelvesj and 
thofe that were rallied were as fenfibly touch'd 
with it, as if they had been formally and ter 
vcrely reprimanded, and fo much the more* 
becaufe the Kings, and whole Senate, faw 
and heard all that pafled. Now, fays our Au- 
thor, though it may feem ftrange, that Women 
fhould appear thus naked in publick, yet was 
true Modefty obferv'd, and Wantonnefi ex- 
# eluded? And it tended to render their Convex 
fation free and unreferved, and to beget in 
them a Defire of being vigorous and adivc, 
and fill'd them with Couragq and generous 
Thoughts, as being allow'd their Share in the 
Rewards of Virtue, as well as the Men. Hence, 
fays he, came that Senfc of Honour, and No- 
blcnefs of Spirit, of which wc have an In* 
fence in Gorgo, the Wife of King Leanidas % 
who being told in Difcourfe with fome fo- 
??iga Ladies, that the Women pf Lafie^cmaa^ 
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were they only.qf the World, who had an 
Empire over the Men ; briskly reparteed, That 
there was good Reafon, for they were the only 
Women that brought forth Men. Laftly, 
Thefe publick Proceffions of the Maids, and 
their appearing naked in their Exercifcs and 
Dancings, were Provocations and Baits to die 
up and allure the young Men to Marriage j 
and 'that not upon Geometrical Reafons, as 
Tlato calls them $ (fuch as are Intereft, and 
Equality of Fortune) but #om the Epgagot 
picntsjof true Love and Affcftiott. 
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R QUA N S. 

H E Efpoafals, or Contract before 
Marriage, t/as -performed t>7 the 
Engagement of the Friends on 
both Sides, «nd might be as well 
on Behalf of abfent Parties, as thofe that 
were prefent, and as well iii private, as before 
Witnefles 5 yet the ufual Way of betrothing, 
WW by Writings drawn up by common Con- 
4 fc»x> 
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font, and fcal'dby bo th Partis ; the Maa 
gave, or fenr * Ring, as a Pledge to *he Wtf- 
manj which, in 5P//^s Time/ tttfd to be of 
Iran, without any Stone in- it.- ; — ' 

There was no particular Age fix'ci for 8- 
fpoufals; they might be tnttdtf ait any Time, 
provided the Parties were fenfible 6f , the Ob- 
ligation; as they were fnppo%% to be in their 
(Seventh Year. But Auguftus Cafar afterwards 
dire&ed, that no Efpoufalf (hould be valid, 
unlefs they were confummated by Nuptials, 
within two Years. 

K Roman might not marry any but a Ro- 
man } but this extended to all that were made 
Denizens, or had obtained their Freedom, by 
Furchafe, or otherwife. And by a Law of 
the Decemviri, Marriage was -prohibited be- 
twe^n the Tatrician Families and the; *Pkbei- 
ans; but the Commons refentcd ;i* 1 fo hein- 
oufly, that the Confuls were fdre'd to repeal 
this Law, about feven or eight Year* after- 
wards, when a Decree was made, 1 al&wing of 
Marriage between Perfons of all Cfrders and 
Degrees. < ' ^ 

' The Remans were exceeding fuperftiritfu*, 
in Regard to the partkulat Time of folemrtiz- 
fng their Marriages, holding feveral Days and 
Times unforttmat^ to thi» EM&M tfefc ¥Lx- 
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lends*. Noges- and Ides of every Month, /paty 
ticularly, were, avoided, and the whole Fcaft 
of Tar.entA fc February, and all the Month: 
of May, was look'd upon as ominous: The 
Sjeafon deemed the happieft for celebrating the 
Nuptials, was tftat immediately following the 
Ides of June. : 

They had three fevetal Kinds of Marriage 
amongft them, viz. Forte, Coemptime y and 
Ufu : Confarreati* was when the matrimonial 
Rites were ' performed with folemn Sacrifices 
and Offerings of burnt Cakes, by the Tan- 
tifex Maxims, and the Flamen *Dialis, this 
was the moft facred Tic of all % but; after 
fome Time, it was almoft univerfally difustt, 
as including too many troublefome Ceremo- 
nies. • 

Coemptio, was when the Perfons folcmnly 
bound themfeives to one another, by the 
Ceremony of giving or taking a Piece of 
Money, 

The third Sort pf Marriage was faid to be 
m^de by Ufe,, when, with the Confent of her 
Friends, the Woman had liv'd with the Mao 
a whole Year compleat, without being abfent 
three Nights j after which (he was reckond, 
in all Refpcfts, a lawful Wife % tho' the Knot 
was not efteem'd fo indiflblublc as in the for- 
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mef Cafes, as appear by their iffigning, ot 
making over thefc Sort of Wives to thdt 
Friends fometimes * which gave ISife to that 
Notion, of aCuftom among 1 the Romans, of 
borrowing and lending out their Wiv& Thii 
Marriage by Ufe was indeed efteem'ct the moft*' 
incomplcat of all conjugal Ties 5 and this" 
Wife was not fo much as calYd Msfer ^ 
wilias, or had any Right to inherit the Goodsr 
of her Husband, being taken purely upon the 
Account of 1 procreating Mile $ and after the; 
bearing of three or fbuf Children, ihe might 
be lawfully given to another Man. But Mr* 
Kennet Teems pofitive that they' had no fuel* 
Cuftom of lending their Wives, as tome have 
imagined } but the Woman was adually mar* 
ried to another in her Husband's Life-time' 
And he fays they are unjuftly tax'd tyith that 
favage Cuftom of lending out their Wives. 

In thofe Mairiages that were perfbrm'd 
with any Solemnity, the nuptial Ceremonies 
were always preceded with the faking of O- 
mens by the Aufpices. • 

In drelfing the Bride, they never omitted 
to divide her Locks with the Head of a Spear 5 
cither, fays Mr. Kennet, as a Token that 
their Marriages firft began by War, or Afts of 
Hoftility, upon the Rape of the Sabine Vir- 
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than ordinary allow'd in theExpcnce. The/ 
were alio ufqally cntettain'd with the Mu- 
fick of Flutes, &c. the Company all the' 
while tinging Thalajm> or Thalafo, as the 
Greeks did Hymenaas y as an Exhortation to 
mind her Spinning, or Hufwifiy. Tis faid, 
that among the Conditions which were ft* 
greed upon by the Sabines and Remans, af- 
ter the Rape of the Virgins, this was otic, 
that the - Women flicmld be bbiig'd to no 
fervile Offices, but what concern'd thcic 
Spinning/ 

At the . fame Time the Bridegroom threw 
Nuts about the Room, for the Boys to 
fcramblc for 5 which is. (aid to be in -To* 
ken of their leaving childifli Diverfions, and 
entring upon a more fecious State of Life. 
: In the mean Time the genial Bed was 
prcpar'cb, and foise good did Woman, who 
had never been married but once, pllc'd 
the Bride on it with abundance of Cere* 
mony. 

- Then the Bridegroom unloose! her Girdle* 
a Cuftom of great Antiquity, and the young 
Fellows fung loofe Songs upon the Occa- 
lion. The Day after the Bridegroom made 
a great Supper, and invited his Companions 
10 a merry Bowl, where they ufually drank 

to 

5 
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to a good Pitch. Thefc drinking Matchei 
were call'd Repotia. 

As to their Divorces, 'Plutarch mentions 
a Law of Romulus^ whereby the Wife wai 
not fuffer'd to leave licr Husband, but 
. gave a Man the Liberty of turning off his 
Wife, cither upon poifoning her Children, 
or counterfeiting his private Keys, or for 
the Crime of Adultery. But if the Huf- 
band on any other Occafion put her away, 
he ordered one Moiety of his Eftate to be 
given to the Wife, and the other to fall to 
the Goddefs Ceres: And that whofoevef 
fent away his Wife* fltould make an A- 
tonement to the Gods of the. Earth. Tis 
very memorable, that almoft fix Hundred 
Years after the building of the City, one 
T.Servilius, or Caroilius Spurius, wasthefirft 
of the Romans that ever pat away his Wife. 

The common \$ay of divorcing was, 
by fending a Bill to the Woman, contain- 
ing Reafons of the Separation, and the Ten- 
der of all her Goods which {he brought with 
her: This they term'd, Repudium mittere. 
Or clfc it was perform'd in her Prcfence, 
before fufficient Witncfles, with the Forma* 
lities of tearing the Writings, refunding thd 
Portion, taking away the Keys, and turning 
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the Woman out of Doors. But however 
the Law of Romulus dime to fail, it's cer- 
tain, that in latter Times the Women too, 
as well as the Men, might fuc a Divorce, and 
enter <?n a feparatc Life. 
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O F THE 

Engliflj SAXON S. 

HER E one intends to mar- 
ry a Virgin, or Widow, flic 
and her Friends confentinf , 
rhe Bridegroom, both by the- 
J^a w of God and Man, ought 
to give Caution for the ful- r 
filling of what Covenants he makes; and 
alfo that his Parpofe and Defire is to have her 
as a Wife, according to the Law of God, and 
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no otherwifej artf foe this his Friends muft 
alfo engage. 

2^, The fecond Thing muft be to tajee 
Care of their Maintenance, and it muft be 
kno wn who {hall maintain her * and for this, 
both the Bridegroom and his Friends muft 
engage. 

3%, After that, let the Bridegroom declare 
what he will give his Bride, betides what (he 
formerly made Choice of with his good liking, ' 
in Cafe (he over-live him. 

4*%, In Cafe they fo agree, it is fit (he 
have the one half of all his Eftate, and' if 
they have a Child betwixt them, the 
whole Eftate, till fuch Time as (he marry 
again. 

jthi^ What the Bridegroom hath promisd 
and confirmed by giving Caution , let him 
carefully obferve, and his Friends engage on 
his Behalf. 

If they be now agreed on all Things,, 
let the Kindred of the Bride contra£t her to 
him as a Wife, and engage for her Honefty, 
and then let Caution be given for Celebration 
of the Marriage. 

7 thl y, If afterwards her Husband carry her 
out of the Territory of the Thane* or Baron 
where (be was bred, into the Diftritt of ano- ^ 

ther 
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thcr Thane> let Caution be given to her 
Friends, that Ihc (hall receive Injury from no 
Man: And in Cafe flic her felf do any ill 
Thing, let her Friends be ready to make Satis- 
faction to her Husband, if (he hath not where- 
with to do it. 

At the beftowing of her in Marriage 
a Prieft muft be prefent, who of right, with 
the Blclfing of God, (hall promote their Con- 
\ unftion to the Attainment of all Felicity. 

9 th1 * and Laftly, There muft be good Heed 
and Aflbrancc had, that there be no Impedi- 
ment 6f Confanguinity betwixt them, left af- 
terwards they be juftly feparated, who were 
unjuftiy join'd together, / 




The Marriage Contract or Settle- 
ment between ByrhtrIc and 
G odww's Daughter. / 



ERE appeared* in thijs Writing the 
Agreement that Godwin made with 
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tcr ; viz. Firft, he giveth her one pewoii 
Weight of Gold, on Condition that flio ft&Afl 
tp the Agreement, and he giveth htr : tb^fe 
Lands at Strete, with, ail tha^ thereto apfldf- 
taincth; and in Bur wart Marjh, one hudv 
dred and fifty Acres, with thirty Oxen, itwtfity 
Cows, and ten Horfes^ and ten Thcprtwnen 
or Bondmen: This was agreed. at JCjfigfton 
before King Cnute, in the Prefeftf^of Living 
the Archbifliop, as alfo of Elfemere the Abbfct 
oiEthelwin, the Sheriff 4$*r#4 the: colder 
Godwin, JVulftfs Son Eadmir at Brnkam., 
Godwin, fFolftan's Son, and Charles tha,K*Bgs 
Servant. And when this- Maid was fetehc to 
Bright ling j then went off all thefe for Sure- 
ties 5 ^/Elgar the Son of Sired, Frerth, Prieft 
of Foleflon, Leofwin, Prieft of ^Dover, WuU 
fey a Prieft, Eadred the Son of Eadelm, L& 
ofwine the Son of Warelm, Cenwold Ruff, 
Leofwine, Godwin's Son, Leofwine the Red, 
Godwine the Son of Eadgife; and Leof suit his 
JBrother. This Thing is known to .all dd&fchty 
(valiant) Men in Kent, and in Sujfex 5 Jboth 
Thanes and Churles, (Countrymen). and this 
Writing is Tripartite, one is at Chrijl's Church, 
9 fecond at St. sfugujline's, and the third h*k 
Byrhtric himfejf, ' 
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* 

> . '! IN, 

TiU'-S CO vx 




HE Man is not permitted to fee 
his Miftrefs before the Marriage, 
but employs fome of his Rela- 
tions to. view her from Head to 



Foot; and uppn their Report he forms a 
Judgment of his intended Bride. Upon the 
Day appointed for the Solemnization, the 
•Bridegroom goes, in the Evening to 
R. 4 
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Bride's Houfe, the Prieft marching before him 
on Horfcback : And even then he is not per* 
mitted to fee his Spoufe, but a Piece of Taf- , 
feta is held between them : Being both richly 
dxcfs'd and painted, according to the Cuftom 
of the Country, they go to Church, where a 
Canopy is plac'd over them j and when they 
have made the ufual Offerings, the Prieft blef- , 
fes them,, holding certain Images over their 
Heads; then taking the Man by the right 
Hand, and the Woman by the left, he ask* 
them, three times, if they ye willing to be- 
married ? and both anfwering, Tes, the whole 
Company join Hands, and the hundred and 
twenty eighth Tfalm is fung, the Prieft re- 
peating one Verfe, and the Company the 
other. If they have been married before, 
the Prieft puts a Garland of Rue upon their 
Heads, and about their Shoulders, and bids 
them multiply and increafe, and adds, fVBom 
God hath joirid together \ let no Man fepa- 
rate: Then one of the Company gives the 
Prieft a Glafs of Wine, who drink? to the 
married Couple : Afterwards the Bridegroom 
throws down the Glafs, and he and his Bride 
trample it under their Feet, faying, May they 
thus fall under our Feet, and be trod to 
Pieces, who Jhall endeavour to fow ^ivifim* 

betwixt 
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betwixt us. And the Women throw Flax 
and Hempfeed at the new married Pair, 
wifliing them Profperity j others lay hold of 
the Bride's Gown, as loth to part with her $ 
but (he embraces the Bridegroom and will 
not part with him. As for the Tranfa&i- 
ons after the Bridegroom's carrying her home, 
they are not very decent, and therefore I 
choofe to omit them. The wedding Day 
is faid to he the laft pleafant Day the Wife has, 
being never allow'd to ftir abroad after- 
wards* though they take no Manner of 
Care of the Houfe, but fpend their Time in 
imbroidering and other Needle Works/ The* 
Husband exercifes an abfolute Dominion 
over his Wife, frequently proceeds to 
Blows, which (he is faid to take very kind- 
ly from him, and will hardly be perfuaded 
he loves her, if (he does not fometimes feel 
the Weight of his Hand. 

The Men have no other Notion of Adul- 
tery, than the marrying another Man's 
Wife, though they have fuch a Veneration, 
it feems, for their holy Utenftls, that they 
will not lye with a. Woman till they have 
taken off thp Crofs and Images (he wears 
about her, and veil'd all the Image§ iq the 
IVoom. The Women are never Cuflfe^ 
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advance farther than tht Church Porch, 
being looked upon as too impure to eAtcr 
the confecrated Place; The Med obifcrve 
four Lents in every Year, in which they 
are not permitted any Commerce with their 
Wives. 

The Mafcovites have more Monaftcrics 
for divorced Wives than for Maids, where 
they live under no Manner of Reftraint, 
but proftitute themfelves to any AHan thcy 
meet. The Men here are far from adoring 
their Miftreffes in the Manner they do in 
fome Parts of the World 5 they wafte but 
little ^Time in Courtftiip, and fettirig forth 
the Beauty and Accompliftimcnts Of their 
Miftrcflcs $ though their Women, it is faid, 
don't want their Share of Charms., - 

The Czar generally fliuts up his Sifters 
and Daughters in his Court, or in Mona*. 
fteries, and will feldom fuffer them to'marry^ 
looking upon the Iflue of all fuch as marry 
to thofe of another Communion, as no 
better than Baftards; and they may not 
marry any of the Czar's own Subje&s, for 
thefe he tfteems his Slaves 5 and he does not 
it feems fuffer even his own Wife to eat 
with him. 

5 
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The Inhabitants of the Province of Sa- 
moiedabuy as many Wives as they can purchafe 
for their Deer > Pcrfons of Diftin&ion gene- 
rally have four or five, and he is efteem'd the 
ricbeft Man, who has moft Daughters and 
Deer to difpofe of, for they fell both to the 
beft flfdder. They folemnize their Marriages 
by making a great Feaft, which lafts feveral 
Days ; .after which, the Bride being adom'd 
with Brafs Rings, Bells, Fifli Boqes, &c. is 
deliver'd to her Husband: Then all their 
Friends leave them in his Tent till next Morn- 
ing, and if he does not like his Wife after half 
a Year, or a Year's Tryal, he returns her to 
her Friends, and receives back the Deer he 
paid for her. 

Th$ Siberians marry as many Wives as the^ 
can keep, they buy them of their Fathers, but 
have no Priefts to folemnize the Wedding* 
however, it feems they fcruple to marry with! 
in the fourth Degree. 

The Tartars 2$$ alfo remarkable for their 
Poligamy 3 and we arc told of one of them 
that had no lefs than forty Children, by his 
Wives within the Spa?e of one Year. 



K 
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IN 

P L A N D. 

HE Ladies in this Country arc 
remarkable for their Modefty, 
which is look'd upon as an EfFcft 
of that Liberty their Husbands 
indulge them in $ it being a common Obfer- 
vation, that in thofe Countries where they are 
under the ftri&eft Confinement, they feldotn 
fail to violate the Marriage Bed as often is 
they meet with an Opportunity. 

But they pay the Husband a Refpeft that is 
not known amongft us s for when they want 
zpy Thing of him, they ask i,t kneeling, 
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embrace his Knees, and call him their Bene* 
fador. 

Their Weddings generally laft three Days, 
and on the ftcond all the Guefts make Pre- 
fents to the Bride, which isthebeft Part of her 
Portion. It is faid that the Princcfc of .5P*- 
landy who married the Ele&or of Bavaria, 
had not lefs thai* 100,000. Crowns prefented 
her at her Wedding. 

Among the inferior People, the Maids fel- 
dom marry till twenty four or thirty Years 
of Age, and before they have fpuh a good 
Quantity of Cloth, which at the Wedding is 
diftributed among the Bridegroom's Friends. 
Thcfe Virgins are alfi> oblig'd to ferve their 
Mothers in all domeftick Affairs for fome 
Time before they marry, as the Sons do their 
Fathers, in their proper Bufinefs; and it is faid, 
they make a much ftri&er Enquiry into the 
Character of their Miftrefles, than into their 
Fortunes. 
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IN 

S W E D E M 

ERE the Parents, without tgoh- 
fulting their Children, match 
them as they think fit, and Wealth 
is chiefly confider'd in the Affair : 
The poor Girls have not fo much as an Op- 
portunity oF bcitig courtei and admir'd, or 
the Lover the PJeafure of communicating his 
Flame: However,, their Weddings are ex- 
ceeding pompous and magnificent, infomuch, 

that 
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that the Excefs of that Day fomctimcs fo in- 
volves them in Debt, as they do not jcafily ex- 
tricate thcmfelves. The Wives being all Sub- 
miffion, it is faid, there very feldom happens 
any domeftick Jars, and confequently but few 
Divorces. It fcems, Coufin Germans are 
not permitted to marry without the King's Li- 
cenfe. 




( 
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IN 

D EN UA R K. 

T is fomcumes three or four cars 
between the Efpoufals, and the 
Solemnization of the Marriage 
here ; and during that Time they 
admit of all Familiarities. If the Marriage 
be but celebrated before the Wife is brought 
to Bed, all is well 5 and fo it is in Holland* 
where half a dozen, or half a (tore Couple 
come to folemnize their Nuptials together, 
who have liv'd as Man an'd Wife from the Time 
of their Efpoufals* 

Marriage 
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I N 

Swedi/k LIVONIA 




H&tlC tpereononies of Marriage 
are pecuHar to tbemfelvcs* when 
i a Pea(anc marries a Maid of ano- 
ther Town, he makes her ride be- 



hind him, and before him ride* a Bag-piper, 
and two of his Friends with* naked Swords, 
who give two. Strokes crofs the Door of the 
Bridegroom's Houfe, and ftrike one of the 
Swords into a Beam over the Bridegroom's 
Head, to prevent Charms* For the fame 
4 • S ^aSss* 
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Reafon the Bride fcatters many pieces of red 
Stuff on the High-ways, and on the Graves 
of unbaptiz'd Children. The Bride fits at 
.Table with a Veil over her Face,' and when 
the Guefts are feared, the Bridegroom and (he 
rife and go to Bed, and return in two Hours ; 
and the Feaft is concluded with dancing and 
drinking, till they all drop down upon the 
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I N 



I A P L A N D. 



HE ytwtig Mca dourftfiofe Wo* 
men'whofc Parents or Friendi 
can . give thcih moft Rain 
Deer, and generally bribe her 
Relations for their Confent 1 
When he comes* firft he ftands at the Ddor # 
and niuft not come in till her Father allow 
him.- If the Father agrees, and afterwards 
breaks his Promife of giving him his Dau%&* 
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tcr, the Lover recovers all his Expences and 
Gifts. When the Bride goes to Church* flie 
is dragg'd along by fact Relations, pretending 
the greateft Relttdancy to Matrimony, The 
BiM«groofti muft ftrvc hi* Fatfetr4ii-I*W } 
Ypir, before lie cto t«kc aW*jr his Wife, aftd 
her Patrimony of Rain Deer ; when all the 
Friends give Prcfents to the new married 
Couple. 
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IN 

Antient GERMANY,. 

Acitus fays, thcfc were almoft the 
j only Barbarians who contented 
themfelvcs with one Wife apiece, 
except a few who had more, and 
thofe they had rather as ft Mark; of Nobility, 
than any Thing clfc. \ 

He alfo obferves, that amoogft fbmc of them 
Virgins wepc only allowed to marry, and that 
no Woman married 9 feqond Time : They 
rcckon'd it bafc to lye with Women till they 
were twenty Years of Age* and this A£. 
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ftincncc, it is faid, contributed to the Strength 
and Stature of themfelves and their Children. 

Cluverius fays the fame was obfcrv'd intjis 
Time, and that young Men generally liv'd un- 
married till above twenty. It was not their 
Cuftom foe Women to bring Portions to their 
Husbands, but on the contrary, the Husbands 
gave J*ortiops pr Gifts to their Wives, which 
were approved by the Parents and Kindred, 
that were prefent at making the Match, and 
thofe Gifts were not accommodated to plcafc 
the Women's Vanity ; being Cattle, Horfes 
with their Furniture, Bucklers, Swords and 
Spears; and on the other hand, thc.Woipcn 
gave fomething of Arms to their Husbands. 
Thcfc were the Pledges of their mutual Faith, 
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IN 

Modern GERMANY. 

HEIR Women in general are of a 
tolerable Complexion, but more cor- 
pulent than the reft of their Neigh- 
bours, accept the Rtet her lender s : 
They are very obfequious to their Husbands, 
have lcjs Command in their Houfes than Evg- 
UJh and French Women, apd are not allow'd 
the upper End of theTable/ They account it 
rude here to falute any Woman with a Kil>, 
except they have been bred in fuch Countries 
wherp »t is pra&is'd * fo that their Way of 
S \ Qv^V 
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Greeting is by a mutual Touch of the Hand. 

Their Marriages and Funerals are very cx- 
pcnfive, fo that fometimes an ordinary Man 
is fcarce able to recover the Charge of hb Fa- 
ther's Funeral, or of his own Wedding in 
feven Yean, The Entertainment frequently 
lafts a Month, during which they keep open 
Houfe, and fend the Bell-man about to invite 
all their Neighbours, who dually lend la 
Wine or fome other Provifions. 




I 
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IN 

Modern GREECE. 

H E GVwfo call Marriage a 
Myftcry, and it is folemniz'd 
by their Pricfts : They con- 
demn marrying a fourth Time, 
but the Corruption and Po- 
verty of their Clergy make Divorces eafily 
obtam'd ; and fometimes the Party divorced 
gets the Sentence altered, and the other Party 
is oblig'd to take them again. Their Pca^cc* 
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andColle&s, at the Performance of the Mar- 
riage, are apt enough, and they ufc the Ring 
as in England. But they have other ridiculous 
Ceremonies ; fiich as making the Brid^ and 
Bridegroom exchange Garlands, givipg thtm 
Wine and Confe&ions m ^Spdmy ^^^ra 
with, * Garter ^ 

Such of them as live about Conjlantinople and 
other Cities, imitate the Turks, in keeping up 
their Daughters from tijc View of -Men j ( So 
that their Lovers take their Account w them 
from Women they employ on purpofe 5 but 
never fee them till they come to be married, 
which frequently produces a too late Repen- 
tance. Thofe who inhabit the Archipelago 
have greater Liberty and converfe as freely as 
other Peoples but being generally light apd 
unconftant, the young Fellows frequently 
break their Promifes with their Miftreffes, 
which it is faid their Mothers revenge by a 
piece of Witchcraft, and fo difable the falfe 
Lover, that he (hall not be able to confummatc 
Marriage with another, till he has made them 
Satisfa&ion : And tho' Charms are now be- 
come the Jeft of Mankind, it is very certain* 
that Fancy and Apprehenfion of being charm- 
ed has gone a great Way upon thefe Occafions, 
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IN 

A R MEN I A 

^Ifliops and Monks ate not allowed 
to marry, but they admit no fecu- 
! lar Pried, unlefs married 5 yet if 
t (his Wife dye, he muft not marry 
again. Lay People are allowed to marry twice, 
but they abominate third Marriages. A Wi- 
dower, muft marry none but a Widow 5 and 
tfopfg who have not been married muft marry 
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Virgins. They obfcrve the fame Degrees of 
Confanguinity with us : They marry betimes 
on Monday Morning, Feaft three Days be£o$e- 
Gpnfnmmation, and expofe the Sigjw^.Vlftf 
gWty like toe Jams and other U^kt^ 
Nations. 
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tans of Baffora 



IN 

Eaflern TURRET 

\T Weddings thfe Bridegroom 
and Peribns invited ,go t» die 
Houfe where the Rridt lives, foe 
is fet under a Canopy, and the 
Biftiop examines her upon Oath, whether (he 
be a Virgin, and after that, fends his Wife 
and fome other Wfamen to infpeft her; after 

At 
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which, the Bifliop's Wife makes Oath accord- 
ing as (he finds it : If flic fwears file is a Virgin, 
they go to a River where the BUhoprebaptizfeS 
the Bride and Bridegroom j when they return 
to the Houfe, the Company flop at fome Di- 
stance, and the Bridegroom leads the Bride to 
it feven Times, the Bifliop always following/ 
and faying fome Prayers : After that, the new 
married Couple fit under the Canopy with their 
Shoulders againft one another: Then the Bi- 
fliop reads fome piouS Exhortations to them, * 
and makes them fay their Heads three times 
together : Then he looks into his Divination 
* Bppk to find the luckieft Day for confumma- 
ritig the lyffereiage, and tells them of ij. If the 
Bifliop's Wife don't fwear the Bride is a Virgin, 
the Bifliop proceeds no. furthers but if the 
Man will have her notwithftanding, he muft gee 
an inferior Pried to perform the Ceremony, 
which is rcckon'd a great Diflionour, and the 
Prieft unwillingly performs it, and it is faid, 
merely to ptevent their turning Mafometmf} 
which they do fometimes in Spight, when (he 
young Women think they are unjuftly dejrit 
with. 
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OF THE 



Mahometans m Turkey. 



• 




HE Turks have three Sorts of 
Wives, the firft they call lawful, 
and agree with the Parents* in Pre- 
fence of a Cadi, to give her a 
Dowry, and the Contrad is taken down in 
Writing. Thefe , they never fee till they are 
married, and the wedding Day is fpent in 

4 
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Mirth and Fcafting. The fecond Sort of Wives 
they call Kebin y and only go to the Cadi, and 
tp 11 him they have a Mind to fuch a oifc, and 
promifc to pay her fo much, if they divorce 
her. The third Sort are their Slaves, of 
whom they take as many as they pleafe. If 
they divorce a Wife of the firft Sort, they moft 
tell it the Cadi, and pay^hcr bar Xtewj* if 
they have no juft Ground ; but if they have, 
they give her nothing, and flic muft not mar- 
ry another in four Months, and if (he be with 
Child, not till (he is brought tp Bed 5 the 
Man is obliged to keep all her Children) and if 
he have a Mind to take her again, (he muft 
firft be marridd to another and divore'd from 
him. For their other Wives, they put them «. 
off when they plcafe, but muft keep their 
Children, who are all reckoned as k^thaate 
as thofe by their other Wives ; they muft not 
marry within the eighth Degree. 

Thevenot fays, their Women are common- 
ly beautiful, well (haped and fair, cleanly and 
neat, never go abroad without a Veil, and fd- 
dom, except to the Baths, which they do 
twice a Week. They paint their Eye-brows 
and Eye lids with black, which they reckoii 
graceful, and their Naiis with a reddifli brown. 
Their Habit differs little from the Men, except 

their 
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thfeir Head-drcft. They arc generally haugh- 
ty* fumptuoust in their Apparel, and cxtream 
laisy, which makes them vicious % for though 
they arc very careful to appeal: modtft, they 
ftretch their Inventions, to cheat their Hus- 
bands and procure Gallants, which makes 
the Turks extreamly jealous, fo that they 
never fuffer them to go to the Mofques*. 
and Market, or to Yhew thcmfelves to any. 
Man, though their ncareft Relations, if they 
can help it. And the better to prevent it, 
the richer Sort have Baths for them in their 
own HoufcS, becaufe when they go abroad 
to bathe* they form Intrigues with their 
Gallants. The Wife may fue a Divorce 
before the Cadi, if the Husband refutes to 
allow her Nccefiaries, if he be not able to 
maintain her, or offer to life her contrary to 
the Courfe of Nature; and. in the laft Cafe 
file goes before the Cadi and turps lip the 
Sole of her Slipper, without faying a Word * 
upon which the Husband is fent for, and if 
he cannot make a good . Defence, is bafti- 
nadocd, and his Wife divorced. It is faid* 
the Turks do not believe tjhe Women have 
Souls, or have any Thing to deleft in the 
Othct Wottdj and therefore do not permit 

T thefti 
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them to enter their Temples in this; bat 
why they fhoutd exclude them Paradife, 
when they expeft their Happinefs will chief- 
ly confift in the Enjoyment of the fair Sex 
there, is not cafy to imagine. 
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•&/4 U R S, 

Thfc Pofterity of the antierif 
PerfianryfhoviorS^d Fire* 

H £ &wf jr allow a Man to 
have five Wives if he can 
maintain them, and admit of 
no Divorce but for Adultery, 
and raffling Mahometan. The 
divorced Party is allowed a 
Year to try if they will repent, and if they 
T % ^ 
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do, after three Years Penance, they are re- 
married. The* Ceremony is performed 'by 
the Pricft's asking their Content, waihing 
their Foreheads with Water, and praying and 
pronouncing certain Words. They are not 
to marry within the third Degree. 
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' OF T HE 

Mahometans m Perfia.. 

HEY take their Wives either by 
way of . Conrraft, Hire r or Pur- 
! chafe, efteeming^U .of them equal- 
ly lawful; and accordingly, if a 
Man have a Son by his Slave before he have 
any by the firft Sort of Wives, the Son of the 
Slave enjoys all. the Privileges of Birthright : 
But Marriage, here being very expenfive, fcarce 
any, except - thofe of Quality, venture on ir j 
the meaner Sort contenting themfelvcs with a. 
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Concubine or a Slave; the latter the Hus* 
bands ufe as jhey ple^fei jJie hirU.iKiyes 
they may difmifs at Plcaliire, but (he irjiuft ^ot 
hireherfelf to another till forty Days after pie 
is difmifled. A Man may have four of tbofe 
call'd married or contra&ed Wives, but they 
feldoin take above pne jte_avoid the Expence 
of it, aod the Confufion it occafions in Fami- 
lies, They ufuajly iparry by Proxy, becaufc 
they arc neytr fden by one another, and the 
Dowry is always the Condition of this Sort of 
Marriage. When the Proxies have agreed, 
the Prieft asks the Man to be married, if he 
ratifies what his Proxy has promised 5 and if he 
does, the Contra&is feal'd by all prefect, «nd 
given to. the Woman's Proxy for the Stciitity 
of her Dowry, The common People do it 
without any Proxy, and fay mutually, that 
' they take one another for perpetual Husband 
and f Fife 7 upon their Soitb. The Husband 1 
fettles the Wife's Dowry upon the cleared part, 
of his Eftate j fends the wedding Ring, and the 
Preftnts in Cloaths, Jewels, ready Money, 
eJrf. to the'Bfide, and flit fcctikns him em- 
broidcr'd Handkerchiefs, Toilets, ftitch'd 
Night Caps, and fuch kind' of Trifles, uftially 
hiade by her own Hand. The wedding Feaft 
kept at the Man 5 Houfe, and holds gene- 
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rally ten Days ; upon the laft the Bride's Por- 
tion, conftfting in Furniture, Jewels, Slaves, 
and Eunuchs, &c. according to her Quality, 
is fent home on Beafts of Carriage with Mu- 
liek playing before them, and fometimes they 
have a Train, and fend empty Chefls merely 
to make a Shew : At Night the Bride, if a 
Perfon of any Note, is brought home in a 
kind of Cradle on a Camel's Back, with Ma- 
ftck and Tapers before her, and her Servants 
following with lighted Candles. If fbe be at* 
ordinary Perfon, (he comes on Foot with a 
fmall Retinue, but foveil'd up, that no Body 
can dUcover her Shape or Stature, and two* 
Women lead her by the Arms $ 4fr Hour after 
(he comes home flic's carried 30 the Bed-chain-' 
ber; and the Bridegroom is condu&ed to the 
Room by Eunuchs or old Women, the Can- 
dles being put out before he "enters. Thus 
they never fee one another till the Marriage is 
confammated, and that many Times happens 
not to be done, (ill feveraPDays after ffcd 
Bridegroom comes home; especially if flkl 
be of Quality j for they reckon it a Point 
of Honour to appear verycoy* and* to hide 
themfetves among -the Women, &c. Sit 
John Chardtn faysy the Ladtesof the Blood 
Royal give their Husbwb ^Twcfc&R. rfv 
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fomc Months, * before they will admit theon 
He (ells a particular Story, of a Daughter of 
Abas the Great, who being married by her 
Father to on& .of his chief Generals, would 
not; fuflfer him to come near her for a long 
Time,, upon which he coftiplained to the 
Kifrg, that his Majefty had given him a Ty- 
grefe who run at him with a Dagger* whea 
he offer'd to come near her $ Abas laugh'd * 
k>. ask'd him how many white Slaves he 
bad ia his Harem, and being anfwcr'd forty 
five, he bid him lye with theip one after 'ado- 
thfcr; and that would be the beft Means to rc- 
cUhp his Wife* The General took his Advice, 
upon which the Lady upbraided him and coo*» 
pifM to the King, who told her with a fterni 
Countenance, thcGencral had done fo byhii 
Order, bid her go home and invite her Hus* 
band to Ekfl, tyfeich ihe did, and fa the Mat- 
ter was made, up. Sir John adds, that the 
meaner Sort of People dp frequently, to.ob*> 
tain the Party's I Clonfent; prpmife a greater* 
Dttwry (to tfee Woipan thaa they are able to 
give* but to bring them fcxan Abatement, he 
flwt* his Poqr ag^inft her when {he comes 
bom«i and cries he. will not give fo much for 
her, which fcldcrfn fails of obtaining his End; 
fa if yM&M «te ^ait<ftt>ilfep»pur in the 
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World to the Bride and her Friends, to have 
her fent back. 

It is faid, if the Man don't fihd his Wife a 
Virgin, he has Power to cut off her Nofe and 
Ears, and fend her away * but Perfons of Note 
content thcmfelve$ with fending her and her 
Friends immediately packing* If (he be found 
a Virgin, the Friends make extraordinary Re* 
joycings. They allow thole who travel fre- 
quently to take Wives where they pleafe for a 
certain Term, and to leave them when that is 
expired. TW the Terjum Men ufc fb great 
Liberties, they punifli Adultery in the Wife , 
with Death, and they may kill the Adulterer 
if he be taken in the Fad:. Tavernier fays, 
they marry, their Children at nine or ten Yeats, 
of Age; the Men fettle a Dowry upon .their 
Wi^B$ # €Ut of their Eftatcs, btxr rocpive very 
little with them, more than what we call the 
^Paraphernalia 3 viz. Cloaths, Jewels, and 
Ornaments. 
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iERE they betroth their Children at 
fix or feven Years i>f Age, but do 
not compleaV the Marriage till the 
Parents give their Confcnvand-they come to 
Years of Maturity; then the' Bride is carried 
with great Ceremony to thcGanges, or fome o- 
ther River to be wafli'd, the Road being 
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ftrewM with Flowers or rich Perfumes, * 4c- ; 
cording to the -Wealth of the - Periods, and' 
all poffible Marks of Joy. arc fliewn, that the; 
Bride y is happily arriv'dito the Age' of : Puber- 
ty. When the T&ne prefix'd iS'icoAie, -the 
Bridegroom, if he is rich, makes a Gavai*t 
cade for fbme Ev'enifigs • fucciffivdy, atid 
particularly that before thp FeaftJday, his/ 
Horfe being richly ^hamefs'd aeCOfding to 
his Eftate, he has one hx- move Umbrella'* 
born over his Head, arid is atter&ed by bir 
Friend? and Companions.- In his Train 'are 
fevcraf Jugglers and Muficians,' fbrtheDL 
verfioui of the Company $ fotoe throw a** 
tiftcial Fire- works, and the W'hbl-e Cavalcade 
is accompanied with eVeryThingthat'catiimke 
it pteafant, diverting, and • fptendid: It ds» 
perform'd fromi the - Houfc iof the Bride*, 
groom to that of :*he Bride, through all the 
High-ftreets* arid mofl: commonly' by> the 
longeft Way: When he comes do tfee'Bride'a 
Hoofc, ? into ' which' ! hc is ulhct'd by mpfioal 
Inftruments, he 'places himfclfilupon a' Catw 
pet fpread for that purpofc, waid^'the E»J 
rents Sbring thait' Daughter i theft a Pritft 
pc'rr^rms the Cettmony in Pwfcric* of 9 
Magiftrate , who ! fwears the Mm , I that 
if *c divorce* hi* Wife, he 
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her Portion, and then the Pricft gives them 
< fads Blcfling; after which there is an' Enter- 
tainment, but they have not much ftrong 
Liquor: They generally ufc on thefe Occa- 
fiqns little round Balls of Paftc made of 
feveral acomatick Seeds like Comfits, where- 
in they mix Opium, whith make them mer- 
ry, and then difpofes them to flcep. The 
Bride keeps all the while in a feparatc 
Apartment with her Kindred and Friends, 
who alfo feaft together, the Mufick playing 
.all the while. , If the Bridegroom imagine, 
his Spottfciiis not a Virgin the firft Night, 
he, is very much confounded, and they are 
commonly unhappy for ever after : Her Mo- 
ther andthencareft (he Friends and Relations 
on both. Sides come nett Morning tot 
amine the: Matter , and. if they are not Sa- 
tisfied, &t the . Husband againft his Wife, 
and expofe.them to every Body's Laughter* 
but if they believe, (he was a' Virgin, great 
Rejoycings are made. . They allow Concu- 
binage, and Jive,., with their . Wives much af- 
ter the Manner, of the Tar ^ zn&Tcrfims v 
they are extceam ; jealous, , and have a Liber-, 
ty to kill them in Cafe of Adultery. The 
Merchants and:. others of the richer Sort 
dijpofc of their Wives in , feveral Places. 



Marriage Rites, &c. i8jr 

where their Trade or other Occafions call them } 
fo that they have Families in each Place, 
and their feveral Wives vie with one ano* 
ther, who (hall be the moft obliging, that 
they may enjoy moft of their Husband's 
Company. • 
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H EY are fo far from looking 
upon it as immoral or difhonout- 
ablc for their Sons and Daugh- 
ters o£ -the fame Rank to lie to- 
gether* that they arc proud, and make their 
Boafts, that their Daughters have fuch and 
fuch young Fellows at their Command! 
they reckon nothing Whoredom, but lying 
' with 
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with thttfe of inferior Quality- The Matches 
are commonly made by their Patents, which 
the young People 1 feldom contradift. The 
Man fctids the Woman her wedding QoatKs, 
which is a Cldth fix or feveri Yards long, 
and- a Linen Waftcdat wrought with' blue / 
and red, and if he be not able to buy> he 
borrows them. If the Man carries it him- 
feif, he fleeps with the Woman that Night, 
and then appoints the Marriage Day 5 when 
he goes with his Friends, makes an Enter- 
tainment, and eats with the Bride in the 
fame DHh: He afterwards ties his Thumb 
to hers, and fleeps with her at Night, and 
carries her home next Day, when (he muft 
walk before him. _ Here he gives another 
Entertainment to his Friends* who return it 
in Prcfentii . There is * andther Ceremony, 
which muft riot be omitted $ the Man ftands 
with one End of the Woman's Cloth, [this 
is a whole * piece of Muflin or Calicoc, 
which the Women tye about their Middles, 
and then throw over their Shoulders like a 
Shoulder Belt, whereby ajieir Breads are co- 
vered] about his Loins, then they pour Water 
upon them, which they reckon a firm Mar- 
riage: They part at Pleafure, only the Man 
muft return part of the Portion, which is 
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Cattle, Slaves and Money $ and if they have 
Children, the Man takes the Boys, and the 
Woman the Girls, and thus they change 
four or - five Times before they are fettled. 
The Women are not very prolifick, for they 
make ufc of an Herb to promote Mifcan&ge* 
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HEIR Females are efteem'a 
marriageable at twelve Years 
old, and feldoffl bear after for- 
ty, fo that they marry footi: 



They do not fuffcr the Maids to converfe 
with their Gallants: The Matches are made 
bf the Parefat^ who ttfnfult thofe who pre* 

i 
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pretend to the Magick Art, to know whe- 
ther the young Man be rich * for every one 
conceals their Wealth, becaufe of the Op- 
preiEon of the. Prince and inferior Magi- 
ftrates. They likewife enquire, whether 
there is like to be a Divorce, and if the 
Anfwcrs are favourable, the' Match is foon 
made: Afterwards the youilg Man vifits the 
Maid three Times, and carries her Betle 
and Fruit. At the third Vifit their Rela- 
tions meet 5 the Bride's, Portion is p$y* a$$ 
they may cohabit if they pleafe. Some 
Days after the Priefts go and fprinkle them 
with Holy Water, and ufe fome Prayers 
proper x to the Occafion 1 and the Solemnity 
is concluded with Feafting and Dancing, 
and Prefents from the Relations. The 
Feaft is usually kept at the Houfc of the 
Bride's Friends, where they ftay a few 
Months, and then build one of their 
own. The grcateft Portion here is abour 
twelve hundred Pound Sterling, ao4 t$n' 
Rudegroem.'s. Eftate muft iequal % x • ■ Iffrffi 
have generally but one Wife, thwg^ tftlt 
rich arc allowed more. They prohibit Itftej 
riage in the firfl: Degrees of Coofangaii?ity j; 
but a Man may marry two. Siftecs* either 
together or fucceffively j an<J; the King m 
4 *Lldw'd 
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alldVd to marry hisbwn Siftfcror Daughter, be*- 
catife they think he can't have a ftlitabfe Match 
oitf of his own Family. The. Childreri of the 
chief Wives have their" timer's Moveable* 
equally divided among them 5 for the King haS 
the Property of the Land. The inferior WWti 
and their Children have nothing but what 
the Father, or the lieir, think fit to beftow on 
them 5 and the Heir has Liberty to fell them* 
The Husbands, it is faid, love their Wives and 
Children mightily, and are as much belov'd 
by them, tho* the Women perform all the (la* 
vifh Work, plough the Land, &c> and main- 
tain them not only while they are in the King's 
Service, which is half the Year, but at othef 
Times j for they are for the moft part to lazy, 
that they do nothing fhemfelves. Divorces 
are very frequent, and netfer deriytt to the 
Wives, who have thdt^dttibrfa^ih, Theiif 
Children are divided bfetWiSff tftafta, the even 
Number to tlfe^tfsOTd; a\ifrtheodd to the 
Wife. They may rffefcty again if they pleafej 
and fell their Children* bpt this is feldom 
pra&is'd, unlefs by the meaner Sort. Hus^ 
bands have a defpotical Power, and may fell 
all their Wives and Children, but their chief* 
Wife, whom he may divorce. Widows have 
the fame Power over their Children, but mud 
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riot fell the even Number, without Confeht 
of the Husband's Relations. None may kill* 
their Children or Wives, becaufe Murder 'in 
general is forbid by their Law. * They marry 
po Foreigners, but the *Peguins here frequent- 
ly do, becaufe they are Strangers themfelves. 
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■ IN '.. 

TO n a U I N. 

H E Tonquinefe do not marry 
without Confcnt of their Pa- 
rents, or neareft Akip, nor 
without a Prefent to the 
Judge, or Governor of the 
Place where the Marriage is 
to be celebrated: By tYv\sWacfc> *m.^«sl 
U x ^ w 
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were formerly fo exa&ed upon, that in 1639^ 
the King made a Law, by which he adjufted 
the Man's Payment to his Eftate, and order'd, 
that ^ that was not worth above one hundred 
Crowps fhould pay nothing. Both the }Aen 
and Wogifa are naturally laborious, and the 
. tyUid? lay up all they can get fpr th^w; Pqfo 
tloos and Qoaths, and to purchafe a Meek- 
lace of Coral, or yellow Amber, and a 
certain Number of Beads to garntfh their 
. Locks, which hang down behind at full 
Length. Thfre is no Wedding without a 
great Feaft, which holds at lcaft three, and 
fometimes nine Days. The Day after Mar- 
riage the Bride and Bridegroom call Bro- 
ther and Sifter; the Man may divorce the 
Woman at Pleafure, but the Woman can- 
not divorce her Husband, unlefs upon a 
very notorious Qccafipn. They eat with . 
two little Sticks about fix Inches long, 
gilt and varniflied, and when the Man di- 
vorces the Womaq, he taj&es o»s of his 
qwn Sticks, aftd qne of his Wifp*aj| tyd breafcp 
them, after wlvcl?, they ta]t$ ea^b 01^ hajf 
and few it up in a pj£ce of Sil£ 5 theiy. tfyp 
Man is bound to reftpje th£ ^ojpifls 
Jtortipfl, and to keep the Children. If a 
1 ' W^ipa^i 
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Woman be convi&ed of Adultery, they caft 
her to an Elephant bred up for that Pur- 
pofe, who throws her into the Air with his 
Trunk; and when fhe falls to the Ground, 
tramples her to Death* . 
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HEIR Nuptials arc fplendid, 
and the Rejoycings laft for 
feveral Days ; the Match is 
made by the Parents, with- 
out Confent of the Parties: 
People of Quality always marry to thofe of 
$ju^l pegree, and muft have the Emperor's 
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Content. The middling Sort are fond of 
marrying into as good Families as their 
own, but buy as many Concubines as they 
pleafe of a meaner Defcent, who are obli- 
ged to honour the lawful Wife, as the folc 
Miftrefs of the Fafcjily 5 and when they dye, 
their Children muft wear Mourning foe 
three Years, which is longer than they do 1 
for their own Mothers. The Daughters of 
the meaner Sort . are purchafed by their 
Husbands, who pay for them in Proportion 
to . their Chara&er; moft of them affed a 
tall ftrait Woman. Noblemen's Widows 
muft not marry again, and thofe of the 
loweft Rank iofe their Reputation if they 
do ; for the Chinefe: Children cannot en- 
dure a Father- in-Law. Young Men marry 
at twenty or twenty «two, and young Wor 
max at eighteen or twenty : They fee no 
Men but their Husband's youngeft Brothers 
in their Childhood 5 nor do they appear in 
the Streets except at Peking, where they 
are carried in- covered Coaches or Sedans, 
They rub their Faces every . Morning with 
■ lyhite Meal, which fpoil? their Complexion* . 
^nd paint their Lips red. Jhcy have ali 
little Eyes ai>4 fcort Nofes, and exceed our 

. i 
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Women m natural Modefty. They cover 
their Necks with a little Collar of frhitc 
Sattin , their Hands with 'long Sleeves * 
tread foftly, caft their Eyes to the Ground, 
hold their Heads on one fide, and. look 
like Nuns, and yet they £re not free from 
Vanity, nor do they love Confinement, but 
drefs as richly as if tbey were to appear in 
publick. They buckle their Hair in feve- 
rat Locks, interlaced with Flowers of Gold 
and Silver: They wear long Veils of Sat- 
tin, or Cloth of Gold, of what Colour 
they pkafe* but the elder Sort aflfoft black 
or purple, witfc a Surnout over it, . ancf the 
Sleeves long enough to trail: on' the. Ground 
if not held up. They wear a great many 
Jpwels , and are remarkable for the: fmail* 
Befs of their Feer, -which are cicot very 
hard from their Births rill they have done 
growing, hut it i$ a Hindrance to their 
walking,: Tttey wear Shoes of Sateih em- 
Uroider^d with Gold; Silver; or Silk, and 
are fond of (hewing them- when they walk. 

Lockjer fiys, they learn to dreft well, 
are of a fprightly Temper , and living to 
Ae laft Dtgtee. 

hamper 
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cDampier obferves, that they sarc conftant- 
ly employed in fine Needle-work or Em- 
broideries, and they make their own Shoes * 
but the poor Women liave large Feet, be* 
caufe they trudge about without Shoes of 
Stockings. 
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FORMOSA 



JHE Men don't ufually marr^ till 
fifty Years of Age 5 but the Wo- 
men as foon as they ire arriv'd at . 
Years of Maturity. When a Man 
is enclin'd to marry, . he- fends a Suit of 
Cloaths, with fome Bawbles to the Wo- 
man, which if Ihe accept, the Bargain is 
made 5 but they are not allow'd to cohabit till 
the Man is fiftj Years of Age, except by fteaith, 
when the Man goes away betimes in the Morn- 
ingi and if the Wonvwi be mtfi Child be- 
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fore (he is thirty feven Yearsold, their flic Priefts 
fqueezc their Bellies till they mifcarry 5 for 
they reckon it a Sin to keep any Children alive 
till the Man and Womari be of thefe Ages* 
but afterwards thcy.are careful enough of them. 
Their Marriages are diflblv'd upon very flight 
Occaiions, and both Parties ;are at Liberty to 
marry again, which fometimes happen twice 
or thrice in a Year 5 they abhor Inccft, but 
mike no account o^ "Forniqition, fo that it be 
done in private. They have no Courts of Ju- 
fticc, fo that every one is at Liberty to take Sa- 
faftion for Theft, Adultery, and Murder; 
which if the Criminal be difcover'd, he makes 
up wtth Pfefents of Hogs, or Stags 5 and two 
or three of the former is judg'd a fofiicient 
Compchfation for Cuckoldom. 
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HEN People of Quality 
marry, both Parties ride in 
Coaches, followed by their 
Kindred and Friends. They 
go up t& a high Place, 
where a Bonze performs tlife Cereniony, 
in the Prefence of the Peopk, at the Foot 
of an Idol : . flic ^ridtgroom and Bride 
with Flambeaux in their Hands light two 
Lamps at the fame Time, while (he Bonze 

pronounces 
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pronounces the Words * and then their 
Friends exprefs their Joy, wifli them Happi- 
nefs, and give Prcfents to the Bride, who 
throws all the Toys that (he play'd with in her 
Infancy into tHc Fire,- then they facrifice 
Beeves to the Idol, and return in the fame 
Pomp they came, with a Crowd of Mufici- 
ans to the Bridegroom's Houfe, which 
is richly fomiflied and fet out upon theft 
Occafions. Flowers are thrown out upon 
the Spe&ators, and the Rejoycings laft com* 
monly for a Week. The Men are allow cl 
Concubines , but the Women are ftri&ly 
guarded, and for the kaft Umbrage, theic 
Husbands may kill or divorce them. Adul- 
tery betwixt twa married Perfans is fevere- 
ly punifhed: They afiow publick Brothel 
Houfes. The Parents contract their Chil- 
dren very ypungc/ and fbmetimes in their 
Cradle." Many of their W6ttieft*ufc tllte 
fame bmti& Cuffom tc* mafce r themfeforcs* 
mkfcarry, and murder rhtir Children, as 
thofe of Fortitidfa-z and it- is* rieeittonecfc 
Crime for podr Pfebple, or* ufimatrfc* 
irten^ 'to dfcftrdy thwr Chiltfftfl,. cxc<*pfr t thty ; 
be Mite, and^tftetv the Enactor brefcd* 
thenv up for the Wan 
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New F: E Z< 

HEN they marry the Bride anct 
Bridegroom go with their Friends 
and two Notaries to Church, 
where the Dowry and Cotitra&s 
arc produced before all prefent. Then the 
Bridegroom entertains the Guefts 5 after which 
the Bride's Father makes the like Treat* 
Then for the Portion, the Father generally give* 
\ the Bride thirty Ducats, a Woman SlaVc of 
fifty. Ducats Price a party coloured Garment 

embroil 

5 
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embroidered with Silk, fome Silk Scarfs or 
Hoods, a pair of fine Shoes> with: Combs, 
perfuming Fans, Bellows, and a great many 
other* Trinkets made of Silver and other 
Metals: Though the Father rarely promifes 
above thirty Ducats for the Dowry, yet 
they fometimes give to tke Value of two 
Or three hundred in Cloth and other Orna- 
meats ; and fometimes ruin themfelves by 
ftriving who fliall make the beft ^Prefents 
to their Daughters. When the Bride, 
groom brings home his Bride, ihe is car- 
tied in a large wooden Cage ^tbvered with 
Silk, the Bridegroom's Relations going be- 
fore with Torches, and thofe of fhe Bride 
following her with Trumpets, Pipes and 
Drums : And when they have made a Pro- 
ceffion through the Market Place, and pat 
fed the great Temple, the Bridegroom turns 
off and goes home, whete the Bride's Re. 
latiorts, upon her Arrival, conduft her to the 
Bridegroom's Chamber Door, aqd deliver her 
to his Mother* As* fpon as flic enters the 
Bed-chamber, the Bridegroom toucheth her 
Feet with his, and the Marriage is confum. 
mated; 

.1 




M O R C C O. 



liiili 



H E Bridegroom ftipulates to give 
the Bride a Dowry, and the Father 
gives nothing with, his Daughter* 
When the Husband divorces the 
Wife, he is oblig'd to give her the promisM 
Dowry, and cannot marry again within four 
Months after; but, if the Woman leaves her 
Husband (he can demand nothing $ and it of- 
ten happens, fays our Author, that the fame 
Man gives the fame Portion to feveral Wives,' 
betaufe they oblige them to demand a Divorce, 
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• 

by means of ill Treatment. They can. mar- 
iry no more than four lawful Wives* but they 
may take as many other Women as they can 
keep : They can only cohabit with their Con- 
# Cubines and Slaves in the Day^ but are oblig'd 
by Cuftom to lie all Night with oiie of theic 
Wives. The King has commonly four Wives?, 
befides a numerous Seraglio ; and when he has 
a Mind to divett himfclf, he caufes them to 
bathe all naked before him/ and then he chufes 
her whom he likes beft. Dapper and Diego 
Torres fay, the iiew married Bride is carried 
on a Mule, or Camel richly harnefs'd, in a 
sound PaVilion eover'd wirh Turkey wrought 
lapeftry or Taffaty, fo that (he can fee and 
not be feen. They alfo place a Flag upon the 
Faviliori> ahd thus lead her in Triumph thro* 
the -Streets, follow'd by a great many Mules* 
laden with the Prefents which the Bridegroom 
makes to the Bride on the Day of Marriage? 
And after the Feaft is over, if the Bridegroom 
be aSwordfman, heexercifes with his Friends^ 1 
in Prefcnee of the Bride* 
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ON 

GUINEA Coaft. 

Man may marry as many Wives 
as he can maintain, and if be is 
convid of Adultery, fee is only 
oblig'd to give the Value of three 
or four Franks to each of his Wives 5 but if 
the Woman be guilty of the like Crime, he 
may divorce and fell her. When a young 
Man has a Mind to a Girl* hefpendsno Time 
IfrCourtfliip, but only asks the Parents or Re- 
lations Confent $ and if he be not a Slave, or 
fo poor s that he cannot give her a Dowry, * 
which confifts only of feven or eight Franks . 
5 
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for her Parents, and two Suits of the fame Va- 
lue for the Bride, he is fure to obtain her; and 
may carry her home the fame Night. In the 
mean Time the Bride-maids day with the new 
married Couple, that they may have Oppor- 
tunity to grow acquainted before they He to- 
gether. Snock fzysy they have few Marriage 
Ceremonies, nor no tedious Difputes about 
Settlements. If the Bride is too young, the 
Man leaves her fome Time with her Parents. 
She brings no Fortune, and it is fufficient if 
the Man has enough to defray the Expences 
of the Wedding Day, which confift in a little 
Gold, Wine and Brandy, a Sheep for the Re- 
lations, and new Cloaths for the Bride, which 
are proportioned to the Circumftances of the 
Bridegroom, who kecps^ an exaft Account of 
what he beftowson the Bride and her Friends - 
that if (he takes pet and leave him, he may de- 
mand all again, which (he or her Friends muft 
• pay to the utmoft, together with the Wedding 
Charges : But this is not done when he puts her 
away, unlcfs he ^produces very good Reafons 
for fo doing; There's no Feafting or JoUitry on 
"Ihc Wedding Day : The Bride i$ dreft for fe~ 
veral Days fucceffively with fine Cloaths, 
Gold, and other Ornaments, which they fre- 
quently borrow or hire for the PurQoCc. 
X 1 
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their Riches confift in the Multitude of theu?' 
Slaves) fo does their Grandeur in the Number 
of their Wives-, fo that thofe who ftrive to ap- 
pear greateft have twenty; but the reft, gene- 
rally from three to ten : Mod of thefe Wives . 
are oblfgd to till the Ground, plant, ot do 
ther Work, and get Vi&ual* for their Hus-, 
bands, while the . latter do nothing but keep 
Company, and drink Palm Wine, which the 
Wives are often oblig'd to find Money for by 
hard Labour 5 but fome are better Husbands, 
efpecially the Sellers of Palm Wine, and the 
Fifliermcn, vho either go out to fifh, or hire 
thcrtifelves to the; Europeans for Rowers. The 
richer Sort have two Wives perpetually ex- 
empted from -Labour, the firft of which is 
the oldeft and principal Wife, whp is Houfc-* 
keeper ^nd commands all the reft 5 and the fc-: 
cond is confecrated to his God, and therefore 
call'd Boffrim, of whom they are fo jealous,, 
that, if a Man falutes tbcm, they'll feverely 
punifti them in private 5 but they do not watch 
the reft fo narrowly, efpecialljyf they get them 
Money. Thefe Bojfums, who arc generally 
the handfqmeft, are Slaves bought with a De-* 
fign to be confederated to their God, and they 
lie wijh them always on their Birth-day or 
Night, and qn tl^at Day of $c;\y?ek which 



Marriage Rites, &c. 311 

. is dedicated to their God. The Wives of the 
chief Merchants or Traders are the happieft, be-, 
caufe not obliged to much Labour out of the . 
Houfe, and they arc well provided for by .their 
Husbands. Snock obferves, that fevcral Negroes 
marry many Wives, only to get a living by 
them, and to wear gilt Horns * for they order' 
them to allure other Men urtheir Embraces, 
and then difcover them 5 fo that they pretend 
to fome they have no Husbands, and to fuch 
as know they have, they fwear eternal Secrecy, 
but keep it no longer than thf next Time they 
fee their Husbands, who arc fore to fleece the 
Adulterers, and make them repent of their 
Credulity 5. for the Fine among common Peo- 
ple-is from four to fix Pound Sterling, but the 
rich pay a greater Sum 5 and if he has Ijih with 
a confiderable* Man's Wife, it cofts one hun- 
dred or t\yo of Pounds. : When theft Cafes 
are brought before their Courts of Judicature, 
the Negroes firft dehy the Charge, and oblige 
the Accufers to confirm it by Evidence, upon- 
which the Woman difplays the whole A&ion 
in open Court, in its natural broad Terms and 
Colours, with all the Circumftances of Time, 
Place, and Manner; after which the Man, 
who fometimes pleaded he intended, but did 
not ftay time enough to aft the Crimc> as ^ml 
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to his Oath, and if he forfwcars it he is clear, 
but otherwife Sentence paflfes * againft him. 
Married People here have no Community of 
Goods, but each has his or her particular Pro- 
perty : The Wives generally bear the Chaige 
of Houfe-keeping, and the Man pays foretooth* 
ing the Family. 
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IN 

Lower ETHIOPIA 



|HESE People in thek. Marriages 
ufe no Courtfliip or Ceremonies, 
but apply to the Virgin's Re- 
lations for their Confentj and 
frequently make choice of Children of 
feven or eight Years old, and carry them home, 
where they breed them up according to their 
own Fancy for their Wives. Their Women 
are put to all the Drudgery ; they till the 
Ground, low, • gather in Harveft, pound the 
Millet, make the Bread, drefs Vi&uals; and 
the Men only prepare the Drink. They dare 
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hot fpealtt to their Husbands, but qp .their 
Knees, and as foon as they fee them muft clap 
their Hands, to teftify their Joy and Re(pe& 
If a Man debauches his Neighbour's Wife, he 
comes off for Money, but the. Women pay 
much dearer, and are fometimes turn'd out - of 
Doors for lefs Faults than Adultery, and thofe 
that entertain them, are oblig'd to pay a Sum 
of Money, or find other Women in their 
Place. It is faid, they feldom draw away one 
anothers Wives i but are commonly Informers 
when theyobferve fuch a criminal Corrcfpon- 
dence. If an Affront of this Nature be put 
upon Gentlemen, they make no Noifc of it, 
but take Revenge in private ; And ^Dapper in- 
forms us, that the Children always follow the 
Condition of their Mothers, whether they be 
frond or free. 




5 
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OF 

ABYS S I N I A. 

HYL Atyjfines marry and divorce 
after the Manner of the Chrifti- 
ans, and a Man who marries his 
Brother's Wife, or takes another 
in his Life time, is not puntfh'd by the Civil 
Law, but excominunicatod by the Ecclefia- 
ftical. They hayp the Pricffs Bleffing at 
the Wedding, but no other Ceremonies 
worth mentioning, and their Marriages arc 
diffolv'd by the Judges upon a Complaint, 
Croix Qbfejves-j (|iey ^^a^ ^^^V^^k 
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for Trifles, and pra&ife Poligamy frequently, 
notwithftanding the fpiritual Injun&ioh to the 
contrary.* He fays, that upon a Divorce, they 
cut off the Hair of the Man and Woman, 
and fteeping them in Wine and Honey, lay 
* thbfe of the Man upon the Head of the Wo- 
man, and the Woman's upon the Man's Head. 
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I N 



C H I L I. 




HE Chilefe buy their Wives* whe: 
thee Maids or Widows, from 
their Fathers or other neareft Re- 
lations, fo that many Daughters 
prove a good Mate to the Parents j the Price 
is from ten to one hundred Sheep, or a pro- 
portionable Value in Oxen, Cows, Horfcs, 
Poultry, &c. with a Coat, and fome Vcffcls 
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full of Chica. They arc not valued by thefc 
Beauty or Quality, but according to theif 
Skill in managing Hottfliold Affairs. When 
the Price is paid, the Father leads home his 
Daughter to the Bridegroom, who entertains 
frim with Meat, but he finds 'Drink himfelf. 
A fews Days after, thehcatcft Relations come 
to fee the new married Couple, and. at Dinner 
fing to the Praife of their nuptial Deity, whom 
they call Maruapeante, and fancy he tells them 
in a Dream when they (hall matry, but they 
muft firft be dniftk and fing Songs to him. . A 
Man may have as many Wives. as he can buy 
and maintain, of which he ipuft give an Ac- 
count to their Parents, The firft and het 
Children have the Prehemincnce, and the reft 
are fore d to do the Drudgery. If a Wife be 
mif-ufed by her Husband, hef Relations often 
take her away i and if he kills her, they cer- 
tainly revenge it, unlefs it be for committing 
of Adultery, Perfons of Quality build a Hut 
for every one of their Wives, but refpedfc one 
above all the reft, and her Children have the 
Eftate and Honour. The Men are fo jealous, 
that if their Wives do but caft a Look on an- 
other Man, they beat them without Mercy, 
and kill them on the Spot if they catch them 
in Adultery j yet this Severity does not pre- 

V 
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vent their Lewdnefs, which if trae, Ovallel 
who commends their Modefty, muft be partial 
to his Country-folks, They allow a Widow 
to marry again, provided (he give her Children . 
part of her Subftajnce ; but they reckon it more 
honourable to return home to her Parents* 
without a fecond Marriage. 
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Marriage RITE S, 



OF' THE 



Barbarous Peruvians* 



ETER-oi Cieta, in hisC^. 26. 
fays, he was among the Remains 
of thofe Cannibals, who were fo 
barbarous that they cat Up theit 
Enemies whom they had kill'd, and kept fuch 
young Women as they took Captive for breed, 
whofe Children they fattened on purpofc td 
eat thern^ and thus he faw them feed upon 
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their own Children at ten bf twelve Years of 
Age. They were alfo fo barbarous, as to eat 
the Flefti of their dead Parents, and thought it 
the mod honourable Burial they could give 
them. They generally went naked, and thole 
6f beft Note thought themfelves very fine; if 
they had a coarfe Bag td tye about the'ir mid- 
dles. The* married Women had a fquarc 
Glbth fattened about them with a String, in- 
ftead of an Apron 5 but thbfe of the meaner 
Sort cover'd their Nakednefs with the Bark 
or Leaves of Trefcs. In colder Climates they 
cloath'd themfelves with the Skins of Beaft& 
or Mats made up with Straw arid Ruflies. 
Some of the more ingenious wore a Sort of 
Mantles made with WoqI, or Hqmp coarfly 
fpun, with fo'mcOrnamerfts abouttheir Nq:ks, 
and a Covering about their Waftea j and in 
this Habit die Spaniards found fucfr of the Te* 
ruvians as had^riot fujj'mittedtothe Incas. In 
general they hacf-bti Notions of Marriage^ 
but coupled like Beaton as Occafiptt offer'd," 
without Regard to Proximity of Blood : And 
in fome Places where they had a Sbrt of Mar- 
riage, thbfe Womferi were mbft efteem'd, that 
were libetal in difpenfing their Favours 5 where- 
as thbfe Who were of a more chafte and cold 
Complexion^ were little valued, and it was 
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tribal for the neareft Relation to claim the firft 
Night with the Bride 5 but in fome Places the 
Mothers took great Care of their Daughters 
till they were married. Cieca, Cap. 24. fays, 
their Pricfts were addi&ed to Sodomy, and com- 
mitted it in the Temples, on Pretence that it 
would pleafe their Idols. 
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Of the mare civihVd 

P £ RV 'V I A N S. 

E td V&gn fa^s, that the Inca eve-' # 
rjrYear 6r two ordered an Ac- 
count to be taken of all young 
Men and Maids of his £irie- 
. age, thatf were marriageable in' the City of 
Cufco 9 that he' might match them together. 
ThcMaidsS^cte , tobe ftoM eighteen to twenty 
Years of Age, and the y bung Men from twen- 
ty to twenty four and upwards. The Inca 
ftood between the two Perfons, call'd them 
by Name, took their Hands into his, join'd 
Y % 
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them together, and delivered them to their Pa- 
rents or other Relations, and the Wedding 
was kept at the Bridegroom's Father's, 
with great Rejoycing for four or fix Da^s. 
The Royal Lineage being thus match'd, ^up 
Inca's Officers did the fame a$ td others j agd 
thofe of the Royal Lineage bad their Houfcs 
prepared for them, by thofe appointed to take 
Care of it. The Furniture was given by the 
Relations, and the like Cuftdms wereobfcfv*4 
in this Cafe thro' all the Empire by the Csr- 

'dquesy and when the common People were 
married, thofe of the fame Rank provided 
them Houfes, and the Relations gave the 
Furniture. None might marry to People out 
of their own Province 5 but no Degree of 
Confanguinity was prohibited, but that of 
Brother and Sifter, and this was allow'd to the 

*Incas. Ogilby fays, they allow'd Concubine^ 
which they might ufe in common, but AdtfcU 
tery was punifli'd by Death. The Bridegroom, 
when betroth'd, put on the Feet of his Bride 
a pair of Shoes, like thofe of the Grey Fryars * 
if a Maid, they were lin'd with Cotton, and 
if a Widow with Leaves. 
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IN 

B R A Z I L. 

N Brazil they abftain from no 
Degree of Confanguinity but that 
of Mothers, Sifters, and Daughters $ 
as to ill others, they marry whom 
they pleafe, except the Relations of their inti- 
mate Friendi, with whom they live in the 
fame Houfe and have all their Goods in com- 
mon 5 it being reckoned a very great Crime for 
the Sons, Daughters, or Sifters of fuch to mar- 
ry together : Formerly they did not allow a 
young Man to marry, till he had givca Co5x\s. 
Vtoof of his Courage in ^t, Vrj \3Bfo»%«* 
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taking an Enemy, and of his .Liberality, by 
holding Feafts for fome Years before hfc mar- 
ried. The young Man makes Application firft 
to the Woman he fancies, and then tQ her Pa- 
rents if alive, and if dead, to the qeareft Re- 
lations. If they confent the Courtfiiip goes 
on, but otherwife not. The young Women 
when ripe for Marriage make Feafts, and then , 
, their Parents, &c. look out for Husbands for 
them : When the Bargain is made, the Bride 
is brought home to the Bridegroom, and the 
Kindred of both Sides feaft together. When 
that's over, a clean Hammock is prefented to 
the t new- married Couple, which ratifies the 
Marriage, and they go prefently to Confum- 
mation. In. the meanwhile, the Bride's Fa- 
ther, or other neareft Relation, goes to another 
Apartment and chops a Stick in Pieces,, with- 
out which they fancy the Children will have 
Tails like Monkeys. The new married Cou- 
ple are allow'd then to drink and caroufe freely, 
whereas the Youth of both Sexes are reftrain'd 
from, that Liberty. This Indulgence is uflier'd 
in with a folcmn Speech by the old People, 
about the moderate Ufe of ftrong Liquors, who 
tell them they muft drink fo as not to make 
their Tongues run too faft. Then they give 
them the initiating Cuip, a^dholdthdc Heads, 
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left they fhould be fick and vomit * for they 
look upon it as a Mark of Cowardife, if the 
yotmg Man be drunk With fili Srft Wiiifc, but 
if he carry it off Unilf, they cptfcittete hell 
be a gt>6d ScWfer and beget fuch* Lt Blanc 
fay$ that their Pricfe, ttam'd CtiritibiSi pfcrfbrm 
CoM C&tthbmts atithe Ktefcge, by citing 
them to change Shoes, &c. and their Rela- 
tions prefent them, befides a Hammock, with 
Baskets or Panniers, and the Father 'gives the 
Bride one full of Cotton Girdles, and Rib- 
bands to bind her Hair, and Feathers for her 
Husband. 
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in. •* ' ; 

P A R A G U A T, 

i||f^^ H E Miflionaries, it feems, think it 
Sh[m9| proper here, to marry Virgins at four- 
^PI^HhR teen, and the Boys at fixteen, be- 
caufe if they continue longer fingle, they gene- 
rally break the Commandment. They mike 
no Provilton for their Marriage, nor Inquiry a£ 
ter Portions 5 only the Miflionaries provide the 
Hut and the Wedding Cloaths, which is five 
Yards of coarfe woollen Stuff for each. They 
zlfo prcknt them with a fatCoyr, a little Salt^ 
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• 

pnd a few Loaves for the Wedding Dinner, to 
which they invite their Parents, and they find 

• Ox Hides for their Bedding $ Co that the Mif- 
fionaries are both Priefts and Father?. The 
Marriage Articles are but two, viz. the Wo- ' - 
man promifes to fetfh her Husband Water 
from the River, and he engages to furnifli the 
Kitchen with Futl. The Woman courts the 

. Man, and begs the Miflionary's Confent, \ffid . 
fends for the Man, asks him the Queftion, and 
upon his liking marries them. 
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IN 

\ 

Terra Fir ma in. America. 

HE young ffaaids, at the Time of 
ttekPafrttty, are (hut up in pri- 
vate by their. Parents, and put a 
Gotwn over their Faces, 
if any Mancom^mw^ until they 

be fit to go abroad" ag$m* 

The Natives allow Polygamy * our Author 
fays, that the King in his Time had feven 
Wives, and that when he had roajie a long Jour- 
ney, he contriv'd it fo, that he found one of his 
Wives at every new Stage* They punifli Adul- 
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tery with Death in both Parties 5 if the Woman 
owns the Fad to her Husband, and fwears flic 
was fore'd, (he finds Favour $ but if (he conceals 
it, and it be prqv'd againft her, (he is burnt 
alive. Their Laws are alfo fevere* in 'other . 
Refpe&s, for a Thief dies without Mercy 5 ^nd 
if a Man debauch a Virgin, they thruft a* Bry- 
ar up the Paffage of his Tenis, an4 turn it 
round ten or twelve Times, which is not only 
a grievous Torment, but fo mortifies the Part, 
that it is fcarce curable. -All thefe Fads n\\x& 
be prev'd upon Oath, which is by their Tooth. 
• When they marry, the Father of the Bride, 
or the next of kin, keeps her privately the firft 
Week in his gwn Apartment, and then deli* 
vers her to her Husband j on this Occafion they 
invite all the Neighbours for twenty Miles 
round to a Feaft : The Men bring their Awds 
for the Bride and Bridegroom : The Women 
bring half a Bufliel of Maize, the Boys Fruit 
and Roots, and the Girls Fowls and Fggt. 
Thefe Prefents they fet at the Door, and go a- 
way, till the reft of the Guefts have brought 
thrirs, which are taken in and difpos'd of by 
the People of the Houfc. Th«n the Men . 
return firft to thc*Wedding Houfc, where the 
Bridegroom prefents each with a Calabafli of 
flrong Drink^ an4 w4^th^lV*^^^ 
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Houfe into fomc open place behind it: The 
Women who come drink and march in the , 
fame Order, and then the Boys and Girls drink 
at the Ddoi: and go after the reft 5 then cortie 
• the new married Couple led by their Fathep. 
The Bridegroom makes a Speech to the Com- 
pany, and then both the Fathers dance about 
with many antick Qeftures till they fwear, after 
which the former gives his Son to the Bride, 
who take each other by the Hand, and then 
the Bridegroom returns the Bride to the Fa,- 
thcr, which ends the Ceremony. After this 
the Men take up their Axes; and run fliouting 
to a Tra£t of Woodland defign'd for a Plan- ' 
tation for the new married Couple; where foe 
feVeji Days together they cut down the Woods, 
and the Wdmen and Children cut Maize, or 
whatever clfe is inScafon, and the Men build 
a Houfe for the new married Couple. 

The feven Days being out, the Bridegroom 
and Bride fettle in their new Houfe and cele? 
brate the Marriage-Feaft 5 after the Men have 
eat heartily they fall to drink hard, but ere they 
begin, the Bridegroom takes all their Arms 
. and hangs them on the Ridge Pole, becaufc 
they are very qqarrelfome in Drink. They 
tope Night and Day till the Liquor is fpent, 
which commonly lafts thtet ot fewi O^v 
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IN THE 



Cartbbee aftd 
ISLANDS 




IP 



HEY take as many Wives as 
they pleafe, without Regard ttf 
Kindred, and the. only Ceremony 
_____ is for the Man to carry her home. 
Their Governors are efteemed according to the 
Number of their Wives 5 and thofe who fight 
valiantly may have as many as they will, 

5 
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for none whom they court refufes them." 
They feldom divorce them after they have 
born Children; but otherwifc do k at Plca- 
'<brc: For Adultery they knock dm their 
i&afo* tod the f items thttik tterfi. ' 
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I N 



Old MEXICO. 

• • 

HEN a Daugkca to be mar- 
ried, the Perfoa who made the 
L Match carried her at Night upon 
I his Back to the young Man's Houfe 
attended by four Women with lighted Torches 
of fine Wood. The young Man's Parents 
mot her at the Entrance of their Court, and led 
her into the Hall, where he ftajd to receive heft r 
There they fat down upon Mats, and ail the 
Mawiage Ceremony fc confided in tying the 
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Hems of. their Garments together. ThePrieft 
led them hine Times about the Hearth: They 
burnt Perfume by way of Sacrifice to their 
Idols* and the Bridegroom made Prefems to 
the Bride's Parents, and gave a Dinttcr to the 
ncarcft Relations. Two old Men and two 
old Women witndfed the Marriage* and were 
prefent at the Wedding Dinner 5 after which 
the new married Couple were admonith'd how 
to behave in their conjugal State. If a Man 
was furpriz'd in Adultery or Fornication, two 
. Beadles were appointed to throw Firebrands 
at his Head. If a young Pricft was caught 
with a Woman, two other Priefts prick'd 
him with (harp Sticks of Pine Wood, and if 
he was difobedicnt, two Beadles burnt his Hair. 

The fame Author fays, that at Marriages an 
Inventory was made of what , the Bride and 
Bridegroom had Brought, that upon Divorces, 
which were very common, becaufe of, their 
Unaccountable Jealoufy, each might havk their 
Share. In which Cafe the Men kept their 
Sons, and the Women the Daugheer& jf- and 
they were not permitted to live together again 
on pain of Death, but at Liberty to mirrjr o- 
thers. If a Man and his Wife liv'd well toge- 
ther, there was great Feafting and Joy on -both? 
Sides among the Relations, and Thank-Offer- 
ings made to the Idols. Marriage 
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HE Men here arc faid not to bcib 
: amorous as the Women 5 that their 
i chief Ambition is to be good Sol- 
diers, and expert Hunters : They 
feldom marry till thirty Years of Age, alledg- 
ing, that the Enjoyment of Women enervates 
them s but when they are at Home, they com- 
monly go by Night with a Torch to the 
young Womens Chambers, which ate always ' 
open : If their Miftreffes on fuch Occafipns 
• hide their Faces, they take it as a Denial and 
retire, but if the Women blow out the Torch, 
it is a Sign of Admiflion, and the young Men 

2/ otns^ 
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content themfclves with fuch a Ramble once a 
Week, which they fay is neceffary for Health, 
^he young Women entertain three or fpur 
Lovers at a Time, and admit them to fit and 
chit at their Bed's Feet by Turns ; yet feldom 
grant the laft Favours to any but one, and they 
drink the Deco&ion of certain Roots to pre- 
vent CoAtepkion, far cfcufe A bortion $ for after 
' they havk a Child, they never get a Husband. 
When the young Men court for Marriage, 
rhey addrefs their Miftrefs by Day, when 
they muft talk nothing of Love, but guefe by 
their Looks whether their Addrefles be accept- 
able, and try it at Night. When the Matter 
is agreed, they meet in the Hut of their oldeft 
'Relation with a numerous Company, and 
feaft prddigally, dance, ling, &c. after which, 
all ttie Bridegroom's Relations, but four of the 
eldeft/ retire : Then the Bride with four of 
hers goes to a Door, where fhe is received by 
the Bridegroom's elder Relation, who con- 
du&s her to the Bridegroom, where he and flic 
t ftafld upright on a Mat, holding a Rod betwixt 
them, ifrhile the old Men make Speeches; 
Then the new fnarried Couple harangue after 
one another, dance, fing, ahd break the Rod 
into as many pieces is there are Witnefles, to 
jtyhom they diftribute them. Then the Bride 
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is£ondu&ed by young Men to her Father's A-' 
partmcnt, whither the Bridegroom goes to her 
till (he has a Child, after which (he goes home 
to his Apartment, ^ continues with him, 
till the Marriage be diflglved, which they may 
do when they pieafc, but commonly give one 
another eight Days Warning : Their ufuaj Pre- 
tence is that they, are fick, not able to endure 
the Fatigues of a married Life, and want Re- 
tirements upon which the Witnefifes bring the 
pieces of Stick* to the Hut where the Marriage 
wa$ made, and burn them in the Prefence of 
the Man and Wife, which diflblves the Mar* 
. riage, and the Children are equally divided, as 
being their chief Treiafure, and if there be an 
odd Qne the Woman has it : Thus they part 
friendly, and both marry again, which they 
compaonly dp in fix Months $ yet fbme 6f them 
iive together all their Days, 

They are generally fruitful, Adultery is very 
rare and fevercly puniflied, and after Child- 
bearing, they abftain for thirty Days if it be a 
Boy, and forty if a Girl 5 and when a Woman 
is ready to lye in, (he goes to a feparate Hut 
with her female Slayes, and having very eafy 
Labour makes no ufe of a Midwife: They dip 
the Child, as foon as born, in warm Water up 
to the Chin, and fwaddle it on a BoacddlUt 
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be able to creep about, never make ufe of 
Nurfes but in Cafe of Sickncfs, and let them 
fuck as long as the Milk lafts, with which they 
abound fo much, that they make ufe of Pup- 
pies to fuck the Overplus. When the Wo- 
men are paft fifty, and are Widows or unmar- 
ried, the Canadefe won't marry them, fo that 
if the Women be amoroi* after that Age, 
they generally take a Prifoner of War to be 
their Bedfellow, When the Husband or Wife 
dies* the Widowhood doemot continue above 
fix Months; and if in that Time either of 
tbcm dreams of the deceafed frequently, they 
poifon themfelves, fing a Death Song, and go 
contentedly to keep the deceafed Company, 
who they fuppofe is uneafy without them. It 
is common for the Brothers of the deceafed 
Husband, if Batchelors, to marry the Widows, 
and for Sifters in the like Cafe to marry the 
Widower in fix Months time. Some of both 
Sexes live unmarried, and the Bafchelors in 
that Cafe never appear at Hunting or War, and 
many of their Women will never marry,but keep 
Company with Huntfmen without Reproach, 
and their Children are reckoned liwful,only the 
noted Warriors or Counfellors will not fufFer 
their Children to marry with fuch. The Winefe* 
and thofe who inhabit the River Miffiffifh ar« 
mugk given to Sodomy* *\>*% 
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. The Romijh Priefts arc very fevere upon the 
Frmcb> if they be lewd with the Natives. 
They frequently name them in the Pulpits, and 
excommunicate them, but they are more in- 
dulgent to the Savages 5 fome of them when 
reproved have told the Prieft, they had a Mind 
to their Miftrefies, and they would have them 5 
and the female Savages fay, If their Threats 
of eternal c PuniJhment for fuch Crimes be true, 
the Mountains of the other World muft con- 
fift of the AJhes of Souls: They laugh at the 
Jealoufy of the French* and fay, it is a jufli: Pu- 
nifliment, for making themfelves Slaves to one 
another, v when they know the Bait of Gold 
and Silver is too ftrong a Temptation for the 
' weak Sex to refufe, when cloyed with one 
Man. The Indian Women like the French 
better than their own Countrymen i and feve- 
ral French Ladies admit the Embraces of the. 
Savages, for rich Prcfents of Furs. The Chil- 
dren go by the Names of their Mothers, be* 
caufe they fancy they receive their Bodies from 
their Mother, and their" Souls from their Fa- 
ther, 
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This Jhould have com? under the Head of Cor£ 
cubinage, pag. 108. 

If it be demanded, whether a Plurality of . 
Wives and Concubines may be (till innocently 
enjoyed, in thofe Countries where the Chriftiaa 
Religion does not prevail ? I anfwer, as it feemc 
agreed by our Divines, that this Ptaftke is not 
againft the Law of Nature, or was any Crime 
iii the Patriarchs; but is only finful, as it is a- 
gainft a pofitivc Command of our Saviour's j 
What Crime can this be in thofe, who have 
never been fufficiently appriz'd or acquainted 
with the Laws of Chriftianity } Where a pofi- 
tive Law is not fufficiently promulg'd, it would- 
be hard to punifli the Tranfgreffion of it, 
when it is acknowledged not to be contrary to % 
the Law of Nature. 

But it may be demanded, if a Chriftian 
Woman be made a Captive to fome Mahome- 
tan Prince, who is pleas'd to take her into the 
Number of his Conc&bines, whether (he may 
lawfully fubmit to his Embraces, (A Wife of 
the firft Rank I fuppofe (he can never be, as (he 
is of a different Religion,) To this I think it 
may be anfwered, that whenever a Chriftian 
h k ft to her Choice, (he will not, I prefume. 
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deliberately a& .contrary to the Do&rints of the 
Gofpel : Bat whether a Woman may Dot fub- 
mit to the Raviflier, and choofe to part with 
her Virginity rather than her Life, may be a 
moot Point. Again, if a Woman is content 
to ihare a Man, in a Country where the 
Law allows it, the greateft Injury feems to be 
to her felf $ and whether (he may not difpenfe 
with her own Intereft in this Cafe, may be an- 
other Queftion : As to the reft of the Wives 
and Concubines, if they are of the (ame Be- 
lief with the Husband, no Injury is done to 
any of them, who never contra&cd for, or 
ever cxpe&ed an entire Man to themfelves, and 
have never been acquainted with Chriftianity, 
Which, it will be granted, is the only Inftitu- 
tion at this Day, that pofitively prohibits a Plu- 
rality of Wives and Concubines. But I leave 
the farther Difcuffion of thefe Points to our 
Cafuifts, whofe proper Province it is. 
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